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City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting  
Wednesday, June 1, 2011 

3:30 pm to 5:30 pm 
City Hall Room 333 

 
Members: 
 
Voting Community Members:   

 Philip Ailiff  James Andrew  Neal Baxter  Jack Garland  Anna Gillette 
 Matti Gurney (Chair)  Diane Hansen  Martha Hage  Elizabeth Haugen  Dan Herber 
 Tony Hull  Amy Loegering  Silvia Magana  David Smith  Kelly Wilder (Vice-Chair) 

 
Non-Voting Agency Members: 

 Rebecca Gomez (Bike/Walk Amb’s)  Karen Nikolai (Hennepin County)  Mike Mechtenberg (Metro Transit) 
 James Andrew (Metropolitan Council)  Mary Jackson (Mn/DOT)  Joe Bernard (Mpls CPED) 
 Sarah Stewart (Mpls DHFS)  Dean Christenson (Mpls Police)  Anna Flintoft (Mpls Public Works) 
 Jennifer Ringold (MPRB)  Julie Danzl (Mpls Public Schools)  Steve Sanders (U of M) 

 
 

Agenda: 
 

1. Celebration for Departing Members (Pie will be served!!) 
 
2. Announcements (opportunity for members to inform committee of activities of interest) 
 
3. Agency updates (each agency member is requested to provide a 1 minute update on relevant 

activities) 
 

4. Approval of May Meeting Notes (Attachment 1) 
 

5. Warehouse District Heritage Streets Plan – Beth Elliott, CPED (Attachment 2) 
 

Relevant Pedestrian Master Plan Recommendations: 
- Objective 5.1:  Ensure Effective Snow and Ice Clearance for Pedestrians 

 
6. Briefing on Existing Skyway Policies – Beth Elliott  

 
Relevant Pedestrian Master Plan Recommendations: 
- Objective 1.3: Improve Skyway-Sidewalk Connectivity 

 
7. Walk Friendly Communities Application – Anna Flintoft (Attachment 3) 

 
Relevant Pedestrian Master Plan Recommendations: 
- Objective 6.3:  Showcase and Celebrate Great Walking Experiences 
- Objective 7.3:  Improve Tools to Identify, Plan, Design and Evaluate Pedestrian 

Improvements 
- Objective 7.4:  Foster Effective Pedestrian Advocacy and Stewardship 

 
8. Updates on previous PAC agenda items – Anna Flintoft 

• Snow Clearance Practices Update 
• Work Zone Practices Update 
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• Cedar/Washington Project Update 
 

9. Next Meeting:  July 6, 2011 
 
 
Upcoming Meeting Topics: 
 
Topics Tentative Date 
Pedestrian Counts Reporting July 2011 
Wayfinding Signage Update August 2011 
Pedestrian Master Plan Annual Status Report December 2011 
Construction Zone Practices:  One Year Review  April 2012 
Crosswalk Marking Practices TBD 
ADA Transition Plan TBD 
Pedestrian-Related Traffic Crash Trends:  Mn/DOT & Mpls Public Works TBD 
Traffic Safety Enforcement & Education TBD 
 



  

 

City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting  
Meeting Notes 

Wednesday, May 4, 2011 
 

Attendance:   
 
Voting Community Members:   

 Philip Ailiff  James Andrew  Neal Baxter  Jack Garland  Anna Gillette 
 Matti Gurney (Chair)  Diane Hansen  Martha Hage  Elizabeth Haugen  Dan Herber 
 Tony Hull  Amy Loegering  Silvia Magana  David Smith  Kelly Wilder (Vice-Chair) 

 
Non-Voting Agency Members: 

 Rebecca Gomez (Bike/Walk Amb’s)  Karen Nikolai (Hennepin County)  Mike Mechtenberg (Metro Transit) 
 James Andrew (Metropolitan Council)  Mary Jackson (Mn/DOT)  Joe Bernard (Mpls CPED) 
 Sarah Stewart (Mpls DHFS)  Matt Clark (Mpls Police)  Anna Flintoft (Mpls Public Works) 
 Lonnie Nichols (MPRB)  Julie Danzl (Mpls Public Schools)  Steve Sanders (U of M) 

 
Other Attendees:  David Peterson, Mike Kennedy, Don Elwood 
 
1. Announcements.   

• Bike/Walk Week is June 4-12.  There will be a flyer in the May utility bill. 
• The first Open Streets is June 12. 
• The River Lake Greenway bicycle boulevard project grand opening is June 11. 
• Mn/DOT is hosting public workshops on planning for the next 50 years.   
• The Committee discussed wanting quick regular updates from partner agency staff on 

relevant activities at the beginning of every meeting. 
 
