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2021 Voter Information Guide

Election Day is Tuesday, November 2
Voting open from 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Look up your polling place location before you go: pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us

Your City. Your Vote.

@VoteMpls

980 E. Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55414



Vote on Election Day at your polling place

Election Day is Tuesday, November 2, and polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. You must vote at your 
assigned polling place. Because they change from year to year, look up your polling place before you go.

Find where you vote: pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us 311 (outside Minneapolis dial 612-673-3000)

Vote early by mail

Our recommended deadline to apply for a mail ballot is October 19. This ensures that you have 
enough time to receive your ballot, vote, and return it. This year, you must return your completed ballot 
by Election Day. Your vote will not count if your ballot is received after Election Day.

Completed ballots may be returned by mail using the postage-paid envelope or by delivery service 
(such as FedEx or UPS). You can also return your ballot in person no later than 3 p.m. on Election Day to 
our office at 980 E. Hennepin Ave. Mail ballots cannot be dropped off at polling places on Election Day.

For more information and to apply for a mail ballot: vote.minneapolismn.gov/voters/vote-by-mail

Three ways to vote

Vote early in person
Vote in person before Election Day at the Minneapolis Early Vote Center at 980 E. Hennepin Ave. 

    Sunday     Monday       Tuesday     Wednesday      Thursday            Friday          Saturday

Oct. 18 

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 19 

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 20 

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 21 

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 22

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 23 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Oct. 25 

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 26 

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 27 

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 28 

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 29 

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Oct. 30 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Oct. 24 

12 – 5 p.m.

Nov. 1 

7 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Nov. 2 
CLOSED

Vote at polls!

Oct. 31

12 – 5 p.m.

Oct. 17 

CLOSED

NOTE: Hennepin County Elections will not have a downtown 
early voting site open in 2021. The only early vote center for 
Minneapolis voters is at 980 E. Hennepin Ave. 



Minneapolis Mayor
Approves local laws and appoints new 
members to city agencies and boards.

Minneapolis City Council (all 13 wards)
Represents city wards and neighborhoods  
and passes local laws. *Two-year term.

Minneapolis Board of Estimate and 
Taxation (two at-large seats)
Sets property tax rates residents pay for 
City services.

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 
(three at-large seats, plus all six districts)
Responsible for city parks and recreation 
programs.

City Charter Amendment Questions
Proposed changes to the City Charter.

What will I be voting on?

Read the Charter Amendment questions:
vote.minneapolismn.gov/voters/ballot/

Who are the candidates?

Get a list of candidates and download a sample ballot at myballotmn.sos.state.mn.us

You can bring a sample ballot into your voting booth on Election Day to remember your choices.

2021-2022 Minneapolis Redistricting

Minneapolis boundaries as defined in 2012

Redistricting takes place every 10 years to provide equal representation for everyone living in 
Minneapolis. Boundaries for Council Wards and Park Districts are established so each member of 
the City Council and Park Board represents roughly the same number of people. 

Using new data from the 2020 census, the 
Charter Commission is responsible for  
redrawing ward and district maps to  
account for shifts in population that  
took place over the past decade. The  
new ward and park district boundaries  
will be completed by March 29, 2022.

*Due to the timing of redistricting,  
Council Members elected in 2021 will  
have a two-year term. There will be an  
election in 2023 for another two-year  
City Council term. No other city offices  
will be on the ballot in 2023. 

minneapolismn.gov/redistricting



In local election years, we use ranked choice voting for Minneapolis offices. Ranked choice voting 
is a voting method where you vote for candidates in order of your preference. This allows you to 
“rank” your vote — first choice, second choice, and third choice.

This method can allow your vote to count toward another candidate if your favorite candidate 
loses. For example, if your first-choice candidate does not win, your vote is transferred to your  
second-choice candidate.

How to mark your ballot:

• Step 1: Choose your top candidate. This is  
your first-choice candidate and will be the  
vote that is considered first.

• Step 2: If you have a second-choice (not 
required), you may select another  
candidate. This must be different from  
your first-choice candidate.

• Step 3: If you have a third-choice (not 
required), you may choose another  
selection. This must be different from 
your first and second choices.

