Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee Minutes
March 28, 2012, 4 PM -6 PM
Room 333 Minneapolis City Hall

Members Present: Nick Mason, Jennifer Ringold, Joe Bernard, Matthew Hendricks, Billy
Binder, Paul Frenz, Bill Dooley, Sarah Stewart, Marin Byrne, Roy Hallanger, Andrew Rankin,
Bob Hain, Hokan, Gina Mitteco, Robin Garwood, Richard Anderson, Lisa Bender, Georgianna
Yantos, Brian Funk

Members Absent: Gary Nelson, Peter Wagenius, Ethan Fawley, Jim Skoog, Hope Johnson,
Janice Gepner

Others Present: Lesley Schack, Bill Lindeke, Michelle, Steve Cook

Actions

1. The Committee added the topic of Bike Friendly Business Districts to the 3E
subcommittee agenda.

2. The Committee approved a resolution to support a right-sided, protected bike lane on
Park and Portland, speed reduction and extension of bicycle lanes to Highway 62 (see
Appendix I).

3. The Committee approved a resolution to support bicycle improvements on Morgan
Avenue as part of the Penn Avenue reconstruction (see Appendix I).

4. The Committee approved a resolution to identify priority policies from the Bike Master
Plan for implementation this year (see Appendix I).

Summaries of Discussions

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm and chaired by Nick Mason. The Agenda
was unanimously approved. The Minutes were amended to read “Minneapolis Bicycle
Coalition” in the last bullet under announcements and unanimously approved.

1. National Bike Summit
Nick Mason gave a recap of the National Bike Summit:

e There was great turnout at the National Bike Summit

e Senate passed a bipartisan bill - MAP 21. Senator Klobachar amendment kept funding
for recreational trail funding. The Minnesota group thanked her for her support. Senator
Franken and his staff are very supportive of bicycling and walking in the federal
transportation bill.

e On the House side, the group asked for a clean extension of the current transportation bill
and to support W1 Representative Tom Petri’s amendment.

e Nick showed a video of Long Beach’s Bike Friendly Business District Merchant
meetings, bikes, bike racks, walk your bike, bike valet, pedicab rides, organized bike
rides, free bike portraits, events, partnerships with bike businesses, marketing and
promotion. Media publicity, new customers, increased sales.

e Bike Friendly Business Districts was added to the 3E committee



2. Reapplying to serve on the BAC and ethics training

Shaun Murphy gave an update about serving on the BAC:

The deadline is Friday April 13 to reapply for the BAC. About eight of the existing ward
appointees let Shaun know they were re-applying. Shaun will check in with the
remaining members.

Jennifer Ringold announced that the Park Board will send out a notice this week about
reapplying for Park Board seats.

Robin Garwood suggested that members seeking reappointment should get in touch with
the city council members to check in about reappointment and also take note that the
recent city council ward redistricting might impact the appointment process.

If members have not completed their ethics training, they need to do this. Members who
have not completed their training are: Bob Hain, Billy Binder, Bill Dooley, Joshua
Haudek, Gina Mitteco, Jennifer Ringold.

3. Sabo Bridge Update
Shaun Murphy gave an update about the Sabo Bridge:

The forensics has been delayed to make sure it is accurate

Protected right arrow at 26th for cars has been removed to make it safer for the trail
crossing. There is also a sign now that says Right Turns Yield to Bikes

There is no date set yet for reopening the bridge. First the forensics report will need to
identify the problems. Then there will be fixes identified.

Matthew Hendricks asked if there was a way to improve the curb cuts at Hiawatha, where
the west side is narrow and the east side does not have an ADA-accessible curb ramp.
Funding would need to be identified for these fixes.

MnDOT would be responsible for the curb ramps and there has been a formal complaint
forwarded to MnDOT’s ADA compliance office. They are looking to see the scope and
cost of making it compliant.

4. Engineering, Equity and Evaluation Subcommittee
Matthew Hendricks presented the recommendations of the engineering subcommittee:

2012 County maintenance projects. The County will be repaving 13 miles of roadway
and plans to include bicycle facilities on 72% of the roads.