2. Approval of April Meeting Notes – The Committee approved the April meeting notes. 

 
3. Cedar-Washington Intersection (“7 Corners”) Pedestrian Improvement Project Update 

– Don Elwood, Director of Minneapolis Public Works Transportation Planning and 
Engineering Division, provided an update on the Cedar-Washington project.  The project is 
being funded by the Non-Motorized Transportation Pilot Program, also known as Bike/Walk 
Twin Cities.  The proposed design includes curb extensions at all corners, prohibiting truck 
movements from northbound Cedar Avenue to eastbound Washington Avenue (to provide a 
curb extension at that corner), a protected left turn arrow from westbound Washington 
Avenue to southbound Cedar Avenue (to separate pedestrian crossings from left-turning 
vehicles), and potentially a 6’ median refuge island in the southeast crosswalk.  There will be 
a community engagement process this summer. The Committee requested further updates as 
the project progresses. 
 

4. Snow Clearance Practices – Mike Kennedy from Minneapolis Public Works provided an 
update on the improvements to snow clearance practices discussed at the April meeting.  He 
explained that they are investigating 4 components:   

a. Administrative Fines – The City Attorney has reviewed the ordinances and 
concluded that no ordinance changes would be necessary to use administrative fines 
for sidewalk snow clearance violations; however, if the default $200 fine amount is 
not appropriate, then a different fine would need to be set by City Council.  Council 
typically updates administrative fine amounts by resolution on an annual basis.  The 
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Sidewalk Inspections Division will need to update their database systems in order to 
use administrative fines.  This may be something that could be initiated this year is 
City Council supports this approach. 

b. Outsourcing Snow Removal Orders – Currently city crews remove snow from 
sidewalks if upon second inspection, the sidewalk has not be cleared.  Because budget 
cuts have reduced the number of street maintenance staff available in the winter, there 
was a very large backlog of sidewalk snow clearance removals this winter that took 
weeks to complete, and many were never completed.  They are considering 
outsourcing this work; however, defining the specifications for a contractor to 
complete this work and monitoring and managing this type of contract is very 
complicated, and it may not be something they can accomplish this year.  They may 
try a pilot project. 

c. Assistance for Seniors and People with Disabilities – Public Works staff are 
working with Ruth Kildow in the Senior Ombudsman Office to understand how she 
connects seniors with for-pay snow clearance services. 

d. Sidewalk Inspection Resources - The City has 3 sidewalk inspectors for 2000 miles 
of sidewalk.  Mike is investigating a potential partnership with the Regulatory 
Services Department to supplement these 3 inspectors. 

 
The Committee expressed their appreciation for Mike’s hard work on this issue and 
discussed their continued support on this issue.  Other suggestions included: 

• talking with the City of St Paul, which sends a warning letter when they get a 
complaint, then inspects the sidewalk within 48 hours, and then immediately 
schedules removal by a private contractor 

• doing a pilot program, if necessary, to get something started this year 
• getting a $50 administrative fine in place ASAP to be ready when needed 

 
5. Walking Education and Outreach Initiatives – Sarah Stewart from Minneapolis 

Department of Health and Family Services, Julie Danzl from Minneapolis Public Schools 
and David Peterson from the Bike/Walk Ambassadors provided an update on walking 
education and outreach initiatives in Minneapolis. Most of the information they provided is 
documented in agenda attachment 3.  Sarah explained that MDHFS is working on two grant-
funded initiatives to integrate walking into daily life:  Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP) and Communities Putting Prevention to Work.  Julie explained MPS’s 
Health Kids/Focused Students program, of which Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) is a 
component; this program was funded through the STEPS program for the first 5 years, 
following by SHIP for the last 2 years.  Since the recent redistricting, the percent of MPS 
kids that live within the walk zone has increased from 18% to 24%.  A SRTS Working Group 
consisting of representatives from Public works, MPS, Bike/Walk Ambassadors, and 
MDHFS has been meeting since January 2009.  They have developed a SRTS Toolkit for 
schools.  Two good examples of SRTS successes are Lyndale Community School, which has 
a daily walking school bus all year long, and Seward Elementary School, which tracks kids’ 
bike/walk mileage and had a party to celebrate the kids’ bike/walk distance.  David explained 
that the Bike/Walk Ambassadors have had 22,000 participant interactions since they started 
2.5 years ago.  Their funding ends in June, and they are waiting to hear if it will be renewed. 
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6. Wayfinding Initiatives – Sarah Stewart from MDHFS and Shaun Murphy from Public 
Works provided a very brief overview of the bicycle and pedestrian wayfinding signage that 
is being installed this summer and the pedestrian wayfinding guidelines document that was 
used to design the signage.  The Committee asked that they come back in August with photos 
of the actual signs and that the project information be posted on the Pedestrian website. 
 

