
City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

4:00 pm to 5:30 pm

City Hall Room 333
Members:

Voting Community Members:  

	( Philip Ailiff
	( Neal Baxter
	( Scott Engel
	( Amber Fink
	( Jack Garland

	( Matti Gurney (Chair)
	( Diane Hansen
	( Dan Herber
	( Tony Hull
	( Ann Kattreh

	( Amy Loegering
	( Andrea Long
	( Don Ostrom
	( Julia Tabbut
	( Kelly Wilder (Vice-Chair)


Non-Voting Agency Members:
	( Rebecca Gomez (Bike/Walk Amb’s)
	( Karen Nikolai (Hennepin County)
	( Mike Mechtenberg (Metro Transit)

	( James Andrew (Metropolitan Council)
	( Mary Jackson (Mn/DOT)
	( Joe Bernard (Mpls CPED)

	( Sarah Stewart (Mpls DHFS)
	( Dean Christenson (Mpls Police)
	( Anna Flintoft (Mpls Public Works)

	( Jennifer Ringold (MPRB)
	( Julie Danzl (Mpls Public Schools)
	( Steve Sanders (U of M)


Agenda:

1. Announcements and Agency updates (opportunity for members to inform committee of activities of interest)

2. Approval of July 27 Meeting Notes (Attachment 1)


3. Update and Overview of Traffic Signal Projects (Attachment 2) – Allan Klugman, Minneapolis Public Works

4. Next Meeting:  October 5, 2011
New Member Orientation:  TBD
Upcoming Meeting Topics:

	Topics
	Tentative Date

	Wayfinding Signage Update
	October 2011

	Sidewalk Snow Clearance Update
	October 2011

	Construction Zone Practices:  End of Construction Season Review 
	November 2011

	Pedestrian Master Plan Annual Status Report
	December 2011

	Crosswalk Marking Practices
	TBD

	ADA Transition Plan
	TBD

	Pedestrian-Related Traffic Crash Trends:  Mn/DOT & Mpls Public Works
	TBD

	Traffic Safety Enforcement & Education
	TBD

	Hiawatha Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Improvements Project
	TBD

	Sidewalk Café Standards
	TBD


City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 

Meeting Notes

Wednesday, July 27, 2011

Attendance:  

Voting Community Members:  

	( Philip Ailiff
	( Neal Baxter
	( Scott Engel
	( Amber Fink
	( Jack Garland

	( Matti Gurney (Chair)
	( Diane Hansen
	( Dan Herber
	( Tony Hull
	( Ann Kattreh

	( Amy Loegering
	( Andrea Long
	( Don Ostrom
	( Julia Tabbut
	( Kelly Wilder (Vice-Chair)


Non-Voting Agency Members:
	( Rebecca Gomez (Bike/Walk Amb’s)
	( Karen Nikolai (Hennepin County)
	( Mike Mechtenberg (Metro Transit)

	( James Andrew (Metropolitan Council)
	( Mary Jackson (Mn/DOT)
	( Joe Bernard (Mpls CPED)

	( Sarah Stewart (Mpls DHFS)
	( Dean Christenson (Mpls Police)
	( Anna Flintoft (Mpls Public Works)

	( Jennifer Ringold (MPRB)
	( Julie Danzl (Mpls Public Schools)
	( Steve Sanders (U of M)


Other Attendees:  Steve Hay, Beth Elliott, Jenifer Hager.

1. Request for Resolution of Support for Federal Funding Applications.  In response to Committee discussion/questions at the July 6 Committee meeting, Jennifer Hager from Minneapolis Public Works provided an update on the federal funding applications being prepared for the Hennepin/Lyndale Reconstruction, 6th Avenue North Historic Reconstruction, and Downtown East-West Pedestrian Improvements projects.  Due to the state shutdown, the applications are now due August 22.  The City has mostly completed those applications, and the proposed improvements described in the applications are at conceptual level of detail.  Because these projects are unfunded, there are no resources to do the additional analysis needed to determine if further pedestrian improvements are possible.  Committee members felt that there was not enough information to support the funding applications and did not pass the requested resolutions of support.   

2. Announcements and Agency Updates.  

· Tony Hull announced that Transit for Livable Communities is funding planning studies for 12 bike/walk projects, including 9 in Minneapolis.  TLC is also continuing to work with Minneapolis Public Works to agree on a conceptual design for pedestrian improvements at the Cedar-Washington intersection to be funded by the Bike Walk Twin Cities program.

· Mary Jackson announced that Mn/DOT is hosting an open house for the Central Avenue rehabilitation project (from Washington Avenue in downtown Minneapolis to I-694).

· The national Safe Routes to Schools conferences will be August 16, 17 and 18 in Minneapolis.

· New committee members are interested in having an orientation to the Pedestrian Advisory Committee.