How do I vote using ranked choice voting?

1st choice 2nd choice 3rd choice

Omar

Lucy

Ayla

Zac

Omar

Lucy

Ayla

Zac

Omar

Lucy

Ayla

Zac

 Example of how to mark your ballot:

For more information: vote.minneapolismn.gov/ranked-choice-voting

How is my vote counted?

Election officials count first-choice votes. 
If a candidate gets over 50%, they win. If 
not, the ranked choice counting begins 
in step 2. 

Lucy Zac Ayla

Over 50% Step 1
No candidate has over 
50% of the first-choice 
votes. Counting  
continues in step 2. 

Omar

1 The candidate with the fewest votes 
is eliminated. Those votes transfer to 
each voter's second-choice candidate. 
If a candidate now has over 50% of 
the vote, they win. 

Over 50%

2

Step 2
Zac’s votes transfer to 
his voters’ second-choice 
candidates. Lucy is now 
the winner.

Lucy Zac AylaOmar

3 If necessary, the process in step 2 repeats until a candidate wins. In each round, the candidate(s) 
with the fewest votes is eliminated. Only then are votes transfered to each voter’s next choice of 
candidate (if any).



COVID-19 polling place protocols

For the 2020 elections, we created and followed specific COVID-19 polling place protocols. These 
guidelines provided a safe and healthy environment for all voters and election judges. We’ve 
updated our guidelines for this year, following current best practices:

• Face coverings required for all voters and election workers.
Following Minneapolis Emergency Regulation No. 2021-4, everyone over the age of two  
must wear a face covering while inside the polling place regardless of whether or not they  
are vaccinated. We will have disposable masks available, if needed. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available.

• Voters and election workers are encouraged to social distance, space permitting. 

• You can choose to vote curbside. 
If you cannot easily leave your vehicle for mobility reasons, or because you need to avoid 
contact with others as a health precaution, you can ask to have a ballot brought out to your 
car. This is known as curbside voting. Two election judges from different major political parties 
will be assigned to assist you.

• Election workers showing symptoms of illness must remain home. 

Curbside voting 
If you cannot easily leave your vehicle for mobility reasons or because you prefer to avoid contact 
with others as a health precaution, you can ask to have a ballot brought out to your car. Two election 
judges from different major political parties must bring the ballot to your vehicle. 

Bring someone with you 
You can bring anyone you choose to help you vote, except your employer or union representative. 
Your assistant can help you in all parts of the voting process, including in the voting booth. 

Bring a sample ballot
You have the right to take a sample ballot into the voting booth to help you remember your choices. 

Election judges 
Election judges are there to help you through the entire process of voting. If you need help marking 
your ballot, two election judges from different major political parties must assist you. 

Ballot marking device 
All polling places have a device (OmniBallot Tablet) that can mark a ballot for you. It gives you 
privacy if you cannot (or choose not to) vote using a pen. The device has a screen that displays the 
ballot in large print or with a high-contrast background. It can also read the ballot to you through 
headphones. You will fill out your ballot using a Braille keypad, a touchscreen, or a three-button 
device. After you make your choices, it prints your completed ballot.

I need assistance in the polling place



No campaigning in or near the polling place 
You have the right to vote without anyone in the polling place trying to influence your vote. No one 
can campaign inside the polling place or within 100 feet of the building. If the polling place is on public 
property, no one can campaign anywhere on the property, even beyond 100 feet. The prohibition of 
signs and campaign materials within 100 feet does not apply to adjacent private property.

Do not wear campaign materials 
In the polling place, you cannot display campaign t-shirts, buttons, or literature that relates to specific 
candidates, official political parties, or ballot questions on the ballot that day. You will need to cover up 
or remove these items while in the polling place.

Who can be in the polling place? 
During voting hours the law allows only election judges, people directly engaged in voting, and 
authorized persons to be present in a polling place.

Polling place rules

What are my rights?

Have time off work to vote
You have the right to take time off work to vote 
without losing your pay, personal leave, or 
vacation time. 

Vote if in line by 8 p.m.
You have the right to vote if you are in line to 
vote by 8 p.m. 

Register on Election Day
You have the right to register to vote on 
Election Day if you can show the required proof 
of residence. 

