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Minneapolis Public Works plans to reconstruct the intersection of 38th & Chicago (George Floyd Square) and will begin 
this effort by engaging with the community. Engagement throughout the project is intended to help redesign the area in 
a way that reflects community needs.

NEOO Partners and Public Policy Project hosted the 2nd of a series of monthly Learning Tables 
for the 38th & Chicago, Re-Envisioned project. Created by Public Policy Project, The Learning 
Table provides the “learning water”; a place to ask critical questions and develop the “learning 
glue”; a place to develop relationships, create partnership, share ideas, and make 
commitments, to explore for incorporation in the 38th & Chicago Re-Envisioned Project. At the 
Learning Table, we Learn Together; Create a Shared Approach; Coordinate Efforts; and Ensure 
Community Benefit.

The second learning table topic of the history of 38th and Chicago, was chosen to explore 
the collective community history and experience. Attendees of the second learning table a 
native of the area, Tracey Williams-Dillard, Publisher/CEO Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder, 
gave a presentation on the local history. Her presentation was followed by a data and 
architectural
rendering presentation by Nathan Johnson of 4RM+ULA. Attendees were then presented 
withmaps on 12 tables; there were 3 rows each row with a different prompt. Separated into four 
groups, the participants rotated each row and answered the prompt within the allotted 15 
minutes. In this activity facilitators at each prompt guided participants to identify: what the
community is now, historical assets, and historical forces. Following the activity, there was time 
for small group and large group discussions. The notes below provide the raw transcription of 
the public response to the prompts.

Upcoming Learning Table: Speedway Gas Station
October 24th, 2022 ; 6pm; Sabathani Community Center



• Bring Back The Street Cars! Lots Of Thriving 
Business Corridors 

• Closing Of Schools - Attempted Confiscation Of 
Education 

• The Memorial Grows Over Time (And Will Not 
Stop In The Near Future) Because People Are 
Continuing To Die At The Hands Of Systemic 
Racism And Ongoing Colonialism And 
Displacement.

• People Come From All Over To Find The Names 
Of Their Loved Ones 

• Twin Cities = Transgender Migration Hot Spot 
Due To Better Healthcare And Job Opportunities 
For Trans People 

• The Redlining Certainly Created A Vacuum To 
Allow 35w To Split Up The Community Where 
People Moved To Suburbs In The Early 70s And 
Homes Became Section 8 Properties.  

REPORT BACK QUESTION ONE

• Disappearance Of Public Spaces And Schools 
(Boynton Elementary Closed In The 1960s 
Because Of Integration) 

• Racial Covenants Clustered In The Green Space 
• Redlining Set Up 35w Urban Renewal - Cut 

Community ,
• 37th Was Cut Off 
• Hard To Talk About Forces : 

Gentrification , Defacto Redlining 
,Complicity From The City, Real Estate, 
Insurance.

What We Heard

The 45 attendees of the 2nd Learning Table were presented with questions to discuss and answer in small groups.
The notes below are responses to those questions.

QUESTION 1: WHERE DO YOU FEEL THE EVIDENCE OF THE EXTERNAL FORCES THAT SHAPED THIS COMMUNITY?

• The Disappearance Of Public Space, 
Disinvestment. 

• The “De Facto” Redlining - Not Laws But Behavior, 
Unspoken Rules, Consequences To The 
Community. The Forces Behind The Laws. 
Unspoken Rules Because The Forces That 
Enforced Things That Were Supposedly Illegal. 
Redlining Was Part Of The Design Yet An 
Unspoken Action. 

• The Narrative About Black Community Members 
Were Extremely Negative And Untruthful. These 
Stories Were Legalized. Black People Were 
Criminalized, Stereotypes Became Actualized. 

• The Forces Are Powerful And Strong, You May Not 
See Them But You Feel Them Today In Every 
Aspect Of Life. 

• Class Divides - Not Feeling Welcome Past 38th Or 
42nd As A Lower Income Child 

• Gentrification Forces All Up And Down 38th 
Including Sabathani (So Quiet Now!) The Whole 
Sabathani Area Used To Have So Many 
Businesses. 

• We Need An Agreed Upon Historical Context - 
Tap Into And Honor Elders In The Here And Now. 

• Destruction / Disinvestment Especially With 
Community Spaces Like Urban League, The 
Spruce, Nacirema

• As A Kid Growing Up Here I Did Not Know About 
Our [Black Folks] Amazing History - Erasure 

• Cars Killed Cities - The Pattern Of Highway 
Redevelopment Was Racist. 35w Goes Right Next 
To The Redlined Area. 

