


2026 Livable Communities Development Grant Sponsorship Application Guide
City of Minneapolis
Please use this form to prepare your online sponsorship application located at: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019a98371c127fc888e6d17148b16efb. Once you start the online form, you are unable to save the information; you can save your responses in this Guide. Do not submit this guide as your sponsorship application unless discussed with staff prior to submission.
The online sponsorship application is due no later than 4:00 p.m. on January 20, 2026. The $750 application fee is due to CPED offices (505 4th Avenue S, Suite 320, Minneapolis, MN 55415) by the application deadline. Fee must be paid by check payable to the City of Minneapolis. Deliver check with attention to Linnea Graffunder-Bartels.
If you have any questions, please contact Linnea Graffunder-Bartels at linnea.graffunder-bartels@minneapolismn.gov or 612-673-5102.
For reasonable accommodations or alternative formats please call 311 at 612-673-3000. People who are deaf or hard of hearing can use a relay service to call 311 at 612-673-3000. TTY users can call 612-263-6850. Para asistencia 612-673-2700, Yog xav tau kev pab, hu 612-673-2800, Hadii aad Caawimaad u baahantahay 612-673-3500.
*Indicates required fields in online form.
	Project name*
	

	Developer information

	Development entity name*
	

	Street address*
	

	City, State, Zip Code*
	

	Development team composition*: Do women, people of color, and/or indigenous people have at least a 51% ownership stake in your development team?  Select all that apply:
	· Women
· People of color
· Indigenous people
· Not applicable

	Primary contact information
Identify and provide contact information for the person that will be the primary contact for this project.

	Mr./Ms./Mx. *: 
	

	First name: *
	

	Last name*
	

	Business name
	

	Street address*
	

	City, State, Zip Code*
	

	Email address*
	

	Telephone number*
	


	Site information & existing conditions

	Site address*
	

	Parcel identification number(s)*
	

	Area of site (acres)*
	

	Is this site City-owned? *
	Yes | No

	Existing land use 
(Select all that apply.)
	Residential | Commercial | Office | Industrial | Parking | Vacant

	Is there an existing structure on this site?
	Yes | No

	If yes, will the project renovate or fully demolish the existing structure?
	Renovate | Fully demolish

	Is the site in a Metropolitan Council defined TOD area?*  Go to the LCA Project Data Profile Mapping Tool and view the TOD Grant Area layer to determine if the project is in a TOD area.
	Yes | No

	Please describe the existing conditions of the site. * Limit to 250 words.

	



	Project readiness

	Site control

	What level of site control do you have on the project property?
No formal control | Option | Purchase agreement | Exclusive development rights | Fee title | Other

	If other, please explain status of site control:
	

	Project timing

	Expected start date
	

	Expected completion date
	

	City approvals

	Please select all approvals that this project has received.
Rezoning | Planned Unit Development | Conditional Use Permit | Variance(s) | Heritage Preservation | Site Plan Review | Construction Permits | State Environmental Review (EAW, EIS, or AUAR)| Other | None of these

	If other, please describe the approval(s) received.
	





	Project outcomes
The Livable Communities grant program is a competitive funding source and projects will compete based on their alignment with the program's desired outcomes and the quality of the project process. Projects must achieve at least one of Outcomes A or B to be eligible to apply.	

	Outcomes A: The Livable Communities grant program will use the following scoring criteria. Projects that achieve 1-3 of these outcomes will get the same score, and projects that achieve 4 or more of these outcomes will receive a different, higher score.

	New affordable housing: Will the project build housing that is 100% affordable OR will the income of residents in all units in the project average to 60% of Area Median Income or less? *
	Yes | No

	New affordable homeownership: Will the project create new affordable homeownership opportunities for households earning 80% AMI or less? *
	Yes | No

	Preservation of affordable housing: Will the project rehab or preserve existing homes affordable to households living at 60% AMI or below for rental projects or 80% AMI or below for ownership projects? *
	Yes | No

	Infill/redevelopment: Will the project reduce vacant or underutilized land through infill or redevelopment OR is the project located in an eligible transit area? *
	Yes | No

	Small business development: Will the project create or rehab business incubators and/or small business development spaces? *
	Yes | No

	Living wage jobs: Will the project add at least 10 living wage jobs and/or provide job training for at least 10 residents annually? *
	Yes | No

	Environmental cleanup: Will the project include environmental cleanup in an Environmental Justice (EJ) area? Go to the Understanding Environmental Justice mapping tool to determine if the project is in an EJ area.*
	Yes | No

	Outcomes B: The Livable Communities grant program will use the following scoring criteria. Projects that achieve 1-3 of these outcomes will get the same score, and projects that achieve 4 or more of these outcomes will receive a different, higher score.

