TOP 10 
MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
ABOUT
MINNEAPOLIS SIDEWALK FOOD CARTS


1) Are the rules for food carts and food trucks the same?  No.  Policies and procedures guiding Sidewalk Food Carts and Mobile Food Trucks vary greatly.  Reading through each application will help you decide which one is right for you.  

2) I see food trucks jockey for a parking spot daily.  Can I move my cart from place to place?  No.  A sidewalk cart applicant chooses a specific site where to vend.  Cart vendors retain their spots, day-to-day, year-to-year.  

3) I want to vend on the Nicollet Mall.  Can I choose any spot on the Mall?  No.  Because the Mall is such a popular destination with many competing interests, the Downtown Council has pre-determined specific sites for carts.  A map of currently available locations is kept up-to-date.   

4) [bookmark: _GoBack]Can I operate at any other location besides the Nicollet Mall?  Yes.  Carts can also operate, with some exceptions, within the boundaries of the Greater Downtown area.  (See available locations.) 

5) Can I grill on my cart?  No.  But, grilling is allowed within a Mobile Food Truck.

6) Can I use a second hand cart?  Maybe.  While some municipality’s health rules governing carts (such as NSF Standard # 59) may be similar to Minneapolis, others are not.  Contact the Minneapolis Health Department for questions.

7) Can I operate at bar closing?  No.  Food cannot be sold from carts after 11:00 PM.  

8) Can I hook into the Nicollet Mall’s electric supply?  If there happens to be an outlet near an available site, you may contact the Minneapolis Downtown Council to inquire about purchasing electricity.

9) Can I operate at one of the lakes or on other park property?  Contact the Minneapolis Park Board to determine if they have current openings for cart vendors. 

10) Can I operate during the Thursday Farmers Market?  Yes.  Some pre-approved Nicollet Mall sidewalk food cart locations even occupy the same side of the block as the farmer’s market.  On rare occasions, it may be necessary for a cart or market vendor to make minor location adjustments to accommodate each another.  