3. Approval of July Meeting Notes.  The committee approved the July 6 meeting notes.


4. The Interchange Project.  Beth Elliott from the Minneapolis Community Planning and Economic Development Department provided an overview of Hennepin County’s Interchange project (http://www.theinterchange.net/).  The Interchange is the multimodal transportation hub in downtown Minneapolis located near Target Field where the Hiawatha LRT, Northstar Commuter Rail and Cedar Lake Trail intersect.  The project will initially focus on light rail transit enhancements prior to the opening of Central Corridor LRT in 2014, then expansion of commuter and passenger rail service.  A second LRT platform and pedestrian plaza are planned just west of the existing Target Field LRT platform.

5. Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator Update.  Jon Wertjes was not available to provide an update on the bicycle/pedestrian coordinator, so Kelly Wilder shared what she knew about the position.  The city was originally planning to hire a bicycle coordinator, but decided to hire a bicycle and pedestrian coordinator due in part to Committee member input.  Some Committee members expressed concern that most of the bicycle/pedestrian coordinator’s time would be spent on bicycling issues, and that the City should be hiring separate bicycle and pedestrian coordinators.  


6. Next Meeting.  The next Committee meeting will be on September 7, 2011.

STATUS OF PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS – 9/2/2011
	Tactics
	Status
	Next Steps

	Objective 3.4 Improve Traffic Signals for Pedestrians

	Ped Plan Strategy 3.4.1 Inventory and prioritize corrections to accessibility barriers at traffic signals.
In coordination with the ADA Transition Plan, the City will complete and implement the Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) Transition Plan, currently proposed, which outlines the methodology for evaluating and prioritizing APS installations at all signalized intersections over a ten year period.

	Evaluate all 800 signals within 10 years for APS and install APS where warranted by APS guidelines.
	The city has evaluated 300 intersections for APS. The city has installed APS signals at 28 locations 2008-2011, in addition to 2 pre-existing locations.  4% of signals (30 of 800 signals) currently have APS. 
	Continue until all 800 signals are evaluated and APS installation completed where warranted by guidelines.

	Develop a plan for removing accessibility barriers at traffic signals.
	The City’s draft ADA Transition Plan for Accessible Pedestrian Signals and APS installation guidelines were developed in 2008 with the assistance of a task force including representatives from American Council of the Blind, Minneapolis Advisory Committee on People with Disabilities, National Federation of the Blind, State Services for the Blind, Vision Loss Resources/Deaf Blind Services of Minnesota, Blind Incorporated, the Minnesota Department of Transportation, Hennepin County, and the City of St. Paul. 
	Complete development of the APS Transition Plan by integrating it into the upcoming development of the ADA Transition Plan.

	Ped Plan Strategy 3.4.2 Develop a plan for installing pedestrian countdown signals citywide. 
The City will develop a plan and priorities for installing pedestrian countdown signals citywide over the ten year period anticipated to be required by the proposed 2009 version of the MUTCD. 

	Install countdown timers with all signal replacements or installations.
	Countdown timers have been installed at 13 intersections since the Pedestrian Master Plan was completed in 2008 (as of Spring 2011) in addition to 78 pre-existing locations identified in the Pedestrian Master Plan.  11% of signals (91 of 800 signals) currently have countdown timers.
	Continue to install countdown timers until all 800 signals are completed.

	Seek funding to install countdown timers at high priority locations where signal replacements are not planned.
	In summer 2011, Public Works submitted an HSIP grant application to Mn/DOT for countdown timers at 38 intersections with high ped or bike crash rates (for funding years 2015/2016).  There is also funding in the proposed capital improvement program for countdown timers at 6 intersections for year 2015.
	Continue to seek funding for countdown timer installation.

	Develop a plan for installing countdown timers with 10 year period.
	The draft MUTCD provision to install countdown timers within a 10 year period was not adopted into the final 2009 MUTCD.  The City has not developed an installation plan/timeline.
	Develop plan/timeline for citywide installation.

	3.4.3 Evaluate signal timing for pedestrians in all signal retiming efforts. 
As part of the programmed retiming of all traffic signals citywide in 2009-2012 and other future signal retiming activities, the City will evaluate signal timing for pedestrians and provide recommended pedestrian crossing times and other signal timing improvements.

	Retime all signals with new pedestrian walk speeds.
	Citywide retiming project underway with slower walk speeds.
	Complete retiming.

	3.4.4 Inventory and prioritize corrections to accessibility barriers at signal push buttons. 
In coordination with the ADA Transition Plan, the City will inventory the condition and placement of push buttons at actuated traffic signals citywide and prioritize improvements to ensure that all pedestrians may conveniently and accessibly use push buttons.

	Identify accessibility barriers to signal push buttons.
	No inventory completed.
	Coordinate with ADA Transition Plan.

	Develop plan to remove barriers.
	No plan completed.
	Coordinate with ADA Transition Plan.

	3.4.5 Explore new technologies for pedestrian signal actuation and push buttons.
The City will explore new technologies for detecting pedestrians at signals, such as automatic pedestrian detection, and for making pedestrian signal push buttons more convenient, such as “hot response” buttons that give a visual indication that the signal system has received the pedestrian’s call.

	Explore new technologies for detection.
	Public Works has talked with vendors about pedestrian detection technology, but to date no products have appeared to be acceptable.  
	Continue to look into new technology.
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