7. Next Meeting, Next Field Walk, Potential Future Topics.  The next committee meeting 
will be June 1, 2011.  The future topics were updated as follows: 

 
Topics Tentative Date 
Walk Friendly Communities Update June 2011 
Warehouse District Heritage Streets Plan Update June 2011 
Wayfinding Signage Update August 2011 
Pedestrian Master Plan Annual Status Report December 2011 
Construction Zones:  One Year Review  April 2012 
Crosswalk Marking Practices TBD 
ADA Transition Plan TBD 
Pedestrian Counts Reporting TBD 
Pedestrian-Related Traffic Crash Trends:  Mn/DOT & Mpls Public Works TBD 
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•Received $75,000 Legacy grant to conduct Heritage Street Plan

•Creating designs for each street that will balance:

•Preservation

•Accessibility

•Sustainability

•Major component is a funding and implementation plan
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TO:  Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
 
FROM:  Anna Flintoft, Public Works, Committee Staff 
 
DATE:  5/26/2011 
 
RE:  Walk Friendly Communities Recognition Program 
 
Attached are the draft answers for the Walk Friendly Communities Recognition Program 
(http://www.walkfriendly.org).  Not all of the answers have been completed yet, but we 
are working on it.  The deadline for the program application is June 15, 2011.  We would 
appreciate your review of the application and any suggestions to improve it.  Please 
provide me your comments/suggestions as soon as possible, but at the latest by Monday, 
June 13. 
 
At the 6/1/2011 PAC meeting, we would like your input specifically on the three overall 
questions: 
 

1. What are the three primary reasons your city deserves to be designated as a Walk 
Friendly Community? 
 

2. What are the three aspects of your community most in need of improvement in 
order to accommodate pedestrians? 
 

3. How can your community leverage its designation as a Walk Friendly 
Community to increase the number of people walking and making walking safer? 

 
We also need to provide 5 photos that demonstrate why Minneapolis should be 
considered for this designation.  Relevant image subjects include: streets with high 
pedestrian activity, innovative engineering treatments/countermeasures, special events to 
promote walking, enforcement operations, or anything else that supports your 
application.  We would like your input on what to highlight. 
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Walk Friendly Communities Application
DRAFT APPLICATION ANSWERS FOR PAC REVIEW 5/26/2011

COMMUNITY PROFILE
1 Contact Information
Name of Community City of Minneapolis
Mayor or top official (include title) Mayor R. T. Rybak
Mayor’s Phone 612-673-2100
Community Contact Name Anna Flintoft
Position/Employer Transportation Planner, Department of Public Works
Contact Address 309 2nd Avenue S
Address (line 2) Room 301
City State Zip Minneapolis, MN  55406
Phone/Fax 612-673-3885
Email anna.flintoft@ci.minneapolis.mn.us
Website www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian
2 Pedestrian Coordinator & Government 
List your official pedestrian coordinator or 
pedestrian issues contact person on 
government staff, and identify his/her Anna Flintoft, Public Works
How many hours are spent per year in this 520
Is this person also the bicycle coordinator? No

List all other government staff or contractors 
whose primary duties are devoted to walkability 
and pedestrian safety issues:

Because Minneapolis has an extensive network of pedestrian infrastructure and a 
highly pedestrian-oriented urban form and land use patterns, there are countless 
other staff and contractors working on pedestrian issues.  The Minneapolis Public 
Works Department employs 6 full-time staff devoted to sidewalk inspections and 
maintenance (snow clearance enforcement in winter and sidewalk repair in 
summer), and they hire an additional 15 FTEs for 4 months every summer to 
replace defective sidewalks.  The city's Bike/Walk Ambassador program had 4.5 
FTEs in 2010 and slightly less in 2011 who conduct education and outreach to 
increase bicycling and walking in Minneapolis.   The Minneapolis Downtown 
Improvement District employs 75 full-time ambassadors devoted to making 
downtown a welcoming pedestrian environment by providing directions and 
information and keeping downtown clean and green.  Since 2009, the DID 
Ambassadors have removed 1.6 million pounds of trash, provided pedestrian 
assistance 138,000 times, and removed graffiti in 9,000 locations downtown.  

