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Tonight’s Panelists
Alexander Kado, Transportation Planner – City of Minneapolis
Nathan Koster, Transportation Planning Manager – City of Minneapolis
Ahmed Omer,  Planning Engineer – City of Minneapolis
Chris Bower, Senior Engineer– Toole Consulting
Victoria Dan, Transit Planner – Metro Transit
Nathan Campeau, Senior Water Resources Engineer (representing) MWMO 
Niko Kubota, Environmental Design Lab Lead – Juxtaposition Arts
Preston Dorsett– Juxtaposition Arts
Irene Woods – Juxtaposition Arts
Qadiym Washington – Juxtaposition Arts

Panelist Support
Craig Vaughn, Principal, Transportation Planner – SRF Consulting
Dan McNiel, Public Engagement Coordinator – SRF Consulting
Lyssa Washington, Project Manager – 4RM+ULA



Meeting Format

• Previous engagement takeaways

• Roadway layouts

• Transit considerations

• Green Stormwater Infrastructure

• Public Art Concepts

Presentations on:

Meeting Purpose
• Share information about the Public Realm Infrastructure 

• Answer Questions regarding the Public Realm Infrastructure project

• Provide information on Green Stormwater Infrastructure

• Engage the community about Public Art 



Virtual Open House Instructions
• During the presentation attendees will be on mute  and 

have their camera disabled

• This meeting is recorded and will be shared on the  project
website

• During the presentation, please use the “Q&A”  
function to type questions or comments. We will take 
questions after each section of the presentation



Every community owes its existence and vitality to generations from around the world 
who contributed their hopes, dreams, and energy to making the history that led to this 
moment. Some were brought here against their will, some were drawn to leave their 
distant homes in hope of a better life, and some have lived on this land since time 
immemorial. Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building mutual respect and 
connection across all barriers of heritage and difference. 

We are standing on the ancestral lands of the Dakota People. We want to acknowledge 
the Ojibwe, the Ho Chunk and the other nations of people who also called this place 
home. We pay respects to their elders past and present. Please take a moment to 
consider the treaties made by the tribal nations that entitle non-Native people to live 
and work on traditional Native lands. Consider the many legacies of violence, 
displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And please 
join us in uncovering such truths at any and all public events.

The acknowledgment given in the USDAC Honor Native Land Guide - edited to reflect Minnesota tribes. In review with SIA and 
endorsed by Shannon Geshick, Executive Director Minnesota Indian Affairs Council.

Land Acknowledgement



Engagement (Intent and Goals)
What We’ve Heard: Intent & Goals:

• Design, build, and support public spaces
that prioritize inclusivity and community
ownership for Northsideresidents

• Connect Upper Harbor into greater  
community and overcome I-94barrier by  
providing safe transportationoptions

• Offer a river-front oriented experience  
with a focus on greeninfrastructure

• Support existing and future transit  
service

• Ensure projectinfo is readily available

• Strengthen the relationship between the  
diverse demographics of the North  
Minneapolis community, the project team,  
and project stakeholders

• Create desirable infrastructureand public  
realm elements that reflect community  
needs and create community excitement  
through a sense ofownership

• Ensure public questions and concerns are  
heard regarding the overall project while  
centering back on the public realm and  
infrastructure



Public Realm Infrastructure ProjectArea

• Prioritize safe and convenient pedestrian 
and bicycle  connections

• Offer a riverfront-oriented experience with 
a focus on  innovative stormwater solutions

• Provide a connected transportation 
system andthe  complementary public
utilities



What is Public Realm Infrastructure?
The public realm refers to infrastructure that is designed to help people access the site comfortably and safely. Key components of 
public realm infrastructure include a connected system of sidewalks, bikeways, transit lines and streets as well as the extension of 
public utilities such as water, stormwater management, and sanitary sewer systems.  
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What we learned from the community
To inform the design of public realm infrastructure improvements the project completed an initial 
round of outreach and community engagement in January 2021. 

Community engagement included:

• Project website

• Community survey

• Interactive comment map

• Range of promotional strategies. 

• Four virtual focus groups meetings, 

• Live virtual open house, 

• Virtual office hours with Dowling Ave. residents 
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Roadway layouts



Upper Dowling Avenue



Dowling Avenue over I-94



Lower Dowling Avenue



Parkway



33rd Avenue



Transit Considerations



Transit Considerations
Current Service (August 2021)

• Core Local Bus – access to downtown or major activity center 
along important commercial corridors

• Route 5 (1/2-mile of UHT)
• Brooklyn Center, Downtown, Chicago Ave, Mall of America
• 170 trips daily

• Route 22 (1/4-mile from UHT)
• Brooklyn Center, Downtown, METRO Blue Line stations
• 121 trips daily

• Supporting Local Bus – crosstown connections and connecting 
core local routes

• Route 32 (1/8 mile of UHT)
• Robbinsdale, Saint Anthony, Rosedale Center
• 55 trips daily

• Suburban Local Bus – transit coverage throughout the region
• Route 721 (1/8 mile of UHT)

• Brooklyn Park, Brooklyn Center, Downtown
• 3 trips AM / 3 trips PM (weekdays only)

https://www.metrotransit.org/Data/Sites/1/media/pdfs/map_system.pdf



Transit Considerations
Transitways

• METRO D Line (under construction)

