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District 1 Neighborhoods, 
 


The Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) policy board candidate questionnaires are 
attached to this communication. 
 


In this packet of information, you will find all candidate questionnaires who have indicated they 
are seeking an NRP Policy Board district seat or an At-Large seat which are relevant to District 1.  
 
There is a possibility that other applications will be received prior to the election on February 17, 
at the Community Connections Conference, and these will be sent as stand-a-lone emails (not 
combined into one .pdf file). 
 
Additionally, nominations can be from “on-the-floor,” in which case an application would not be 
available for prior review. In this case, it is important for your neighborhood elector to be ready 
for this possibility.  
 
If you have not informed NCR of your neighborhood elector (individual responsible for casting 
your neighborhood vote) please do so as quickly as possible. Only pre-registered electors will be 
allowed to vote on your behalf.  
 
Feel free to reach out to the candidates as you wish. Some organizations have planned to: 


• Invited candidates to board meetings. 
• Created a “meet and greet” events for the entire district. 
• Planned discussions of board leaders. 


 
If you need any other information, please do not hesitate to reach out to me anytime. 
 
 
Steven P. Gallagher 
Manager, Neighborhood Programs 
Steven.Gallagher@minneapolismn.gov 
612-518-8743 cell and office 
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1. How have your life, work and cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood
representative on NRP Policy Board?


2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?


3. Describe why you want to serve on the NRP Policy Board.


4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent if
elected?


Deborah Brister, Audubon Park - District 1







5. How do you plan to engage with underrepresented groups within your district if elected?


6. Please list any community-based organization(s) that you are currently involved in.


7. Please list all your current paid and unpaid affiliations.


By signing this form, you waive your right to raise money, conduct phone banks, and produce campaign 
literature of any kind for the purposes of getting elected to the NRP Policy Board.


Signature 


Date 


Deborah Brister, Audubon Park - District 1









		Deborah Brister Audubon Park.pdf

		Section B: Voter’s guide information

		1. How have your life, work and cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on NRP Policy Board?

		2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

		3. Describe why you want to serve on the NRP Policy Board.

		4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?

		5. How do you plan to engage with underrepresented groups within your district, if elected?

		6. Please list any community-based organization(s) that you are currently involved in.

		7. Please list all your current paid and unpaid affiliations.





		Deborah Brister 2023



		How have your life, work and cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on NRP Policy Board?: My life experiences have honed my leadership, strategic planning and critical thinking skills. I'm able to draw on information with an open mind and am able to consider many perspectives before drawing conclusions or reaching solutions.
My work experiences through decades of policy work at local through international levels have taught me how to be inclusive, thoughtful and collaborative. I can envision long-term outcomes and understand there are always challenges and setbacks when policies are debated and made. 
My cultural experiences have taught me how much I don't know. Even though I have worked with colleagues in many parts of the world, I've learned never to assume things, but instead approach with curiosity and understand the importance of asking questions. 

		2 How have you participated in your neighborhood organization: I am the current Executive Director of Audubon Neighborhood Association. I've served in various capacities over the past 6 years and have led the Audubon Farmers Market, Northeast Market Garden and Audubon Spring Festival. I am a grant-writer and have secured funding for the association for projects such as our senior needs-based assessment, Audubon Business Network, Northeast Cross-Culture Tasting Tour, Northeast Market Garden Local Food Purchasing Program and more. I engage with the Audubon Park Recreation Center and Northeast Middle School, neighborhood residents and local businesses directly during meetings, door-to-door, through special events and social media. I've created the Northeast Emergency Food Growers Network and the Resilient Audubon Initiative for improved emergency preparedness. 

		3 Describe why you want to serve on the NRP Policy Board: I know the value of city-supported funding for neighborhood associations. There is nothing stronger than a community that works together on issues relevant to that neighborhood. I know Northeast Minneapolis well having owned a house in NRP District 1 for 30 years. I've seen drastic changes in that time. With my experience in policy development and oversight, and with years of direct experience with the Audubon Neighborhood Association, I feel I can provide some thoughtful insight and useful recommendations.  

