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Meeting Expectations

• Please wait to ask questions until the staff 
presentation is over

• Be respectful of other participants’ comments and 
opinions

• Questions will be addressed from the post-it board
• Please allow one speaker at a time

The draft being discussed tonight is only a draft. 
It is not the final document.
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Historic District Background
The Dinkytown Commercial Historic District was designated by City Council in July 
2015.

As a local historic district, the properties within the boundaries are subject to 
Minneapolis’ preservation ordinance.

When City Council approved the district, they also limited its boundaries and 
period of significance to the 1899-1929 streetcar era that was identified in the 
2015 designation study.

City Council did not approve the designation of the district for the expanded 
period of significance to the 1970s.

By law, City staff cannot change the period of significance or boundaries of the 
Dinkytown Commercial Historic District.

What has happened since 2015?
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Map
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What are contributing and non-
contributing resources?
• Contributing resources were built during the 

historic district’s period of significance (1899-1929) 
and have not been substantially altered. 

• Non-contributing resources were either built 
outside of the historic district’s period of 
significance (1899-1929) or substantially altered 
after that time period.

• Historic features and materials were installed 
during the period of significance, while non-historic
features and materials were installed outside of this 
time period. 
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• A property located in a historic district still has 
protections via the design review and heritage 
preservation application processes – this is required 
by the city’s preservation ordinance.

• A non-contributing resource does not mean that the 
property is being “de-designated.”

• Like many landmarks and historic districts, CPED 
knows that other notable stories and histories can 
exist outside a landmark or district’s period of 
significance.
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Why were some properties determined to 
be non-contributing when they had been 
noted as contributing in the 2015 study? 

• CPED did not foresee City Council only adopting the 
1899-1929 Streetcar Era period of significance and 
boundaries.

• The designation study in 2015 did not evaluate the 
district for the 1899-1929 period of significance.

• Additional research clarified building dates of 
construction and alterations.

• CPED cannot legally consider the expanded period 
of significance through 1972.
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Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation
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Ten (10) flexible design standards that are:

1. Administered by the Federal government through the National Park 
Service;

2. Used throughout the country to evaluate changes to historic 
properties;

3. Written to be usable for a variety of property types, considering the 
range of properties, districts, and histories throughout the country. 

Under Chapter 599, all proposed changes to locally 
designated properties are still evaluated under the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation, even if the district or landmark also 
has their own design guidelines.



What can or can’t Design Guidelines 
do?

• Do not regulate use, they regulate design.
• Affect changes to buildings, structures, and 

landscapes. 
• They help ensure that the historic district retains its 

historic character.
• They do not force property owners to change any 

design feature that is currently on a property.
• The design guidelines must fit into the Secretary of 

the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
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Dinkytown Commercial Historic 
District Design Guidelines
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Five Sections:

1. Introduction
2. Guidelines for Existing 

Buildings
3. Guidelines for New 

Construction
4. Guidelines for 

Mechanical Equipment 
and Trash Enclosures

5. Guidelines for Public 
Realm Infrastructure



Sample Pages
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