The Minneapolis Public Works Department, Hennepin County Transportation 
Department, and Minnesota Department of Transportation have many staff 
working to maintain and improve crosswalks and pedestrian signals and design 
and construct streets, bridges, and trails with new or improved pedestrian 
facilities.  The Minneapolis Public Works Department and Minneapolis Parks and 
Recreation Board maintain over XX miles of non-motorized trails and bridges.  
The Minneapolis Solid Waste and Recycling Division maintain over XXX trash 
receptacles on public sidewalks and operate the city’s graffiti removal program.  
Minneapolis Public Schools has a 0.X FTE Safe Routes to Schools Coordinator 
and several other staff working on SRTS issues.  Minneapolis Public Works also 
has staff and contractors working on SRTS issues.  The Minneapolis Health and 
Family Services Department has several grant-funded employees working to 
increase walking and bicycling in daily living and institutionalize bike and walk-
friendly public policies.  

The University of Minnesota maintains an extensive pedestrian network on 
campus and operates a student walking escort service.  The Downtown 
Minneapolis Transportation Management Organization and other partner 
agencies operate the annual Bike/Walk to Work week.  Metro Transit maintains 
the XX,XXX bus stops on public sidewalks in the City of Minneapolis.  The 
Minneapolis Regulatory Services Department enforces the sidewalk café and 
newsrack ordinances.  
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Walk Friendly Communities Application
DRAFT APPLICATION ANSWERS FOR PAC REVIEW 5/26/2011

Do you have a Pedestrian Advisory Committee, 
Ped/Bike Council or other venue for citizen 
input? Yes

If yes, please provide the name of the Chair and
their contact information:

Matti Gurney
651-269-2167
matti.gurney@gmail.com

Do you have an independent pedestrian 
advocacy organization? Yes

If yes, please provide the name and contact 
information:

Transit for Livable Communities
c/o Joan Pasiuk
626 Selby Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104 
651-767-0298
joanp@tlcminnesota.org
http://www.tlcminnesota.org/walkingandbicycling.html

3 Community Profile
Population* 382,578
Area of municipality (sq mi): 58
Population Density: 6596
Total area: 58
Park land: 7
Land Area: 55
Avg. Temperature
January 12
April 46
July 74
October 50
Avg. Precipitation
January 0.8
April 2.2
July 3.8
October 1.9
Median Household Income*: $ $37,974 
Age Distribution*
% under 20: 23.9%
% age 20-64: 68.2%
% age 65-84: 6.7%
% over 85: 1.3%
Race/Ethnicity (categories based on the U.S. 
Census)*
% Hispanic or Latino (of any race): 10.5%
% Not Hispanic or Latino: 89.5%
% White: 63.8%
% Black or African-American: 18.6%
% Asian: 5.6%
% American Indian/Alaska Native: 2.0%
% Pacific Islander: 0.0%
% Other: 5.6%
% One race: 95.6%
% Two or more races: 4.4%
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Walk Friendly Communities Application
DRAFT APPLICATION ANSWERS FOR PAC REVIEW 5/26/2011

STATUS OF WALKING
1 According to the 1990 and 2000 
Census, what percentage of residents 
used the following modes for their 
commute to work? 1990 2000

Walking 7.8% 6.6% doesn't add to 100% 
Bicycling 1.6% 1.9% because missing work at home and taxi/motorcycle
Public transit 15.8% 14.6%
Single-occupant vehicles 60.3% 61.6%
Carpool 10.5% 11.3%

Please also provide the latest walking 
percentage of commuting to work from 
the most recent 3-year estimates of the 
American Community Survey. 6.4% source:  2007-2009 3 yr estimate
If your community conducts its own 
travel counts, please include a link, 
attachment, or description of those 
count results:

Count Results Description:

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/pedestrian-counts.asp

There are three sources of pedestrian counts:  (1) For the past 4 years, the City of 
Minneapolis Department of Public Works, in partnership with Transit for Livable 
Communities and the federal Non-motorized Transportation Pilot Program, has 
conducted pedestrian and bicycle counts at 277 locations citywide, using both 12-
hour and 2-hour count methodologies:  
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/pedestrian-counts.asp.  The two 
busiest locations are Washington Avenue west of Union Street on the University of 
Minnesota East Bank Campus with an estimated 19,990 pedestrians per day and 
Nicollet Mall north of 7th Street in Downtown Minneapolis with an estimated 17,89
pedestrians per day.  Of the 23 locations that have been counted consistently from
2007 to 2010, pedestrian volumes have increased 18% over that time period.  