• Closed The Local High School And Junior High In 
The Area, Dynamis Of Redlining And The School 
District
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• Central High School 1913 - 1982
• Bryant Junior High School 1923 - 1978 
• Sabathani Community Center - 1979 
• Spokesman ( Later Spokesman-Recorder ) - 1934
• Dreamland Cafe - 1939 
• Minneapolis Urban League - 1928
• Sabathani Baptist Church - 1962
• Lena O. Smith House - 1885 - 1966
• Nacirema Club - 1955 - 1987
• St. Peter’s Ame Church - 1880
• Tilsenbilt Homes - 1954 -1956
• St. Thomas Episcopal Church - 1903
• Arthur And Edith Lee House - 1934
• Spruce Club (3800 Block) 

• Jet’s Record Store (38th & 4th Ave)
• Grocery Store (Mr. Ruben Grocery) 
• St. Peter’s Ame Church - 1880 (Original Not On 4th 

Ave Now A Store?) 
• St. Paul Cogic
• Tolfson Funeral Home 
• Howard’s Catering Service 33rd And 4th
• Central High School 1913 - 1982 → Green Elementary
• Bryant Junior High School 1923 - 1978 → Sabathani 

Warrington Elementary School 
• Sabathani Baptist Church - 1962 → Greater 

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church  (Friendship 
Coop) 

• Nacirema Club - 1955 - 1987 → El Bethel Baptist 
Church 

• From Me To You Clothing Ministry 
• St. Thomas Episcopal Church - 1903 → New Kingdom 

Hall
• Madame Of The Arts - Diy Queer Space (the 2010s) 
• Dyke Heights 1980s
• Rocky Rococo
• Mr. Reuben’s - Corner Store - Produce - Apartments 

On Top
• 38th And 4th 
• 37th And Chicago High Lights 

QUESTION 2: WHAT MEMORIES OF THE COMMUNITY DO YOU CHERISH? WHERE ARE THEY?

• Worldwide Outreach For Christ Had Had 4 
Locations (A Member's Home, Across The Street, 
36th & Chicago & Current Location) Before The 
Church Was An Appliance Store. The Current 
Laundromat Used To Be A Furniture Store. 

• Central High School Was Wonderfully Diverse And 
A Very Positive Influence On Me. Losing The School 
And The Football Field Was Not Good For The 
Community.

• Lots Of Small Community-Owned Local 
Businesses, Social Clubs, And Gathering Spaces. 

• Ice Cream Shop 
• Drug Store At 48th + Chicago With A Soda 

Fountain. 
• Local Business Districts - Grocery, Pharmacy, 

Bakery Along Original Streetcar Lines
• Grocery Store At 38th & 4th That Burned Down (Mr. 

Ruben’s)
• I Cherish The Community Riding Public Transit 

Along All Of 38th Street. The Closure Of 38th + 
Chicago Has Made It Difficult For Many Along 38th 
Street And There Is No Transit To 38th And 
Chicago. Bus Routes Have Been Reconfigured.

• Sports + Festivals @ Phelps 
• Area Is Center Of Queer Community 
• Gfs Gates/Barricades On Chicago 
• Say Their Names: Mourning Passages + Names 

Were Added Over Time And Now Relatives Come 
And Look For Their Loved One's Names. 

• Feeding People
• Wilharm’s Drug Store (Where Cup Is Now)
• Tom’s Furniture (Where Dragon Wok Is)
• House Of Pancakes (Where Just Turkey Is) 
• LGBTQ History In The Area 
• Sabathani - Growing Up At Sabathani 
• Pillsbury Nurturing Artists Of All Ages 
• Nokomis Theater / Fine Arts 
• Community Mutual Aid All Along 38th St 
• Community Care Kids In Gfs 
• Ice Skating @ Gfs On Chicago 
• Urban Arts Academy 
• Streetcars Would Be Dope! 
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PRE IDENTIFIED HISTORIC COMMUNITY PLACES  

COMMUNITY ADDITIONS TO KEY HISTORIC PLACES  
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THEME: PUBLIC SAFETY
• Harm reduction- needle boxes, first aid
• Violence prevention with minimal police presence
• Right sized and appropriate resources for a public safety
department response (less over- reaction from MPD, feeds
into distrust and fear mongering)
• It is a lot to ask that this infrastructure design project to pay
for the sins of MPD (whose function is to protect the
wealthy and state)

THEME: SOCIAL JUSTICE
• Keep youth busy- productive and safe activities
• Incorporating/ maintaining current services, including
garden, closet, library, map tours
• Honor the spirit of what the space is and the community that
has been created, what it evokes for people
• It is a powerful place, how do you reflect that in the design?
How do you change it without taking from it? Requires some
tough choices/ will create a lot of anger- lean into that
• One that facilities the sense of community
• Welcome/ safe space designed for gathering and other
activities
• Create a culture of belonging- Similar to the feeling after
George Floyd was murdered, in the square
• Cadre of greeters/ welcoming- the church has been doing 
this
• 21 demands posted- remembering
• Fun, jobs, social activities

THEME: ECONOMIC VITALITY
• No vacant buildings
• Encourage businesses to return with design
• Support for businesses

QUESTION 3: HOW CAN THE DESIGN OF THE INTERSECTION FACILITATE 
PUBLIC SAFETY?