0 Penn Avenue S is not recommended for bike facilities

o Park and Portland — the County is considering shifting the bike lane to the right
side. The engineering subcommittee asked about a protected bicycle lane on the
curb side of car parking, similar to 1 Avenue in downtown. The County voiced
concerns about winter maintenance and political pressure to not use that kind of
treatment.

o 1% Avenue NE - there was consensus about adding bicycle lanes to this area at a
previous time but the County no longer wants to put in bicycle facilities because
there is a state law that prohibits the removal of bicycle facilities in the future.
This corridor is planned for street cars lines in the future so the County wants to
wait until the study is finished to consider bicycle facilities.



o0 Cedar Avenue — This street is not on the bike master plan and is not planned to
include bicycle facilities.

o0 Marshall Street — the County recommends the addition of sharrows. There is
some interest in utilizing a configuration with 7’ parking, 5’ bike lanes and 10’
travel lanes but that is outside the County’s comfort zone.

0 Washington Avenue at 7 Corners — The County plans to maintain sharrows west
of 1-35W, east of 1-35W there is more conversation needed with the City because
of planned pedestrian improvements.

0 42nd Street South — The County recommends adding sharrows. Parking removal
would be required for bicycle lanes, and there is potential to remove parking to
add bicycle lanes.

0 Glenwood Avenue — The County plans a combination of bike lanes and sharrows
which has discussed with representatives from the City. The configuration of 7°
parking, 5’ bike lanes and 10’ travel lanes would allow for bicycle lanes for the
entire roadway.

o Action: Matthew Hendricks moved to support right-side bike lanes on Park and
Portland Avenues, and further encourages Hennepin County to install the widest
bike lane possible, and explore a painted buffer between the bike lane and the
nearest travel lane or a protected bicycle lane. The BAC also supports retiming
the signals to reduce the travel speeds. The BAC supports the extension of
bicycle lanes to Highway 62. Billy Binder seconded.

= Discussion: the idea was offered to create a Bicycle Boulevard on Oakland
instead of Park and Portland. Others felt there would be a delay for the
Oakland project. The portion of Portland south to 62 is a good
opportunity to fill a gap in the south. A question was asked about the
speed limit. The engineering subcommittee did not discuss the issue but it
could potentially be included in the study of signal retiming.

= The motion passed with one abstention by Bob Hain.

0 The group discussed the relationship between the BAC and Hennepin County
staff. It was decided to put the discussion on a future agenda.

Penn Avenue S — The City will reconstruct Penn Avenue S from 52" Street and Morgan
Avenue. The City proposed two alternatives which included bicycle facilities. There
was significant community opposition to the alternative that included a raised cycletrack
because of concerns about removing parking. As a result, Shaun Murphy has proposed
an alternative bicycle route on Morgan Avenue.

o Bill Dooley moved that the Bicycle Advisory Committee supports bicycle-related
improvements on Morgan Avenue as part of the Penn Avenue reconstruction.
Seconded by Richard Anderson.

0 Motion passed unanimously



e City Capital Program — Jennifer Hager presented about the five —year CIP process.
This year, we’ll touch base with her office earlier, in August or September. There are a
number of bicycle improvements in the current five year CIP.

e Updates on old business

0 Lowry Bridge: Shaun met with the project manager of the Lowry Bridge
reconstruction. The transitions between the street and the sidewalk will be
smooth. The ramps on the east side of the bridge at Marshall Street are not
possible so instead the County plans to do a double wide ramp of the sidewalk.
To get on to the sidewalk on the north side, the driveway would be used, but there
would a smooth curb instead of the typical higher lip. The County was not as
receptive to the idea of striping on the sidewalk. They could potentially put
symbols down but do not want to mark the sidewalk area because of design
issues. The County was not receptive to the idea of adding a Right Turns Yield to
Cars at Marshall but Shaun will take the project manager to see examples in
Minneapolis.

o Central Avenue: MnDOT project managers met with CM Reich and there have
been some internal meetings. There were 300 postcards delivered to the MnDOT
Commissioner. MnDOT hasn’t responded to those yet because the decision
hasn’t been made at the upper levels of management.

o 7 Corners: The PAC recommended that the medians not be installed to allow for
bike lanes.