(2) The City of Minneapolis has counted all modes of transportation, including 
pedestrians, entering and leaving downtown since 1958 through its periodic 
Downtown Cordon Count.  The most recent cordon count, conducted in 2003, 
showed that 6.7% of people entering and leaving downtown travelled on foot and 
that this mode share has been relatively constant since 1958:  
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/council/2004-
meetings/20040227/docs/11_cordon_count_report.pdf.  (3) The Department of 
Public Works  conducts pedestrian counts as part of periodic intersection turning 
movement counts, which are available online through its Traffic Count 
Management System:  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/traffic-
counts.asp.  This system provides turning movement diagrams, including 
pedestrian movements by crosswalk leg.
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Walk Friendly Communities Application
DRAFT APPLICATION ANSWERS FOR PAC REVIEW 5/26/2011

2 How many pedestrian/motor vehicle 
crashes were reported in each of the 
last five years; and how many of these 
crashes resulted in injuries and 
fatalities? 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Number of Pedestrian Motor Vehicle 
Crashes 273 227 306 227 238
Number of Pedestrian Injuries 267 228 307 191 211
Number of Pedestrian Fatalities 3 0 4 5 5

3 What trends, major changes, or 
significant progress in walking 
volumes and pedestrian/motor vehicle 
crashes has your community 
witnessed over the past 20 years or 
since it has begun addressing 
pedestrian issues and concerns in a 
comprehensive way?

TO BE COMPLETED
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Walk Friendly Communities Application
DRAFT APPLICATION ANSWERS FOR PAC REVIEW 5/26/2011

PLANNING

1 Has your community adopted a pedestrian 
plan or pedestrian safety action plan? Yes

Please provide a link or attachment of the plan. http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/pedestrian-masterplan.asp
If yes…
• What year was the plan adopted? 2009

• What performance indicators or other techniques
does your community use to monitor completion?

TO BE COMPLETED

• Does your community’s pedestrian plan or othe
adopted plan or policy establish a target mode 
share for walking? No
If yes, what is the target walking share? n/a
• Does the plan have a safety goal (such as the
reduction in pedestrian crashes)? Yes
• What elements of the plan are complete?
(Indicate what percent of the plan is complete, if 
possible

TO BE COMPLETED

2 Has your community adopted an ADA 
Transition Plan for the public right of way? No

If so, please provide a link or attachment of the
plan: 
If yes…
• What year was it adopted?
• Has the ADA Transition Plan been updated? Yes
No
If yes, what year?
• Does the ADA Transition Plan address curb
ramps and sidewalks? 
If no, explain
• Does the ADA Transition Plan address street
crossings and signals? Yes No
Explain:
• Who is responsible for the implementation of
ADA Transition Plan?
Plan?
• Is your transition plan being implemented? Yes
No
Explain:

• How is the ADA Transition Plan work funded?

• There are state roads in most communities. Has 
your state DOT adopted an ADA Transition Plan? Yes
Is it being implemented? Yes No Yes
Explain: TO BE COMPLETED
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Walk Friendly Communities Application
DRAFT APPLICATION ANSWERS FOR PAC REVIEW 5/26/2011

3 Has your community adopted a Complete 
Streets policy or ordinance? Yes

If yes, please provide a link or attachment of the
document.

Access Minneapolis Ten Year Transportation Action Plan
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/trans-plan/ 

• Is the Complete Streets Ordinance being 
implemented and to what degree?

The recommendations in Access Minneapolis were based upon context-
sensitive design, before Complete Streets became a popular notion 
nationally. Minneapolis has an adopted plan that recommends context-
sensitive street design that fosters the concept of providing complete 
streets. We have design guidelines that give guidance to build streets and 
sidewalks to provide complete streets. Executive Summary, P. 2: Designing 
Complete Streets "Historically, the design of city streets (as well as county 
and state roads) has been based primarily on traffic volumes, the functional 
classification of the roadway, and state-aid design standards. The city is 
changing how design, operation and maintenance decisions are made in 
order to better balance the needs of all transportation modes and better 
coordinate land use and transportation. It is the intent of the plan to foster 
the practice of providing complete streets that support and encourage 
walking, bicycling and transit use while promoting safe operations for all 
users. 
Components of a complete street include street and sidewalk lighting
pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements, public transit facilities, street 
trees and landscaping, street furniture, stormwater management, traffic 
management, on-street parking, traffic lanes, and streets and sidewalks that 
have a scale and character compatible with the physical context of the 
surrounding community. The terminology complete streets does not imply a 
particular design or modal priority, but rather a decision-making and design 
process that considers the needs of all of the above users and needs for th
street right-of-way."  

Yes No Percent completed: 100.00%
• Who is responsible for the implementation of the
Complete Streets Ordinance? Public Works
• How is Complete Streets work funded? (i.e., is i
routinely funded as part of the project, funded with 
other set-aside funds, etc.?)

