
City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Field Walk 

Summary Notes

Wednesday, February 2, 2011
3:30 pm to 5:00 pm

Location

Snow-Oriented Field Walk – met at Hiawatha Public Works Facility 
Participants

Philip Ailiff, PAC member

Dan Bauer, Minneapolis Public Works Dept.
Neal Baxter, PAC member

Anna Flintoft, Minneapolis Public Works Dept.

Jack Garland, PAC member

Matti Gurney, PAC member 

Matt Hanan, Minneapolis Public Works Dept.
Diane Hansen, PAC member

Elizabeth Haugen, PAC member

Tony Hull, PAC member

Dan Herber, PAC member

Mary Jackson, Mn/DOT

Mike Kamnikar, Mn/DOT

Mike Kennedy, Minneapolis Public Works Dept.
Lonnie Nichols, Park Board

Kelly Wilder, PAC member

Discussion/Comments
Matt Hanan, Dan Bauer and Mike Kennedy presented information on the city’s current snow clearance practices for pedestrian facilities.  The group had intended to do a field walk for a portion of the time, but elected to stay inside and continue the conversation.
Mike Kennedy explained the City’s practice for enhanced snow clearance at corners, which was started in the late 1990s, by city council direction.  There are approximately 20,000 corners in the city.  As of last week, about 20% of the corners had been cleared of snow.

Matt Hanan, one of the city’s sidewalk inspectors, explained the City’s sidewalk snow clearance enforcement practices.  Minneapolis ordinance requires that property owners clear sidewalks after the end of snowfall within 24 hours for houses and duplexes and within 4 daytime hours for apartments and commercial buildings.  He distributed a report showing the status of sidewalk snow complaints this year:

· 3,179 total complaints (2,309 reported by the public through 311; 41 reported by the public directly to inspectors; and 829 reported by inspectors conducting field work)
· the result of those complaints upon first inspection (983 were cleared prior to inspection; 1,998 result in warning letters to the property owner; 114 are the responsibility of the Public Works Department or other public agency; 36 result in letters to the property owner regarding free sand)

· the result of those complaints upon second inspection (1,055 were cleared prior to second inspection; 718 work orders for snow removal have been issued without a fine; and 5 have been ordered for snow removal with a fine) 
· the status of work orders for snow removal (58 completed, 142 cleared by property owner, and 523 in process)

Committee member questions and comments included:
· Why is corner clearance considered “enhanced?”  Mike Kennedy explained that the city’s core mission is street snow clearance, and corners are handled after street clearance has been completed.

· The 7-day delay between the warning letter and the second inspection is too long.  Mike Kennedy explained that 7 days is the shortest legal time to require property owners to pay for removal.  For the most egregious situations, a $103 fine may be issued at the time of inspection, but that is rarely used.

· The enforcement process is too soft-handed.  It’s not fair to property owner who clear their snow on time to allow many days to pass for property owners who don’t clear their snow.  Quick penalties/fines are needed vs. paying for removal, which can take weeks to inspect, send a warning letter, and inspect a second time.  Dan Bauer explained that a heavy-handed approach can negatively impact property owners who may not have the ability to remove snow.  There is the option of using administrative fines for sidewalk snow clearance, but there has been no policy decision to use them at this time.  Mike Kennedy suggested that policymakers need to hear from the PAC about balancing pedestrian priorities with the core mission for street snow clearance.

· Have you looked into using private vendors to clear snow?  Dan Bauer explained that they’ve considered it, but haven’t done that to date.
· It’s easier to clear corners where there are two ramps, rather than a single diagonal ramp.  Mike Kennedy explained that the design of curb ramps continues to be improved, and two ramps is the preferred design.

· Is there a way to give recognition to property owners who are doing a good job?  Could the city or council members give awards to property owners or block clubs that do a good job?