THEME: INFRASTRUCTURE
• Milwaukee Avenue Design
• Prioritize space for pedestrians; pedestrian only walking/ 
pedestrian plaza
• Lighted (not stadium bright)
• No blind spots, No bottleneck areas
• Functional intersection
• Open intersection
• National historical landmark included
• Buses included in future design 
• Designers should live in the community
• Move barriers for better traffic flow
• Maintaining the traffic circle and sculpture is important 
for slowing down traffic
• Having signs slightly outside of the intersection informing 
that there is a community space and it should be respected
• Ideal scenario would be little to no traffic
• Presentation of sacred space for reflection and healing
• Encourage traffic through the space in the form of 
community events 
• Lighting 
• Traffic control on 38th & Chicago
• Memorial of impact and off the street
• Resting places
• Public bathroom
• Safe play areas for youth
• Graffiti
• Wall for evolving art
• Preserving the memorial space
• Charging stations for phones and electronics
• Public assembly space
• Deeply affordable housing for displaced residents
• Create a remembrance, memorial, museum of some kind, 
look at the community to lead that - we keep us safe
• Lower or better directional street lights
• Traffic circle
• Narrower streets (driving lanes)
• Adequate space for pedestrians
• Delineated space for George Floyd murals where 
everyone is welcome
• Recognition of the power of the action: street “portal” 
indicating “you are entering”
• Speedway turned into permanent memorial
• Windows– connection to the street
• Park installation- stage
• Addressing the abandoned buildings



 

REPORT BACK QUESTION 2
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• Did Not Recognize These Divisions. 

• Did Not Venture Past 38th, Maybe 42nd And 4th Ave Had A Reputation Of “Dodgy”

• Used To Hang Out At Paris (Powderhorn)

• Boys and Girls Club Chicago + 38th

• Hungout at Laundromat (38th) 

• 38th On Bus

• Wilmar's Pharmacy (Now Cup)

• 3200 + Columbus - V. Queer Friendly 

• “Dyke Heights”

• 34th Corridor Over Last 40 To 50 Years 

• Roberts Shoestore 

• Hour’s Gym 

• GMT Entertainment 

• Artsongs

• Central School 

• Growing Up Felt Safe Going To Those Places 



 

• Implement 38th St Thrive 
• Speedway Or Cup  → Buy GF Empowerment 

Center 
• Black Businesses And Housing Co-Op 
• Employment Services 
• Training 

• Not A Tourist Trap 
• Respectful Space For Families And Victims Of 

Racist Violence 
• Increase Traffic Calming 
• Paint Roundabout 
• Signs

• Transit And Pedestrian Only Space 
• Organic Place For New Offerings 
• Ongoing Community Presence And Participation
• Living Growing Memorial To Many People As It Is 

Now, Including Remembrance Of George Floyd. 
• Continued Community Gatherings 
• Welcoming To International And National 

Visitors 
• More Green Spaces, Solemn Space / Reminder 

Of Unfinished Work. 
• I’m Community and Business Focused 
• Businesses Can Create A better Community 
• Businesses That Give Back To The Community 

Instead Of Extracting From It 
• Resources Should Be Connected To The 

Community. There Was Disinvestment + 
Disparities In The Community 

• Need Investment In 
• Healthy Families 
• Healthy Businesses
• Nonprofits 
• Boys And Girls Club 

 

QUESTION 3: WHERE ARE THERE OPPORTUNITIES? WHAT TYPES OF CHANGES ARE NECCESSARY AND WHY? 

• Dealing With Culture Clash Between Community 
And Law Enforcement 

• Lathonia - Black Wall Street (X2) 
• Substation 
• Shops 
• Black History Museum 
• Theater 
• Entertainers 
• Black Owned Businesses 
• Lack Of Community Presence + Police 
• No Real Community 
• Well Lit, Community Will Cut Down On Crime 

Organization
• Police Are Assigned To The Area To Protect And 

Serve 
• Mayor’s Office Should Be Kept From Controlling 

The Outcomes Of The Building 
• Pedestrian Only Public Space
• Truly Public Space That People aren't Harassed For 

Hanging Out At Or Assembling 
• Unesco World Heritage Site (The Un Administered 

And Protects) 
• Invest In Community Healing 
• Youth Programs 
• The Mpd Stops Escalating Dangerous Scenarios 
• The Mpd Stop Paying Young People To Shoot Guns 

In The Air 
• Imagine A World Where Children Are Not Exploited 

For City Profit, Imagine A World Without Good 
Guys Or Bad Guys, A World Where Everyone Is 
Afforded The Opportunity To Thrive

• Imagine Youth Are Exploited For City Profits 
• Can The City Grow Without Exploiting And 

Profiteering off The Community 
• Can The City Give? 
• School / Drop-In Center For Young Adults And 

Elders 
• Career Partners
• Outreach Program For Young Adults And Seniors 
• Sabathani - Open Opportunities
• A Craft/Artists Expo
• Community Events Gathering 
• Renting Out Meeting Spaces 
• Community Resources - Social Services, Health, 

Youth, Seniors, Early Childhood
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