TO BE COMPLETED

4 Please briefly describe how public input is 
used in the municipality’s planning process. 
Mention the role that citizen participation, 
advisory board review, and/or the 
municipality’s pedestrian/bicycle advisory 
council play in the process. How do you assure 
that individuals with disabilities are included in 
the public input process?

Public input in Minneapolis is unique to each planning process, designed to 
meet the needs of stakeholders and the subject matter being studied. 
However, typical planning processes employ the use of steering committees 
made up of members from the community. Their role varies from project to 
project, but they are typically charged with assisting City employees in 
guiding the planning process. Tasks often include organizing, advertising, 
and staffing community meetings, commenting on draft documents, and 
garnering support from the general public. An example of the type of 
outreach efforts the City engages in can be found in the Citizen Participatio
chapter of the City’s comprehensive plan. Depending on the scope of a 
planning document, the pedestrian and bicycle advisory committees at the 
City of Minneapolis are consulted. Land use plans at the City often address 
transportation infrastructure needs, as well as general public and private 
space design. In recent years, the bicycle and pedestrian resources at the 
City have been relied upon to offer commentary on draft documents before

The development review process in the City of Minneapolis also requires 
community input, in this case however, the process is fairly consistent 
among different projects. The City is made up of a variety of neighborhood 
groups, which are always directly informed of development applications that 
require a public hearing. Input from neighborhood groups and community 
members are considered in conjunction with staff reports that are presented 
to the City Planning Commission, Board of Adjustments, Heritage 
Preservation Commission, and Minneapolis City Council.
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Walk Friendly Communities Application
DRAFT APPLICATION ANSWERS FOR PAC REVIEW 5/26/2011

Provide any relevant links or attachments that 
indicate the formal and informal public participation 
and advocacy efforts in your community (i.e., a link 
to the pedestrian and bicycle advisory board website
if it exists, or documented guidelines for public 
participation in the planning process).

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/committee.asp; 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/ncr/core-principles.asp

5 Does the city have a policy requiring 
sidewalks on both sides of arterial streets? Yes
On both sides of collector streets? Yes
Sidewalk funding and installation: (if applicable
please provide a link or attachment of the relevant 
ordinance or policy)

TO BE COMPLETED

Sidewalk funds link: TO BE COMPLETED
• Does the city require sidewalks to be constructed
or upgraded with all (or the vast majority of) new 
private development? Yes
• Does the city have a sidewalk retrofit policy to fi
gaps, repair sidewalks, and provide new sidewalks 
as needed? Yes
6 Has your community established a 
connectivity policy, pedestrian-friendly block 
length standards and connectivity standards 
for new developments, or convenient 
pedestrian access requirements? If yes, please 
provide a link or attachment of the policy or 
ordinance.

Yes, Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth - Transportation Chapter 
Policy 2.3.4

Link to document
Transportation Chapter - 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/docs/02_Transportation_100209.pdf

7 Do you have a trails plan? Yes No Yes
Is it routine policy to preserve rail corridors no longe
needed for railroad purposes? It is routine practice, but it is not a policy.

How many miles of trails (paved/hard 
surface/natural) currently exist in your community? 83.6 miles
How many miles of trails are included in your curren
planning documents? 183 miles of additional bikeways - NEED TO SEPARATE OUT TRAILS
Please provide a link or attachment of relevant plan
if available. http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/bicycles/bicycle-plans.asp
Briefly describe trails and paths that are 
provided around the following locations. 
Include any relevant internet links that illustrate 
trail networks.

• Lakes and waterways 

The Minneapolis Grand Rounds National Scenic Byway is a 55-mile netwo
of trails along Minneapolis's lakes and the Mississippi River:  
http://www.minneapolisparks.org/grandrounds/home.htm.  Recent counts 
show 3,100 daily pedestrians and 2,200 daily bicyclists in the busiest count 
location around Lake Calhoun.  The historic Stone Arch Bridge over the 
Mississippi River in downtown Minneapolis is one of the most heavily used 
pedestrian and bicycle bridges in Minneapolis with an estimated 2,330 daily 
pedestrians and 1,250 daily bicyclists.

• Utility corridors 

The Midtown Greenway is a 5.7 mile bicycle and pedestrian trail through the 
densely-populated neighborhoods just south of downtown in a former 
railroad trench:  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/bicycles/midtown.asp.  
Recent counts show 3,500 daily bicyclists and 250-300 daily pedestrians at 
the busiest count locations.

