City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 

Meeting Notes

Wednesday, July 27, 2011

Attendance:  

Voting Community Members:  

	( Philip Ailiff
	( Neal Baxter
	( Scott Engel
	( Amber Fink
	( Jack Garland

	( Matti Gurney (Chair)
	( Diane Hansen
	( Dan Herber
	( Tony Hull
	( Ann Kattreh

	( Amy Loegering
	( Andrea Long
	( Don Ostrom
	( Julia Tabbut
	( Kelly Wilder (Vice-Chair)


Non-Voting Agency Members:
	( Rebecca Gomez (Bike/Walk Amb’s)
	( Karen Nikolai (Hennepin County)
	( Mike Mechtenberg (Metro Transit)

	( James Andrew (Metropolitan Council)
	( Mary Jackson (Mn/DOT)
	( Joe Bernard (Mpls CPED)

	( Sarah Stewart (Mpls DHFS)
	( Dean Christenson (Mpls Police)
	( Anna Flintoft (Mpls Public Works)

	( Jennifer Ringold (MPRB)
	( Julie Danzl (Mpls Public Schools)
	( Steve Sanders (U of M)


Other Attendees:  Steve Hay, Beth Elliott, Jenifer Hager.
1. Request for Resolution of Support for Federal Funding Applications.  In response to Committee discussion/questions at the July 6 Committee meeting, Jennifer Hager from Minneapolis Public Works provided an update on the federal funding applications being prepared for the Hennepin/Lyndale Reconstruction, 6th Avenue North Historic Reconstruction, and Downtown East-West Pedestrian Improvements projects.  Due to the state shutdown, the applications are now due August 22.  The City has mostly completed those applications, and the proposed improvements described in the applications are at conceptual level of detail.  Because these projects are unfunded, there are no resources to do the additional analysis needed to determine if further pedestrian improvements are possible.  Committee members felt that there was not enough information to support the funding applications and did not pass the requested resolutions of support.   

2. Announcements and Agency Updates.  

· Tony Hull announced that Transit for Livable Communities is funding planning studies for 12 bike/walk projects, including 9 in Minneapolis.  TLC is also continuing to work with Minneapolis Public Works to agree on a conceptual design for pedestrian improvements at the Cedar-Washington intersection to be funded by the Bike Walk Twin Cities program.
· Mary Jackson announced that Mn/DOT is hosting an open house for the Central Avenue rehabilitation project (from Washington Avenue in downtown Minneapolis to I-694).
· The national Safe Routes to Schools conferences will be August 16, 17 and 18 in Minneapolis.

· New committee members are interested in having an orientation to the Pedestrian Advisory Committee.

3. Approval of July Meeting Notes.  The committee approved the July 6 meeting notes.


4. The Interchange Project.  Beth Elliott from the Minneapolis Community Planning and Economic Development Department provided an overview of Hennepin County’s Interchange project (http://www.theinterchange.net/).  The Interchange is the multimodal transportation hub in downtown Minneapolis located near Target Field where the Hiawatha LRT, Northstar Commuter Rail and Cedar Lake Trail intersect.  The project will initially focus on light rail transit enhancements prior to the opening of Central Corridor LRT in 2014, then expansion of commuter and passenger rail service.  A second LRT platform and pedestrian plaza are planned just west of the existing Target Field LRT platform.

5. Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator Update.  Jon Wertjes was not available to provide an update on the bicycle/pedestrian coordinator, so Kelly Wilder shared what she knew about the position.  The city was originally planning to hire a bicycle coordinator, but decided to hire a bicycle and pedestrian coordinator due in part to Committee member input.  Some Committee members expressed concern that most of the bicycle/pedestrian coordinator’s time would be spent on bicycling issues, and that the City should be hiring separate bicycle and pedestrian coordinators.  

6. Next Meeting.  The next Committee meeting will be on September 7, 2011.
