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Neighborhood and Community Relations
‘ 105 Fifth Ave. S. - Room 425

. N v Minneapolis, MN 55401
Mlnneapﬂlls TEL 612.673.3000
City of Lakes www.minneapolismn.gov

District 2 Neighborhoods,

The Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) policy board candidate questionnaires are
attached to this communication.

In this packet of information, you will find all candidate questionnaires who have indicated they
are seeking an NRP Policy Board district seat or an At-Large seat which are relevant to District 2.

There is a possibility that other applications will be received prior to the election on February 17,
at the Community Connections Conference, and these will be sent as stand-a-lone emails (not
combined into one .pdf file).

Additionally, nominations can be from “on-the-floor,” in which case an application would not be
available for prior review. In this case, it is important for your neighborhood elector to be ready
for this possibility.

If you have not informed NCR of your neighborhood elector (individual responsible for casting
your neighborhood vote) please do so as quickly as possible. Only pre-registered electors will be
allowed to vote on your behalf.

Feel free to reach out to the candidates as you wish. Some organizations have planned to:
e Invited candidates to board meetings.
e C(Created a “meet and greet” events for the entire district.
e Planned discussions of board leaders.

If you need any other information, please do not hesitate to reach out to me anytime.

Steven P. Gallagher

Manager, Neighborhood Programs
Steven.Gallagher@minneapolismn.gov
612-518-8743 cell and office




mailto:Steven.Gallagher@minneapolismn.gov



		Neighborhood and Community Relations




Nate Lockett, Willard-Hay, District 2

1. How have your life, work and cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood
representative on NRP Policy Board?

I have been a long time Northside resident since | was in 5th Grade, prior to this | lived in South Minneapolis. | went
to High School at North Community High School. | have friends and family that are neighbors and community
members. | live across the street from the home that | grew up in. | remember having Uncle Bills corner store and
Lucille's Kitchen. | am an entrepreneur and small business owner. | work with community members and continually
have conversations on how to improve our neighborhood. | want to be apart of the process when it comes to
improving the Quality of Life in North Minneapolis and our Minneapolis Neighborhoods in general. As a community
member that is passionate about seeing real change in North Minneapolis | believe it important to have a seat at the
table and be apart of the conversations and the changes that will impact our community.

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

| have been apart of NRRC meetings in the past and have contributed within those meetings
to the conversations about changes within or Neighborhoods. | have hear what it is that
people would like to have and what some folks do not want to have. | think these insights are
important as the Neighborhoods vision and Voice is what should matter when it comes to

change.

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NRP Policy Board.

| believe being apart of these conversations is very important. | want what is best for our City
as a whole. | believe that we can attain that with partnership and collaboration. NRP is vital in
helping fund and shape what our communities look like and how Neighborhood Organizations
get funded, | want to be apart of that conversation and bring our voice to the table.

4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent if

elected?

| would start with having discussions with the neighborhood organizations first. Listen to what
these organizations need and what they are doing and how NRP funding impacts these
organizations. | would also engage with community remembers within these organizations to
see what else they are looking to get accomplished and what they want within their
neighborhoods and see if the NRP Funding is in alignment with their wants and needs.






Nate Lockett, Willard-Hay, District 2

5. How do you plan to engage with underrepresented groups within your district if elected?

| think starting with the Neighborhood originations is important. | also think it is important to
engage with community leadership to see what their needs are. | believe this approach is
best as | am able to talk with folks from all walks of life. | think it is also important to
understand who the underrepresented members/groups are, once clarity is shined on that
aspect then a plan to action would be created to purposefully engage with those groups.

6. Please list any community-based organization(s) that you are currently involved in.

NRRC from a community member standpoint, | do not hold any official roles with any
community-based organizations.

7. Please list all your current paid and unpaid affiliations.

| have none.

By signing this form, you waive your right to raise money, conduct phone banks, and produce campaign
literature of any kind for the purposes of getting elected to the NRP Policy Board.

Signature

Nathaniel W Lockett

Date

1/22/24
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Amanda Ruch, Lind-Bohanon - District 2

1. How have your life, work and cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood
representative on NRP Policy Board?