• Municipal golf courses TO BE COMPLETED
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Walk Friendly Communities Application
DRAFT APPLICATION ANSWERS FOR PAC REVIEW 5/26/2011

• Private development (e.g. office parks, hospitals, 
residential developments)

The University of Minnesota has 46 miles of sidewalks and plazas serving 
its 52,000 students and X,000 employees on the Minneapolis/St Paul 
campus:  http://www1.umn.edu/pts/files/Walking%20Guide.pdf.  Recent 
counts show 19,990 daily pedestrians and 3,450 daily bicyclists through the 
heart of the Minneapolis east bank campus on Washington Avenue and 
14,220 daily pedestrians and 6,850 daily bicyclists crossing between the 
east and west bank Minneapolis campuses on the bicycle/pedestrian upper 
deck of the Washington Avenue bridge over the Mississippi River.  
Washington Avenue on the east bank campus was recently permanently 
closed to through traffic to construct a 0.5 mile transit and pedestrian mall 
as part of the Central Corridor light rail project:  
http://www.metrocouncil.org/transportation/ccorridor/centralcorridor.asp. 

• Other open space 
TO BE COMPLETED - NICOLLET MALL

Is it routine policy to build trails and paths with 
all new and major re-developments?

No, but it is included in Development Guidelines for Minneapolis' Midtow
Greenway Land Use and Development Plan -
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/docs/Midtown_Greenway_developme
nt_guidelines.pdf 

Is it required through zoning regulations? No

Are incentives provided to encourage trail 
construction?

The Minneapolis Code of Ordinances has a variety of incentives an
requirements designed to encourage the provision of pedestrian amenities 
redevelopment projects. In Title 20, the Zoning Code, Chapters 527 – 
Planned Unit Development, 530 – Site Plan Review, and 549 – Downtown 
Districts all have incentives allowing for additional height, density, and other 
development attributes for including pedestrian amenities in a project’s 
design.

If so, please provide a link or attachment of the 
policy or ordinance.

Title 20, the Zoning Code -
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=11490&stateId=23&stateNa
me=Minnesota

8 Is your community served by public 
transportation? If so, please list the agencies 
and whether they are city, regional, or both.

TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT

Please provide the following performance indicator
and details to indicate how well your community is 
served by public transportation.

TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT

• Percent of population living within a quarter mile o
a bus stop or ½ mile of a rail station: TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT

• Service miles per capita TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT
• Hours of operation for transit service TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT
Weekday: Weekend TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT
• Average headway on bus routes TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT
Average headway on train routes TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT
• Average peak period bus headway TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT
• On time performance (%) TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT
• Percent of bus stops that have wheelchair
accessible shelters: TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT

• What route planning software and trip information
is provided? TO BE COMPLETED - METRO TRANSIT

9 Which of the following approaches does your 
community use when planning for parking? 
Please provide a link or attachment of relevant 
ordinance or policy and describe when and 
where these strategies are used.
□ Maximum parking standards or absence of 
minimum parking standards Yes

Link to standard: 

Minneapolis Code of Ordinances – Title 20 Zoning Code 
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=11490&stateId=23&stateNa
me=Minnesota
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Description of standards: 

Description of standards: Maximum off-street parking allowed dependent on 
use and zoning district in both Chapter 541 – Off-street Parking and 
Loading, as well as Chapter 551 – Overlay Districts. In addition, some uses 
do not require a minimum number of parking spaces.

□ Parking location requirements (i.e., parking 
below, beside, or behind a building; allowing 
onstreet parking to meet minimum parking 
requirements) Yes

Link to location requirements: 

Minneapolis Code of Ordinances – Title 20 Zoning Code
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=11490&stateId=23&stateNa
me=Minnesota

Description of requirements: 

Description of requirements: In most cases, placing off-street parking 
between a building and the street is prohibited by the zoning code. 
Depending on site conditions parking is permitted beside, below, and behin
buildings.

□ Surface lot size and design requirements, 
including pedestrian and vehicle separation, 
locating lots to the side or behind businesses, 
alternative use of parking lot, landscaping, etc. Yes

Link to size/design requirements: 

 Minneapolis Code of Ordinances – Title 20 Zoning Code 
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=11490&stateId=23&stateNa
me=Minnesota

Description of requirements:

Description of requirements: The off-street parking and loading chapter of 
the zoning code describes location and design requirements for surface 
parking lots. Drive aisle widths, parking space dimensions, and landscaping 
requirements are also addressed in the site plan review chapter. Surface 
parking lots that abut public rights of way are required to be set back and 
filled with landscaping and screening.

□ Shared parking allowances Yes

Link to allowances: 

 Minneapolis Code of Ordinances – Title 20 Zoning Code 
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=11490&stateId=23&stateNa
me=Minnesota

Description of allowances: 

Description of allowances: Parking requirement reductions can be achieved 
through a shared parking agreement submitted to the City that describes 
any possible offsetting hours of operation for users of the parking spaces.