Sign in orally
You have the right to orally confirm who you 
are and to ask another person to sign for you if 
you cannot sign your name. 

Ask for help
You have the right to ask anyone for help, 
except for an agent of your employer or union. 

Vote after serving felony conviction
You can vote after you finish all parts of your 
felony conviction sentence, including any 
probation, parole, and supervised release. 

Vote if under guardianship
You have the right to vote if you are under a 
guardianship, unless a judge has revoked your 
right to vote.  

Vote without being influenced
You have the right to vote without anyone in 
the polling place trying to influence your vote. 

Get a replacement ballot
You have the right to a replacement ballot if 
you make a mistake on your ballot. 

File a complaint
You have the right to file a written complaint at 
your polling place if you are unhappy with the 
way an election is being run. 

Bring a sample ballot
You have the right to take a sample ballot into 
the voting booth. 

Bring children to the polls
You have the right to bring minor children with 
you to vote.

Bring a list of these rights
You have the right to take a copy of these rights 
into the voting booth.



You can register and vote in Minnesota if you are:

• a U.S. citizen;

• at least 18 years old on Election Day;

• a resident of Minnesota for at least 20 days before Election Day;

• finished with all parts of any felony sentence; and

• not under court-ordered guardianship in which the court revokes your right to vote, and not 
found by a court to be legally incompetent to vote.

Am I eligible to register and vote?

Can I vote if I've had a criminal conviction? 

Your criminal record does not affect your right to vote in MN unless you are currently 
serving a felony conviction sentence, including probation, parole, or supervised release. 

You must update your registration if you have changed your address, changed your name, or if you 
have not voted in the past four years. 

• You can register or update your registration at the Early Vote Center or at your polling place 
on Election Day. 

• You must provide a proof of residence listed on the last page of this booklet. 

• See if your registration is current at mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterStatus.aspx

If you are not registered, and choose to vote by mail, you will be mailed a voter registration application 
with your mail ballot. Fill that out and return it with your voted ballot. 

How do I register or update my registration?

I'm a college student. Where do I register and vote? 

You should register to vote from the address you currently consider home. For many 
students, this is likely a school address or a parent’s house.



You will need to show one of the following seven proofs of residence to register on Election Day:

What do I need to register on Election Day?

Column one 
Approved photo IDs

Column two 
Approved documents

Must have current name, photo, and either no 
address or old address. It may be expired. 

• Driver’s license, state ID, or learner’s permit 
from any state

• U.S. passport
• U.S. military or veteran ID
• Tribal ID with name, signature, and photo
• College or high school student ID

This document can be shown electronically on a 
device such as a smartphone. 

• Bill, account, or start of service statement  
due or dated within 30 days of election for:
• Phone, TV, or internet
• Solid waste, sewer, electricity, gas, or water
• Banking or credit card
• Rent or mortgage

• Residential lease or rental agreement  
(must be valid through Election Day)

• Current student fee statement

Remember to look up your 
 polling place before you go!

       pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us 

1 ID with current name and address:
• Valid Minnesota driver’s license, learner’s permit, ID, or a receipt for any of these  

• Tribal ID with name, address, photo, and signature

Photo ID AND a document with current name and address 
Choose one approved photo ID from column one AND one approved document with current 
name and address from column two (see below). 

2

3

4

5

Staff person of a residential facility
If you live in a residential facility, a staff 
person can go with you to the polling 
place to confirm your address. A staff 
person can vouch for all eligible voters 
living in the facility.

Previous registration in same precinct
If you are registered in the precinct but 
changed names and/or moved within 
the same precinct, you do not need to 
bring any documents. Your previous 
registration serves as proof of residence. 

College student ID
If you live on campus and your school has 
provided a student housing list to election 
officials, show your student ID to register.

Notice of Late Registration
If you registered to vote within 20 days of 
the election, you may get a Notice of Late 
Registration in the mail. Bring it with you 
and use it as your proof of residence. 

Voter who can confirm your address
A registered voter from your precinct can 
go with you and sign an oath confirming 
you live at your address. This is known as 
vouching. A registered voter can vouch for 
up to eight voters.

6

7

+


