
 

 

 
 

Animal Care & Control 

Advisory Board 
March 4, 2013 

 
Minutes 

 
Attendees:   
 
Nancy Driver, Sandra McNeal, Dr. Kim Culbertson, Maureen Haggerty, Shannon 
McKenzie, Anne Johnson, Tracy Schubert, Anne Hendrickson, Dan Niziolek and 
Jeanette Wiedemeier Bower 
 
Absent:   Florence Brammer, Mike O’Dell and Katie Grillaert 
 
Guest: Dr. Terri Derr, Cam Gordon, Jake Schramm (Save-a-Bull Rescue), Kate 
Benvenuti (Twin Cities Pet Rescue) and Christine Hinrichs and Maia Rumpho-
Stellflug (Pet Project Rescue) 
 
Jeanette called the meeting to order at 2:04pm, and thanked the group for coming.   

 
Old Business 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes – The group voted to approve the December 
minutes 

 
2. Behavioral Evaluations – Dr. Terri Derr gave a Powerpoint presentation 

to the board relating to behavioral evaluations.  MACC will be moving 
forward in the future to perform behavioral evaluations for every dog that 
enters the animal shelter.  We had a robust conversation about the 
specific behavioral evaluation MACC is looking to use, how the test will be 
used, when MACC will roll-out the test, etc.  There were a number of 
questions from the representatives from the rescue groups in attendance.  
This is an introductory conversation; MACC will hold future conversations 
with MACC partners as we move forward with this initiative.   
 

3. Trap Neuter Return – Council Member Cam Gordon recently introduced 
an ordinance allowing TNR in the City of Minneapolis as a humane way to 
deal with the feral cat problem.  Estimates from the ASPCA show that 



 

Minneapolis could have upwards of 100,000 feral cats.  Cam attended the 
meeting to discuss the issue and obtain input from the MACC Advisory 
Board members.  He is also meeting with other constituent groups, 
including the Audubon Society.  Representatives from Pet Project Rescue 
were invited to join the conversation because of their past work with TNR. 

 
Cam noted that he wanted to introduce the ordinance to allow nonprofit 
community groups to undertake this work.  He was clear that this is not 
something government can do on its own; rather, the ordinance changes 
would allow residents to work to solve community problems 
collaboratively.  Cam asked the group for input on their experiences with 
TNR, or to ask specific questions.  

 
Dr. Kim described her experiences with TNR and the individuals who 
cared for them.  She described the “vacuum effect” which means that 
when a cat is removed from its colony in a specific neighborhood, other 
cats move into that area.  Therefore, simply trapping and killing feral cats 
is not solving the problem; it may in fact be making it worse.  However, if 
we sterilize the feral cat colony members and vaccinate them to keep the 
colony healthy, the original feral cats will prevent new cats from entering 
the colony. 

 
Maia explained that there are many benefits to the community, including 
unwanted behaviors that lessen or dissipate once a cat is sterilized (i.e., 
howling, fighting, and spraying). 

 
Cam asked if there were a specific number of cats that are cared for by 
community members.  The group agreed that the size of the colony varies 
– from 1 to 30. It is hard to count the number of feral cats in Minneapolis, 
although a new data discussed at the meeting shows a 1:6 ratio of cats to 
humans.  Maia and Christine from Pet Project Rescue provided a great 
deal of information about their current TNR program and how they 
manage the program in the community.  Jeanette reported that a project in 
Chicago reported no new kittens born within participating colony caregiver 
groups last year. 
 
Cam asked the group how to screen applicants who want to be colony cat 
caregivers.  Dr. Kim suggested that if a person is allowed to feed the 
colony, they must be required to sterilize the cats.  However, the 
caregivers cannot afford to sterilize the cats based on the high numbers of 
cats in each colony.  If Minneapolis imposes a fee for the permit, Dr. Kim 
suggested that the fee be affordable because these residents are caring 
for cats that do not belong to them.  Pet Project Rescue has an ASPCA 
grant to pay for this work in the community and works collaboratively with 
community members and MNSNAP to do the surgeries.  Maia and 
Christine reminded the group that feral cat caregivers do not own these 



 

cats; instead, they merely want to do not want to see these animals suffer 
during the cold winter months and hot summer months.   
 
Cam would like to establish a task force to study the issue.  Interested 
board members or community members can reach out to Jeanette, who 
then will forward contact information to Cam’s office.  
 

4. Continued discussion on Ordinance Change re: Tethering Dogs – 
The group has discussed a possible ordinance change relating to 
tethering at the last two meetings.  Dan Niziolek had questions about the 
percentage of body weight for collar weight (1/8 of the body weight of the 
dog).   Anne H. recommended that we put a maximum weight limit (i.e., 5 
lb).  Dan also pointed out that the proposed language notes that a dog 
cannot be out during cold or heat weather advisories.  Dan suggested that 
we met separately to work out more issues.  Jeanette will send out a 
meeting request to the board for a future date.  

 
5. Committee Reports 

 
a. Animal Care & Socialization – Shannon, Nancy, Katie and Anne H 

 
Nancy described a new initiative called Project Adopt.  Earlier in 
February, we met with two volunteers to begin work on a pilot 
project for “treating” dogs for being calm and quiet in the kennels.   
We will have the two volunteers work with the dogs for a few more 
weeks, gather more data, and then roll it out to the dog volunteers 
later this spring.    
 
We will introduce a similar training to the entire cat volunteer 
population in mid-March aimed at using Clicker Training.  The end 
goal is to increase adoptability in our dogs and cats and reduce 
stress in shelter animals.  Based on the first few weeks of work on 
the pilot program with dogs, we are very excited for the program.  
 

b. Community Building & Revenue Enhancement Committee – 
Florence, Kim, Sandra and Tracy 

 
Tracy gave an update on the banners for the exterior of the 
building.  The committee has worked on getting competitive bids.  
We were successful in getting the permit fee waived through the 
City of Minneapolis.  

 
c. Responsible Pet Ownership – Maureen, Anne J. and Mike 

No report at this time. 
 
 



 

New Business 
 

6. MACC Updates 
 

a. Spay Neuter Proposal – Jeanette reported that MACC will be 
sterilizing all animals that leave the shelter for public adoption or 
transfer to rescue groups.  Our target date is May 2013. 
 

b. Updated: Dangerous Animal Ordinance Changes – Dan 
reported that a public hearing was held last week and the proposed 
changes were received favorably by the board.  Only one person 
from the public attended to voice concerns about the changes, and 
their issue was specifically with the fee structure.  The city council 
is expected to vote next week on the ordinance.  If there are no 
problems, we will roll out the changes this fall.  

 
c. MACC Website – Jeanette updated the board on the MACC’s new 

initiative to overhaul the animal shelter’s website.  We have been 
collaborating with the University of Minnesota, and have gathered a 
group of residents who have work experience in web design, 
graphic design and technical editing.  The next step is to move the 
modifications into a test platform and MACC will share this site with 
the Advisory Board before we introduce it publicly.  

 
d. MACC Board Members up for Renewal of Term – The final 

meeting of the 2011-13 board will be June 3, 2013.  Jeanette 
distributed the renewal forms and asked that board members to 
complete the form if they would like to renew their term.  Today is 
Dr. Kim’s final meeting.  Jeanette thanked her for her many 
contributions and valuable work on the board.  

 
 
Upcoming Meeting:  June 3, 2013 (final meeting of the 2011-13 board) 


