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Conference Room 2 

 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 
 
 
 
4:00 – 4:05 Introductions, Approval of Minutes 
 
4:05 – 4:30 Dock Street / Cedar Lake Trail (Paul Miller) 
 
4:30 – 4:45 Bike Trail Maintenance in 2012 (Steve Collin / Metro Transit rep. TBD) 
 
4:45 – 5:00 Minnehaha Avenue Reconstruction (Nick Peterson) 
 
5:00 – 5:15 Washington Avenue (Lisa Peterson Bender) 
 
5:15 – 5:25 Update on County Projects (Shaun Murphy) 
 
5:25 – 5:45 2012 County Maintenance Projects: consideration of draft resolution from BAC to 
Hennepin County  
 
 
 
 



 

DRAFT – 5-18-2012  
Presented at the 4/17/12 Engineering Subcommittee. 
Changes made based on discussion, in preparation for May 22 EC meeting. 
 
 
The BAC applauds the forward-thinking and strategic approach of finding opportunities for 
including bike facilities as part of already-planned street maintenance projects. The BAC supports 
the recommendations of Hennepin County Public Works Staff as presented on March 21, with the 
following additional recommendations: 
 
Park Avenue (3.18 miles); Portland Avenue (4.13 miles) – Between Washington Avenue and 46th 
Street, consider reducing the number of lanes from 3 to 2, with dedicated turn lanes where turning 
volumes are highest.  Large sections of this one-way couplet are underutilized by auto traffic, and 
neighborhood complaints about livability and safe pedestrian crossings are related to current 
traffic patterns.  A 3 to 2 lane conversion wherever possible would enable  the addition of 
comfortable buffer lanes between the bike lanes and automobiles. 
 
1st Avenue NE (0.44 miles) – In light of the fact that streetcar implementation on this route may 
not occur for several years even in the best-case scenario, the BAC recommends the addition of 
bike lanes to this segment.  The streetcar study will undoubtedly evaluate the interplay between 
bike lanes and a potential streetcar line.  Funding for the streetcar is undetermined at this early 
stage.  In other recent transit improvement projects in Minneapolis, including bus-related 
projects, bike lanes have been eliminated to make space for transit operations, and the BAC 
recommends the addition of a bike lane at this location with the understanding that the lanes may 
not be permanent. 
 
Marshall Street (1.02 miles) – Reconsider the addition of sharrows.  While sharrows provide 
some benefit in specific contexts, they may also be detrimental for such a long stretch on a street 
with heavy 2-way auto traffic.  With a typical dimension of 15’ between the centerline and parked 
vehicles, bicyclists may not feel comfortable ‘taking the lane’ and prohibiting motorized traffic 
from passing, even with the presence of sharrows.   
 
Streets with 44’ curb to curb dimensions (Marshall Street, Penn Avenue North, Glenwood 
Avenue) –  Based on the safety improvements demonstrated by the 10-5-7 layout in other cities 
over the past decade, the Minneapolis BAC recommends that Hennepin County pilot a 10-5-7 
layout on at least one of its current projects in Minneapolis with a curb-to-curb dimension of 44’.  
For locations where the 10-5-7 pilot is not implemented, we request that the County design the 
striping in such a way that the option of later including a bike lane remains, so that bike lanes 
may be cost-effectively added in the future, if the pilot proves successful. 
 
The BAC requests updates from County staff as projects achieve design & planning milestones or 
encounter significant barriers to the inclusion of bike facilities.  We also wish to reiterate our 
gratitude to Hennepin County staff for their diligent efforts to consider bicyclists early in the 
process for these projects, and Hennepin County staff’s practice of communicating early and 
often with our committee. 


