
City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 

Meeting Notes

Wednesday, April 6, 2011
Attendance:  

Voting Community Members:  

	( Philip Ailiff
	( James Andrew
	( Neal Baxter
	( Jack Garland
	( Anna Gillette

	( Matti Gurney (Chair)
	( Diane Hansen
	( Martha Hage
	( Elizabeth Haugen
	( Dan Herber

	( Tony Hull
	( Amy Loegering
	( Silvia Magana
	( David Smith
	( Kelly Wilder (Vice-Chair)


Non-Voting Agency Members:
	( Rebecca Gomez (Bike/Walk Amb’s)
	( Karen Nikolai (Hennepin County)
	( Mike Mechtenberg (Metro Transit)

	( James Andrew (Metropolitan Council)
	( Mary Jackson (Mn/DOT)
	( Joe Bernard (Mpls CPED)

	( Sarah Stewart (Mpls DHFS)
	( Matt Clark (Mpls Police)
	( Anna Flintoft (Mpls Public Works)

	( Lonnie Nichols (MPRB)
	( TBD (Mpls Public Schools)
	( Steve Sanders (U of M)


Other Attendees:  Mike Kennedy, Allan Klugman
1. Announcements.  
· Mike Mechtenberg from Metro Transit and Joe Bernard from the Minneapolis Community Planning & Economic Development Department are new agency members on the committee.
· Anna Flintoft provided an update from Tony Hull, who wasn’t able to attend the meeting, on the Bike Walk Twin Cities pedestrian and bicycle counts.  The counts are available online:  http://bikewalktwincities.org/about-us/funding-process-and-history/projects/bicycling-walking-counts.  Tony has offered to provide an update on the counts at a future meeting.
· Matti Gurney announced that there was a recent skyway video competition and suggested that the committee watch a couple of the videos at an upcoming meeting.  Matti select a couple of short videos for an upcoming meeting.
· Mary Jackson reminded the committee that there is a Statewide Non-motorized Transportation Advisory Committee that has four Metro area representatives.  The committee used to be a bike advisory committee and still has a lot of emphasis on biking issues, but the committee is a resource for address statewide pedestrian issues.
2. Pedestrian Master Plan Implementation Priorities – Matti Gurney explained that he, Kelly Wilder, and Anna Flintoft discussed how to track implementation of the Pedestrian Master Plan, and they concluded that it’s overwhelming to review all of the priorities at once.  Instead, the related pedestrian master plan strategies are listed under every agenda items for today’s committee meeting as a starting point for more systematically-tracking implementation progress.


3. Work Zone Practices – Anna Flintoft, Neal Baxter, Jack Garland, and Allan Klugman (Minneapolis Public Works-Traffic) provided an update on the small group working with Minneapolis Public Works-Traffic staff on pedestrian accommodations in work zones.  Traffic staff are seeking feedback on the draft memorandum distributed with the committee agenda as soon as possible, so that they can formalize the document for use internally and with external customers.  Committee comments should be provided to Anna Flintoft by April 20, 2011.

4. Snow Clearance Practices – Mike Kennedy from Minneapolis Public Works reviewed the status of the sidewalk snow clearance recommendations in the Pedestrian Master Plan, as summarized in the matrix distributed with the committee agenda.  He explained that a lot of work has been completed related to communications and education in the last 2 years (strategy 5.1.1).  Public Works staff are working on the other strategies (5.1.2, 5.1.3, 5.1.4) related to formalizing the prioritization of locations for sidewalk snow clearance and enforcement, improving the effectiveness of enforcement, and providing support to property owners who are unable to clear snow themselves.  Committee discussion included:

· Concern that current enforcement process is so cumbersome that people aren’t persuaded to clear sidewalks and are hesitant to report uncleared sidewalks.

· Overall strong committee support for more aggressive use of fines, including administrative fines, but concern that a $200 fine is too high for a first offense.

· Desire to implement improved enforcement system for next snow season.

· Need for a lot of upfront communications if implement improved enforcement system.

· Strong support for use of contractors to clear snow.

· Zoning enforcement recently changed some fee schedules, which resulted in better compliance.

· Could block clubs collaborate to contract for clearance?  Could the city provide how-to resources to block clubs (i.e. lists of contractors)?
· Could implementing one-sided parking restrictions earlier in the snow season help to control where snow windrows are placed (i.e. minimize impacts to corners)?

· Could additional funds for snow clearance come from partner agencies, such as for storm sewer clearance or bus stop/corner clearance?  
· Are any City Council ordinance changes or resolutions needed to implement the proposed changes?

· How does Minneapolis’ approach to enforcement compare with that in other cities?

Mike will come back with an update to the May 4 committee meeting.  He will meet with PW management and potentially council members before then.


5. Walk Friendly Communities Application – Anna Flintoft requested a couple of committee volunteers to assist in compiling the information for the Walk Friendly Communities application, which is one of the committee’s 2011 priorities.  Neal, Kelly, Matti volunteered, with Neal being the lead organizer.
6. Next Meeting, Next Field Walk, Potential Future Topics.  The next committee meeting will be May 4, 2011.  The future topics were updated as follows:
	Topics
	Tentative Date

	Health Department:  Obesity Prevention Programs Related to Walking 
	May 2011

	Mpls Public Schools:  Safe Routes To Schools Update
	May 2011

	Bike/Walk Ambassadors:  Program Update
	May 2011

	Walk Friendly Communities Update
	June 2011

	Warehouse District Heritage Streets Plan Update
	June 2011

	Pedestrian Master Plan Annual Status Report
	December 2011

	Construction Zones:  One Year Review 
	April 2012

	Crosswalk Marking Practices
	TBD

	ADA Transition Plan
	TBD

	Pedestrian Counts Reporting
	TBD

	Pedestrian-Related Traffic Crash Trends:  Mn/DOT & Mpls Public Works
	TBD