		How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?: I would work with the neighborhood associations, its board and staff, and participate in events as appropriate including those such as leadership summits initiated by our council member. 

		5 How do you plan to engage with underrepresented groups within your district if elected: I would work in partnership with neighborhood associations and consult with city staff as well as with other community-based organizations. Engagement may include community meetings or special events.

		6 Please list any communitybased organizations that you are currently involved in: Audubon Neighborhood Association
Johnson Street Merchants Association
Northeast Minneapolis Arts Association

		7 Please list all your current paid and unpaid affiliations: Audubon Neighborhood Association
University of Minnesota Alumni Association
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
Minnesota Herb Society
Minnesota Mycological Society
Minnesota State Arts Board
Northeast Minneapolis Arts Association
Minnesota Farmers Market Association
Northeast Market Garden Farmers Collaborative
Johnson Street Merchants Association

		Signature: Deborah Brister  

		Date: 12/28/2023








1. How have your life, work and cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood
representative on NRP Policy Board?


2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?


3. Describe why you want to serve on the NRP Policy Board.


4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent if
elected?


Joy Smallfield, Sheridan - District 1 







5. How do you plan to engage with underrepresented groups within your district if elected?


6. Please list any community-based organization(s) that you are currently involved in.


7. Please list all your current paid and unpaid affiliations.


By signing this form, you waive your right to raise money, conduct phone banks, and produce campaign 
literature of any kind for the purposes of getting elected to the NRP Policy Board.


Signature 


Date 


Joy Smallfield, Sheridan - District 1 





		Background information

		Section A: Required information

		Section B: Voter’s guide information

		1. How have your life, work and cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on NRP Policy Board?

		2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

		3. Describe why you want to serve on the NRP Policy Board.

		4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?

		5. How do you plan to engage with underrepresented groups within your district, if elected?

		6. Please list any community-based organization(s) that you are currently involved in.

		7. Please list all your current paid and unpaid affiliations.





		How have your life, work and cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on NRP Policy Board?: My extensive experience as a board member for over 10 years in Sheridan Neighborhood Organization , including six years as president, has equipped me with a deep understanding of community dynamics, local issues, and effective organizational leadership.  Interacting with other city neighborhood organizations and city officials has given me the understanding of city policies and government structure as well as the constituents it supports, enabling me to navigate and advocate for your neighborhood's interests within the larger context of city policies and procedures.

As a nurse with a specialization in meeting people's needs and addressing adversity, my unique background brings a compassionate perspective to community matters. 



		2 How have you participated in your neighborhood organization: I spent a decade on the neighborhood board, including many years as president.  I worked with city officials, constituents, various government entities, and other neighborhoods to address issues in my community and beyond.

		3 Describe why you want to serve on the NRP Policy Board: I want to serve on the board because I understand that city policies and funding are changing.  This means it is important for neighborhoods to have a voice in how the policies reflect the community they serve.  I have a strong voice and am amenable to working, listening, and collaborating with others.  I understand that it is important for my voice to reflect the community I serve, not my own.

		How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?: I already have a strong relationship with my neighborhood association and connect with my government officials on a regular basis to express concerns and community needs.  I have collaborated many times with other neighborhoods on issues that concern people in and beyond Sheridan.  I am looking forward to expanding and cultivating relationships across the city as a whole.

		5 How do you plan to engage with underrepresented groups within your district if elected: This has been part of the work in Sheridan during my tenure and it continues today.  We have done potlucks, door knocking, multi-lingual flyers, and community events to open our organization to underrepresented communities.  I will continue to contribute to this work and look to other city entities that have had success and mirror their efforts.  One success of note in Sheridan is our relationship with The Islamic Community Center of MN. I was instrumental in establishing a community garden there and have many years of working together to provide organic food to Every Meal.

		6 Please list any communitybased organizations that you are currently involved in: Sheridan Neighborhood Organization
Leadership Building Group at North Memorial


		7 Please list all your current paid and unpaid affiliations: North Memorial Hospital and Sheridan Neighborhood Organization

		Signature: Joy L Smallfield

		Date: 1/17/24