	Family housing: For rental projects: The project includes at least three 3+ bedroom units which are affordable to households living at 60% AMI or below for rental units
For ownership projects: All units are 3+ bedrooms and affordable to households living at or below 80% AMI. *
	Yes | No

	Deeply affordable housing: Will the project build new rental housing with at least 10% of units in the project affordable to households living on 30% AMI or less? *
	Yes | No

	Public space: Will the project include permanent community space that is accessible, open to the public, and intended to provide gathering space through amenities, community rooms, or other infrastructure that supports community gathering? *
	Yes | No

	Energy-saving activities: Does the project include energy-saving activities, beyond in-unit fixtures and furnishings, that result in decarbonization, water efficiency, or reduced energy costs for cost-burdened residents? *
	Yes | No

	Senior or Youth Housing: Will the project create senior (55+) or youth-serving (aged 16-24) housing affordable to households living at 60% AMI or below? *
	Yes | No

	Homeless housing: Will the project build or rehab housing that serves people who have experienced homelessness? *
	Yes | No

	Universal design: Has the project been designed beyond minimum Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements through universal design or similar strategies? *
	Yes | No

	Led by American Indians: Is the project led by an American Indian organization and designed to serve American Indian people? *
	Yes | No




	Project descriptions

	Project description: What is this project? *
Be sure to describe how the project achieves the outcomes identified above. If this project is part of a multi-phase project, limit the description to that which will occur during this phase. Limit to 500 words.

	

	Access, safety, and connections: How will the project improve access and safety in its neighborhood and provide direct, convenient connections to existing or planned transit or multi-use trails? *

	

	Racial equity: How will the project contribute to the outcome of racial equity? *

	

	Community representation: Whose perspective is represented in the project through community engagement and/or as part of the development team? Does the development team have a direct connection to the project area, or the community being served by the project? How are community perspectives represented in the project?  *

	

	Anti-displacement:  How does the project maintain residents' and/or businesses’ ability to stay in the community and maintain cultural and social community connections? *

	



	
Funding request

	Livable Communities Development Grant Funding Request *
	$

	What grant-eligible activity do you want funded? *
	$

	What are the total development costs for this project? *
	

	Existing City funding: Has this phase of the project been awarded funds through another City-sponsored program? *
	Yes | No

	If yes, what City program has committed funds to this phase of the project?
	

	Note that applicants must also submit 1) the grant uses table found on the City’s development grants webpage and 2) a proforma financial analysis by uploading the completed files at the end of the online form submission. Rental housing projects must submit a Minnesota multifamily rental housing common application workbook. Homeownership projects with 1-20 units must submit a Minneapolis Homes Proforma. Other project types must submit a proforma sources & uses and operating cash flow.




	Project metrics

	The following section describes the overall project outcomes for this project, including housing units and employment.

	Housing outcomes: How many ownership or rental units will this project create or retain/preserve? Enter below.

	New ownership units
	

	New rental units
	

	Retained/preserved ownership units
	

	Retained/preserved rental units
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk30161341]Housing unit size & affordability 
How many income-restricted units will this project create or retain/preserve? How many market-rate units? Enter numbers in the table below. 
To qualify as an affordable unit, a project’s income-restricted units must have a 30-year affordability term. Under the City’s Unified Housing Policy, housing projects receiving Livable Communities pass-through funding must have at least 20% of the units affordable to households earning 60% of area median income (AMI) for a minimum of 30 years. Go to the Income Limits webpage to find the current income and rent limits.
	Unit type
	Income restriction at percent of AMI
	Market-rate units

	
	≤30% Units
	≤40% Units
	≤50% Units
	≤60% Units
	≤70% Units
	≤80% Units
	

	Efficiency
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1-bedroom
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2-bedroom
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3-bedroom
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4-bedroom+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




	Employment outcomes: Enter the number of full time equivalent new, retained, and living-wage jobs below.

	New jobs
	

	Retained jobs
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk125989436]Living-wage jobs 
The Metropolitan Council defines a living-wage job to be those that earn at least 185% of the poverty guideline for a family of four, which is currently $59,500/year.
	



	Required attachments
Please attach the following documents at the bottom of the online form:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk534277785]Site plan and elevations 
2. Grant uses and financial status table
3. Signed acknowledgements form
4. Financial analysis/pro forma. Rental housing projects must submit a Minnesota multifamily rental housing common application workbook. Homeownership projects with 1-20 units must submit a Minneapolis Homes Proforma. Other projects must submit a sources & uses and operating pro forma.
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