5. Education, Encouragement, and Enforcement Subcommittee
Robin Garwood presented the recommendations of the three E subcommittee:
e 2012 Priorities: The policy priorities were identified in this order: 1) Open Streets, 2)

Greenways, and 3) Complete Streets.
0 Robin Garwood moved to support the policies priorities. Richard Anderson
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

e Minneapolis Public Schools was chosen as a pilot site for the MnDOT bicycle and
pedestrian curriculum program. The District was able to purchase two fleets of bicycles.
One fleet will be shared between three elementary schools in North Minneapolis, and the
other fleet will be shared between an elementary and middle school in Northeast
Minneapolis.

e TLC is planning a training in April for law enforcement officers.

6. Minnesota Bike Summit
Nick Mason presented the results of the second Minnesota Bike Summit:

e 125 people attended the summit, 30 meetings were scheduled and there were more walk-
in meetings. The reception was very good.

e The Mississippi River Trail has been designated a state bikeway.



The flashing white bicycle lights and studded tires legislation will be in Omnibus
Transportation Bills.

Safe Routes to School program is getting support for the state bonding bill. A coalition
of about 30 organizations have put this on or at the top of their legislative agendas.

The vulnerable road user bill will likely be back next year.

7. Announcements

The downtown TMO is hosting the downtown transportation summit tomorrow, on
March 29, including 130 businesses. There was a suggestion to raise the issue of adding
bicycle amenities during remodeling projects. On April 1, the commuter challenge will
be launched by the region’s three TMOs.

On Friday, the Seward Bike Center will get a fiscal agreement from the City to open a
shop like Venture North in Seward.

Dero Zap cordon around downtown is moving forward with support from the
Councilmember’s office, particularly if no new poles are installed.

A visitor mentioned he was impressed by the energy of the group and the subcommittees.
Has a particular interest to encourage bicyclists to follow the rules of the road to increase
respect and enhance safety.

Park Board: April 10, 6:30pm (at the Park Board Headquarters on River Road) is one of
the last citizen advisory committee meetings for Wirth Park. There has been a debate
about putting in an event loop, which would be designed for a High School mountain
biking league. Other mountain bike trails will be added in Brownie Park with a
connection between Brownie and Wirth Park.

Parking meter to bike rack conversion program is now open anywhere in Minneapolis
where there are or will soon be consolidated parking meters. An individual or business
can purchase a spot for $50. The city is covering the other $50 and the cost of
installation. Uptown, West Bank and Downtown are being converted. Dinkytown,
Stadium Village and the portion of downtown that have already been converted are also
eligible for the bike racks.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:07 pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Lisa Bender.
send comments to lisapbender[at]gmail.com



APPENDIX I: Full Text of Resolutions

A) Bicycle Lanes on Park and Portland Avenue

The BAC supports right-side bike lanes on Park and Portland Avenues, and further
encourages Hennepin County to install the widest bike lane possible, and explore a painted
buffer between the bike lane and the nearest travel lane or a protected bicycle lane. The BAC
also supports retiming the signals to reduce the travel speeds. The BAC supports the
extension of bicycle lanes to Highway 62.

B) Bicycle Improvements to Morgan Avenue as an Alternative to Penn Avenue

The Bicycle Advisory Committee supports the following bicycle-related improvements as

part of the Penn Avenue reconstruction project:

e Way finding signs are installed to connect the Lake Harriet and Richfield, using a side
street route along Morgan and Newton Avenues.

e Street name signs with bicycle symbols are installed along the new bike route.

e Acurb cutis installed at the intersection of 52nd Street and Morgan Avenue, so that
bicyclists can access the pedestrian bridge connection between Newton and Morgan
Avenues.

e The sidewalk between Penn and Oliver Avenues (north of the Highway 62 sound wall) is
widened to at least six feet, and the curb ramp and sidewalk on the northeast corner of
Penn Avenue and Highway 62 is built such that a bicyclist can make a northbound to
eastbound right turn without riding through the yard of the property at 6137 Penn
Avenue.

C) 2012 Priorities from the Implementation Plan

The Bicycle Advisory Committee supports the work plan, which includes the following

implementation plan items identified as priorities for the upcoming year:

e Complete streets policy development (Rec. 3.1)

e Low-volume street to greenway conversion policy (Rec. 3.5)

e Preserving/increasing funding for bicycle infrastructure and programming (Rec.’s 2.2 &
5.8)

e Open streets event permitting

We recognize there are significant opportunities with these items specific to the 2012
calendar year.



