
City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 

Meeting Notes

Wednesday, May 4, 2011
Attendance:  

Voting Community Members:  

	( Philip Ailiff
	( James Andrew
	( Neal Baxter
	( Jack Garland
	( Anna Gillette

	( Matti Gurney (Chair)
	( Diane Hansen
	( Martha Hage
	( Elizabeth Haugen
	( Dan Herber

	( Tony Hull
	( Amy Loegering
	( Silvia Magana
	( David Smith
	( Kelly Wilder (Vice-Chair)


Non-Voting Agency Members:
	( Rebecca Gomez (Bike/Walk Amb’s)
	( Karen Nikolai (Hennepin County)
	( Mike Mechtenberg (Metro Transit)

	( James Andrew (Metropolitan Council)
	( Mary Jackson (Mn/DOT)
	( Joe Bernard (Mpls CPED)

	( Sarah Stewart (Mpls DHFS)
	( Matt Clark (Mpls Police)
	( Anna Flintoft (Mpls Public Works)

	( Lonnie Nichols (MPRB)
	( Julie Danzl (Mpls Public Schools)
	( Steve Sanders (U of M)


Other Attendees:  David Peterson, Mike Kennedy, Don Elwood
1. Announcements.  
· Bike/Walk Week is June 4-12.  There will be a flyer in the May utility bill.

· The first Open Streets is June 12.

· The River Lake Greenway bicycle boulevard project grand opening is June 11.

· Mn/DOT is hosting public workshops on planning for the next 50 years.  

· The Committee discussed wanting quick regular updates from partner agency staff on relevant activities at the beginning of every meeting.

2. Approval of April Meeting Notes – The Committee approved the April meeting notes.

3. Cedar-Washington Intersection (“7 Corners”) Pedestrian Improvement Project Update – Don Elwood, Director of Minneapolis Public Works Transportation Planning and Engineering Division, provided an update on the Cedar-Washington project.  The project is being funded by the Non-Motorized Transportation Pilot Program, also known as Bike/Walk Twin Cities.  The proposed design includes curb extensions at all corners, prohibiting truck movements from northbound Cedar Avenue to eastbound Washington Avenue (to provide a curb extension at that corner), a protected left turn arrow from westbound Washington Avenue to southbound Cedar Avenue (to separate pedestrian crossings from left-turning vehicles), and potentially a 6’ median refuge island in the southeast crosswalk.  There will be a community engagement process this summer. The Committee requested further updates as the project progresses.


4. Snow Clearance Practices – Mike Kennedy from Minneapolis Public Works provided an update on the improvements to snow clearance practices discussed at the April meeting.  He explained that they are investigating 4 components:  

a. Administrative Fines – The City Attorney has reviewed the ordinances and concluded that no ordinance changes would be necessary to use administrative fines for sidewalk snow clearance violations; however, if the default $200 fine amount is not appropriate, then a different fine would need to be set by City Council.  Council typically updates administrative fine amounts by resolution on an annual basis.  The Sidewalk Inspections Division will need to update their database systems in order to use administrative fines.  This may be something that could be initiated this year is City Council supports this approach.
b. Outsourcing Snow Removal Orders – Currently city crews remove snow from sidewalks if upon second inspection, the sidewalk has not be cleared.  Because budget cuts have reduced the number of street maintenance staff available in the winter, there was a very large backlog of sidewalk snow clearance removals this winter that took weeks to complete, and many were never completed.  They are considering outsourcing this work; however, defining the specifications for a contractor to complete this work and monitoring and managing this type of contract is very complicated, and it may not be something they can accomplish this year.  They may try a pilot project.
c. Assistance for Seniors and People with Disabilities – Public Works staff are working with Ruth Kildow in the Senior Ombudsman Office to understand how she connects seniors with for-pay snow clearance services.

d. Sidewalk Inspection Resources - The City has 3 sidewalk inspectors for 2000 miles of sidewalk.  Mike is investigating a potential partnership with the Regulatory Services Department to supplement these 3 inspectors.

The Committee expressed their appreciation for Mike’s hard work on this issue and discussed their continued support on this issue.  Other suggestions included:

· talking with the City of St Paul, which sends a warning letter when they get a complaint, then inspects the sidewalk within 48 hours, and then immediately schedules removal by a private contractor

· doing a pilot program, if necessary, to get something started this year

· getting a $50 administrative fine in place ASAP to be ready when needed
5. Walking Education and Outreach Initiatives – Sarah Stewart from Minneapolis Department of Health and Family Services, Julie Danzl from Minneapolis Public Schools and David Peterson from the Bike/Walk Ambassadors provided an update on walking education and outreach initiatives in Minneapolis. Most of the information they provided is documented in agenda attachment 3.  Sarah explained that MDHFS is working on two grant-funded initiatives to integrate walking into daily life:  Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) and Communities Putting Prevention to Work.  Julie explained MPS’s Health Kids/Focused Students program, of which Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) is a component; this program was funded through the STEPS program for the first 5 years, following by SHIP for the last 2 years.  Since the recent redistricting, the percent of MPS kids that live within the walk zone has increased from 18% to 24%.  A SRTS Working Group consisting of representatives from Public works, MPS, Bike/Walk Ambassadors, and MDHFS has been meeting since January 2009.  They have developed a SRTS Toolkit for schools.  Two good examples of SRTS successes are Lyndale Community School, which has a daily walking school bus all year long, and Seward Elementary School, which tracks kids’ bike/walk mileage and had a party to celebrate the kids’ bike/walk distance.  David explained that the Bike/Walk Ambassadors have had 22,000 participant interactions since they started 2.5 years ago.  Their funding ends in June, and they are waiting to hear if it will be renewed.

6. Wayfinding Initiatives – Sarah Stewart from MDHFS and Shaun Murphy from Public Works provided a very brief overview of the bicycle and pedestrian wayfinding signage that is being installed this summer and the pedestrian wayfinding guidelines document that was used to design the signage.  The Committee asked that they come back in August with photos of the actual signs and that the project information be posted on the Pedestrian website.

7. Next Meeting, Next Field Walk, Potential Future Topics.  The next committee meeting will be June 1, 2011.  The future topics were updated as follows:
	Topics
	Tentative Date

	Walk Friendly Communities Update
	June 2011

	Warehouse District Heritage Streets Plan Update
	June 2011

	Wayfinding Signage Update
	August 2011

	Pedestrian Master Plan Annual Status Report
	December 2011

	Construction Zones:  One Year Review 
	April 2012

	Crosswalk Marking Practices
	TBD

	ADA Transition Plan
	TBD

	Pedestrian Counts Reporting
	TBD

	Pedestrian-Related Traffic Crash Trends:  Mn/DOT & Mpls Public Works
	TBD