• Upgrades Route 5 corridor to bus rapid transit
• Spring 2021: Construction started
• Late 2021: Area service planning begins
• Late 2022: Anticipated opening of D Line
• More info at metrotransit.org/d-line-project

• METRO Blue Line Extension (in exploration)

• Summer 2020: Hennepin County and Metropolitan 
Council announced advancement without using BNSF 
Railway right-of-way

• 2020-2021: Exploration of community supported 
routes

• Spring 2021: Release of revised potential route options
• More info at bluelineext.org

https://www.flickr.com/people/metrotransitmn/

https://www.flickr.com/people/metrotransitmn/



Transit Considerations
Potential Future Service to Upper Harbor Terminal 

• Transit Market Areas – population, employment, autos, street 
connectivity, development

• Transit Market Area II – Urban Center, transit-supportive

• Transit Planning Basics – Local Routes (Transportation Policy Plan)

• Serve a variety of trip purposes and destinations
• Match level of service to demand
• Simple and direct

• Planning Approach
• Ongoing coordination – design for compatibility with 

potential future bus service
• Readiness for bus stops
• Bus circulation, turnarounds, and parking (layover)

• Monitor – Track activity growth, study travel patterns, and 
identify unmet demand

Transportation Policy Plan, Appendix G: Transit Design Guidelines



Questions?

• Please use the “Q&A” 
function to type questions or 
comments and project staff 
will respond to comments in 
the order received.

• If you are calling into the 
meeting and would like to 
make a comment, please 
enter *9 on your phone to 
raise your hand.



Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure



Green Stormwater Infrastructure
Presentation and Discussion



Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) – District System

What it does: Designed to clean stormwater, improve habitat and connect people with each 
other; in a natural setting that improves their mental and physical wellbeing.

Where it’s located: In parks; and areas between buildings, streets, sidewalks, and trails. These 
can be publicly or privately owned with public access.

How it works: It uses above ground vegetation and water features to convey, clean, store, and 
reuse stormwater.



Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) – District System



Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)
District System Overview



Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)
Precedent Example: Heritage Park, Minneapolis



Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)
Precedent Example: MWMO Headquarters, Minneapolis 



Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)
Precedent Example: Bell Museum, Saint Paul



Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)
Precedent Example: Stormwater Plaza 8th & 

Riverside Ave., Minneapolis 



Questions?

• Please use the “Q&A” 
function to type questions or 
comments and project staff 
will respond to comments in 
the order received.

• If you are calling into the 
meeting and would like to 
make a comment, please 
enter *9 on your phone to 
raise your hand.



Public Art in the Public 
Realm



Public Art in the Public Realm
Storylines and Themes for Public Art

• Histories of ecological harm and disconnection from this place
ways that Native communities, Black communities and communities of color have  
connected to and been disconnected from the river; reconnecting to the river

• Environmental justice work and vision
ways that environmental justice organizing is shaping the Northside riverfront

• Artists’ appropriation of the Upper Harbor Terminal
aerosol artists’ mark on the UHT and its role in imagining a park

• Settlement history of the Northside
histories and presence of the Northside's diverse communities

• Food sovereignty in Black, Native and POC communities
food justice leadership on the Northside













Screen Wall Concept



Screen Wall Concept
Working Hands



Screen Wall Concept
River Movement



Screen Wall Concept
Graffiti Energy



Poll Questions

Do these storylines feel appropriate to this place 
and to inspire art for this project?

Email: Mary.Altman@minneapolismn.gov
To get added to the official call for art

Graffiti EnergyRiver MovementWorking Hands

How supportive are you of the follow screen wall concepts?

mailto:Mary.Altman@minneapolismn.gov


Questions?

• Please use the “Q&A” 
function to type questions or 
comments and project staff 
will respond to comments in 
the order received.

• If you are calling into the 
meeting and would like to 
make a comment, please 
enter *9 on your phone to 
raise your hand.



Additional Questions?

Please use the “Q&A”  function to type questions or comments.  
We will take questions and answer as many of them as possible. 



Contacts

Dan Kalmon
Planning Principal
Mississippi Watershed Management 
Organization
dkalmon@mwmo.org
(612) 746-4977

37

Alexander Kado
TransportationPlanner

City of Minneapolis – PublicWorks  
301 4th Ave S – Suite 785N  
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Work Cell Phone: 612-916-9045  
(primary at this time)
Work Office: 612-673-5192
(voicemail only)  
alexander.kado@minneapolismn.gov

Nathan Koster
TransportationPlanning Manager

City of Minneapolis– Public Works  
301 4th Ave S – Suite 785N  
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Work Cell Phone: 612-246-0220  
(primary at this time)
Work Office: 612-673-3638
(voicemail only)  
Nathan.koster@minneapolismn.gov

Bruce Jacobson
Landscape Architect
brucedjacobson@outlook.com
612-244-7702

Nathan Campeau
Vice President
Senior Water Resources Engineer
ncampeau@barr.com
cell: 612.710.8140

mailto:dkalmon@mwmo.org
mailto:alexander.kado@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:alexander.kado@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:brucedjacobson@outlook.com
mailto:ncampeau@barr.com


Closing thoughts

• Website: www.upperharbormpls.com

• Call for local artists to participate in creation of art in the 
public realm

• Stay involved – provide input on public art in the public realm
• What do you want to see?
• How will it represent the Northside?

• Look out for the Public Realm Infrastructure Design Booklet 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND INPUT!

http://www.upperharbormpls.com/
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