
City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

3:30 pm to 5:30 pm

City Hall Room 333
Members:

Voting Community Members:  

	( Philip Ailiff
	( Neal Baxter
	( Scott Engel
	( Amber Fink
	( Jack Garland

	( Matti Gurney (Chair)
	( Diane Hansen
	( Dan Herber
	( Tony Hull
	( Ann Kattreh

	( Amy Loegering
	( Andrea Long
	( Don Ostrom
	( Julia Tabbut
	( Kelly Wilder (Vice-Chair)


Non-Voting Agency Members:
	( Rebecca Gomez (Bike/Walk Amb’s)
	( Karen Nikolai (Hennepin County)
	( Mike Mechtenberg (Metro Transit)

	( James Andrew (Metropolitan Council)
	( Mary Jackson (Mn/DOT)
	( Joe Bernard (Mpls CPED)

	( Sarah Stewart (Mpls DHFS)
	( Dean Christenson (Mpls Police)
	( Anna Flintoft (Mpls Public Works)

	( Jennifer Ringold (MPRB)
	( Julie Danzl (Mpls Public Schools)
	( Steve Sanders (U of M)


Meeting Agenda:

1. Announcements and Agency updates (opportunity for members to inform committee of activities of interest)

2. Approval of October 5 Meeting Notes (Attachment 1)


3. Hiawatha Avenue  Pedestrian Crossings Improvement Project – Robb Luckow, Hennepin County

Robb will introduce the project.  Then the Committee will go on a field walk of the project area, travelling via LRT.  Please bring LRT fare.

4. Next Meeting:  December 7, 2011
Upcoming Meeting Topics:

	Topics
	Tentative Date

	Construction Zone Practices:  End of Construction Season Review 
	December 2011

	Sidewalk Café Standards
	December 2011

	Pedestrian Master Plan Annual Status Report
	December 2011

	ADA Transition Plan
	Dec 2011/Jan 2012

	Pedestrian-Related Traffic Crash Trends:  Mn/DOT & Mpls Public Works
	January 2012

	Traffic Safety Enforcement & Education
	TBD

	Crosswalk Marking Practices
	TBD


City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 

Meeting Notes

Wednesday, October 5, 2011

Attendance:  

Voting Community Members:  

	( Philip Ailiff
	( Neal Baxter
	( Scott Engel
	( Amber Fink
	( Jack Garland

	( Matti Gurney (Chair)
	( Diane Hansen
	( Dan Herber
	( Tony Hull
	( Ann Kattreh

	( Amy Loegering
	( Andrea Long
	( Don Ostrom
	( Julia Tabbut
	( Kelly Wilder (Vice-Chair)


Non-Voting Agency Members:
	( Rebecca Gomez (Bike/Walk Amb’s)
	( Karen Nikolai (Hennepin County)
	( Mike Mechtenberg (Metro Transit)

	( James Andrew (Metropolitan Council)
	( Mary Jackson (Mn/DOT)
	( Joe Bernard (Mpls CPED)

	( Sarah Stewart (Mpls DHFS)
	( Dean Christenson (Mpls Police)
	( Anna Flintoft (Mpls Public Works)

	( Jennifer Ringold (MPRB)
	( Julie Danzl (Mpls Public Schools)
	( Steve Sanders (U of M)


Other Attendees:  Shaun Murphy, Mike Kennedy, Brette Hjelle

1. Announcements and Agency Updates.  

· Julie Danzl announced that International Bike/Walk to School Day is today.  She was at Hiawatha Community School this morning, where 100 kids biked or walked to school today.

· Sarah Stewart announced that the City is having a kick-off event for the North Minneapolis Bike/Walk Center on October 8, 10:30am-2:30pm at 1830 Glenwood Avenue.  They are still hiring an education/community outreach coordinator.  
· Sarah Stewart distributed a handout on the Making It Better Challenge, which will highlight stories of physical activity and healthy eating.  More information is online at www.makingitbettermn.org.  

· Joe Bernard announced that CPED and Council Member Gordon are organizing a walking tour of the Riverside Extension reconstruction project, which includes 4th Street and 15th Avenue in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood west of Cedar Avenue on October 15 at 10:30am at the Brian Coyle Community Room.

· Anna Flintoft announced that the City is proceeding with interviews for the new Bike/Walk Coordinator Position.

· Tony Hull announced that Bike/Walk Twin Cities and Minneapolis Public Works have completed the 2011 bicycle and pedestrian counts.

2. Approval of October 5 Meeting Notes.  The committee approved the October 5 meeting notes.


3. Wayfinding Signage Update.  Shaun Murphy from Minneapolis Public Works provided an update on the installation of 250 pedestrian and bicycle wayfinding signs.  This is the first time, the City has installed wayfinding signs for pedestrian “shortcuts,” i.e. sidewalks or pedestrian pathways that are not adjacent to streets and not part of a park or a bicycle/pedestrian trail.
4. Sidewalk Snow Clearance Update.  Mike Kennedy and Brette Hjelle from Minneapolis Public Works provided an update on efforts to improve sidewalk snow clearance in the 2011/2012 snow season.  Several efforts are underway:

· Enhanced Communications – Additional efforts are being made to encourage the public to report problem sidewalks to 311.

· Shorter Reinspection Timelines – The timeline between first inspection and second inspection will be reduced from approximately 7 days to 4 days.  A failed second inspection will result in an order for removal and a new Administration Citation.  

· Use of Administrative Citations – A new process is under development to transition from Hennepin County citations to Administrative Citations. The current citations are used on a very limited basis. Public Works will be requesting City Council authority at the end of this month to use an Administrative Citation to encourage property owners to comply with snow shoveling requirements.

· Pilot project using a contractor for abatement – A new pilot program to use private contractors to remove snow rather than city crews is underway in the 10th Ward.
· 311/Assistance Programs – 311 will be connecting people who need assistance shoveling snow with low-cost assistance programs, such as Handiworks.  
Committee questions included:  

· Is it possible to tie the revenue from administrative citations to the need-based assistance programs?  Mike Kennedy replied that they will need a year of experience to understand if this is possible.

· How much will the administrative fine be?  Probably around $75.

· What is happening with enhanced corner clearance (the triangle of snow between the crosswalk and sidewalks that is left by snow plows)?  Public Works clears sidewalk corners once streets and alleys and trails are cleared; this is a time-consuming process.  Public Works proposed a $1 million extraordinary corner clearing program for the City budget, but we don’t know if it will be included in the final budget.  

5. Walk-Friendly Communities Recognition Program.  Anna Flintoft explained that the City was awarded the gold-level Walk Friendly Communities recognition along with Chicago and San Francisco.  Currently Seattle is the only platinum-level city in the program.  The program provided some feedback on the application, which she will share at a future meeting.  The primary issues identified in the feedback were a lack of an updated ADA Transition Plan and limited enforcement activities.

6. Next Meeting.  The next Committee meeting will be on November 2, 2011.
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