I've been a resident of Minneapolis for 10+ years now, with 2+ years of those in the
Lind-Bohanon community. My experiences this far have allowed me to live, work, and
collaborate with people from all walks of life. | pride myself on being solution-oriented and for
trying to maximize impact and outcomes.

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

In November of 2023, | attended my first Lind-Bohanon Neighborhood Association Board
meeting, and moved to join the board that night. | was voted onto the Board in early December
and have since become quite involved, with opportunities to represent LBNA at the Creekview
Winter Solstice event, and by participating on the LBNA interview committee. In the future, |
look forward to continuing to serve on the LBNA board and to learn more about the greater
North Minneapolis community and how we can work together to make North an exceptional
place to be.

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NRP Policy Board.

My desire to serve on the NRP Policy Board stems from my recent experience with the LBNA
board. It has been such a delight to get plugged into my community and find ways to make an
impact. By broadening my scope to serve on the NRP Policy Board, | believe it would give me
an opportunity to continue using my gifts and talents to serve our communities.

4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent if
elected?

If I were to be elected, my plan would be to partner with the neighborhoods | represent.
Initially, it would be important to understand their dynamics, how they work best, and what
they would expect from me as their elected representative. | would find ways to connect to the
community both formally and informally; perhaps through neighborhood board meetings and
community events. Beyond getting to know the folks living in the neighborhoods | would serve,
| would also want to get to know community organizations and businesses to understand their
needs and vision for their communities as well.






5. How do you plan to engage with underrepresented groups within your district if elected?

My plan to engage with underrepresented groups within my district would be to mobilize
myself. Find ways to connect and engage. Understand the causes for underrepresentation -
what barriers have been in place? It would also be crucial to help folks understand the value of

the NRP Policy Board, and what kind of impact we could make together. Bottom line: help
people understand how we can benefit them and their communities.

6. Please list any community-based organization(s) that you are currently involved in.

Lind-Bohanon Neighborhood Board Association - Board Member
The Bond Between: People, Animals, Community - Foster

7. Please list all your current paid and unpaid affiliations.

Twin Cities Society for Human Resources Management: Mentor Program Lead
eCapital Advisors, LLC: HR Specialist

Achieve Twin Cities: Step Up Placement Day Staff
ExperTaste Marketing: Brand Ambassador

By signing this form, you waive your right to raise money, conduct phone banks, and produce campaign
literature of any kind for the purposes of getting elected to the NRP Policy Board.

Signature Amanda Ruch

01/26/2024

Date
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Audua Pugh, Jordan - District 2

1. How have your life, work and cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood
representative on NRP Policy Board?

| am a northside resident. | was Board Chair of JACC for 5 years before becoming Executive
Director in May. | have my own nonprofit, Off The Blue Couch, and | have a masters degree
in advocacy and political leadership. | am not an accountant, however, | can comprehend
and | have a good understanding of math. | am very involved in the community, and I'd like to
learn more of how NRP operates.

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

| was Board Chair of JACC for 5 years before becoming Executive Director in May 2023.

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NRP Policy Board.

I'd like to learn more of how NRP operates. | want to represent my community the best way
that | can because once | learn, | can teach someone else. What | have learned...is policy is
not easy, and | believe it was designed that way, however, | also know that policy is the way
to get things done, while setting the rules to follow, so yes, as E.D. of JACC, it would benefit
the organization for me to gain a better understanding of how NRP works and benefits the
neighborhoods.

4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent if
elected?

| am Executive Director of JACC and a trusted messenger in my community.






5. How do you plan to engage with underrepresented groups within your district if elected?

| am part of the underrepresented group. | am Black, | am a woman, and | am medium to low
income. 3 boxes checked!!!

6. Please list any community-based organization(s) that you are currently involved in.

Northside Green Zones,
Enviornmental Justice Advisory Group,
Jordan Area Community Council,
HueMan Partnership,

Zero Waste Coalition,

Zero Burn Coalition,

Off The Blue Couch, and

Rusty & The Crew.

7. Please list all your current paid and unpaid affiliations.

Please see list above

By signing this form, you waive your right to raise money, conduct phone banks, and produce campaign
literature of any kind for the purposes of getting elected to the NRP Policy Board.

SIENdEe Audua Pugh

Dar 1/22/2024










