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Deck Check 

 
To avoid injuries or possible tragedy it is important to take a close look at your deck to determine if there is danger 
of it collapsing. Here are some items to look at: 
 
 If attached to the house-is the deck pulling away from the house? 
 
 Can you see any deterioration of the metal hardware? 

Due to the different chemicals used in treated wood, if the hardware was not the correct match for the 
treated lumber used, there is danger of corrosion which could cause failure of the connections. 
 

 Is the deck twisting or leaning? 
 
 Are the footings leaning? 

 
For information on deck construction and permits go to: 
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@regservices/documents/webcontent/convert_266616.pdf 
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@regservices/documents/webcontent/convert_253279.pdf 

 
???   Tree House   OR   Raised Deck   ??? 

 
How to identify whether you are constructing a raised deck or a tree house: 
 

 A tree house is supported completely by the tree.  
 A raised deck has posts to support it even if it is partially supported by a tree. 
 If there are posts it IS a raised deck. 

 
A raised deck requires: 

 A permit for construction.  
 Plans to be reviewed to determine compliance with the building code. 
 A site plan to be reviewed to determine compliance with zoning requirements. 
 A guard (guard rail) if its floor is more than 30 inches above the ground. 

 
A tree house does not require a permit. 
 

 
PLEASE build safely. 

 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@regservices/documents/webcontent/convert_266616.pdf
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@regservices/documents/webcontent/convert_253279.pdf
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Swimming Pools: Numbers to Know 

 
2’ - Any structure or tank containing water and having a depth of 2 feet or more at any point 

AND 
150 sq’ - having a surface area exceeding 150 square feet (about a 14 feet diameter) meets the definition of a 

swimming pool. 
 

4’ – The minimum height of the fence and gate required is 4 feet when a pool is 2 feet deep by 150 square feet 
surface area (or deeper or larger). The gate must be self closing with latches near the top where a small child 

cannot reach. Plus it must be able to be locked.  
The space under the fence must not be over 4 inches high. 

 
3’ - Any pool having a depth of 3 feet (36 inches) or greater shall have a means to climb out in the form of steps or 

ladders. Treads of steps and ladders must be equipped with a non-slip surface. 
 

111 - Chapter 111 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances covers swimming pool requirements. 
 

http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=11490&stateId=23&stateName=Minnesota  
 
 

‘Call BEFORE You Dig’ has a new phone number: just dial 811 

Installing a swimming pool? Building a deck? Planting a tree? Installing a mailbox? 811 is the new number you 
should call before you begin any digging project.  

A new, federally-mandated national "Call Before You Dig" number, 811 was created to help protect you from 
unintentionally hitting underground utility lines while working on digging projects. People digging often make 
risky assumptions about whether or not they should get their utility lines marked due to concerns about project 
delays, costs and previous calls about other projects. These assumptions can be life-threatening.  

Every digging job requires a call – even small projects like planting trees or shrubs. If you hit an underground 
utility line while digging, you can harm yourself or those around you, disrupt service to an entire neighborhood 
and potentially be responsible for fines and repair costs. 

PLEASE build safely. 

http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=11490&stateId=23&stateName=Minnesota