□ Priced public parking TO BE COMPLETED
Link to prices: TO BE COMPLETED
Description of priced parking: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Parking cashout incentives TO BE COMPLETED
Link to incentives: TO BE COMPLETED
Description of incentives: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Remote parking and/or park and ride TO BE COMPLETED
Link to remote parking: TO BE COMPLETED
Description of remote parking: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Other TO BE COMPLETED
Link to other approach: TO BE COMPLETED
Description of other approach TO BE COMPLETED
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10 Approximately what percentage of 
development in the last five years has been 
infill? % 100.00%
What measures does your community use to
encourage dense, mixed-use development? (check 
all that apply)
□ Secondary or accessory dwelling units are 
permitted Minneapolis Code of Ordinance - Title 20 Zoning Code - 
Link to measure: Minneapolis Code of Ordinances – Title 20 Zoning Cod

Description of measure: 
Allowed in a specific geographic area of the City in the Overlay District
chapter of the Zoning Code

□ Retail/commercial uses are required on the 
ground floor of residential buildings in mixed 
use corridors or districts Minneapolis Code of Ordinance - Title 20 Zoning Code - 
Link to measure: Minneapolis Code of Ordinances – Title 20 Zoning Cod

Description of measure: 

In most cases, the City relies on the market to supply the proper mix of 
commercial and residential uses. However, the Office Residence district in 
the Zoning Code does not allow ground floor commercial uses unless it is 
part of a mixed use building. These districts can be found throughout the 
City, but primarily on Commercial and Community Corridors.

□ Density bonuses to developers are provided 
for providing amenities that enhance walkability
and livability Minneapolis Code of Ordinance - Title 20 Zoning Code - 
Link to measure: Minneapolis Code of Ordinances – Title 20 Zoning Cod

Description of measure: 

Density bonuses can be found in many chapters of the Zoning Code, and 
are allowed for a variety of measures. Bonuses specific to walkability and 
livability are more prevalent in the Downtown Districts and Planned Unit 
Development chapters.

□ Form-based or design-based codes are used Minneapolis Code of Ordinance - Title 20 Zoning Code - 
Link to measure Minneapolis Code of Ordinances – Title 20 Zoning Cod

Description of measure: 

The site plan review chapter of the Minneapolis Zoning Code includes a list 
of standards intended to provide form-based provisions that blend well with 
other use based requirements in the code.

□ Neighborhood school siting policies
Public Services and Facilities Chapter of the Minneapolis Plan fo
Sustainable Growth

Link to measure: Public Services and Facilities Chapte

Description of measure: 

Policy 5.2: Support the efforts of public and private institution to provide a 
wide range of educational choices for Minneapolis students and residents 
throughout the city. (5.2.1 - 5.2.8)

□ Other (please describe):

11 Please briefly describe any urban design 
features or pedestrian amenities that your 
community uses or requires to create a 
comfortable and attractive walking 
environment. Include features such as sidewalk 
furniture, landscaping, art, and lighting; 
building and façade design requirements; and 
amenities like public restrooms, water 
fountains, and signs or wayfinding systems.

TO BE COMPLETED

Please provide a link or attachment of the ordinance 
or policy that addresses these features.

TO BE COMPLETED

12 Please briefly describe any other planning 
policies related to promoting or enhancing 
walking in your community.

TO BE COMPLETED
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EVALUATION
1 Does your community have an ongoing pedestrian counting
and/or survey program that allows for long-term trend analysis of 
walking trips?

Please describe:

2 Has your community used any of the following tools to evaluate 
major  pedestrian areas (town centers, major activity areas, routes 
to school, etc.) in order to identify problem areas and potential 
solutions?
□ Walkability Checklists
□ Pedestrian Intersection Safety Index
□ Pedestrian Level of Service (LOS)
□ Pedestrian Road Safety Audit Guidelines and Prompt Lists
□ Health Impact Assessment
□ Other Evaluation Tools (Please describe)

3 Does your community routinely conduct pre/post evaluations of
road projects and traffic calming with respect to pedestrian 
crashes, volumes and motor vehicle speeds?

TO BE COMPLETED
TO BE COMPLETED

Evaluations of pedestrian safety is common prior to 
street reconstruction projects, but not post-evaluations.

TO BE COMPLETED
TO BE COMPLETED
TO BE COMPLETED
TO BE COMPLETED

There are three sources of pedestrian counts:  (1) For 
the past 4 years, the City of Minneapolis Department of 
Public Works, in partnership with Transit for Livable 
Communities and the federal Non-motorized 
Transportation Pilot Program, has conducted 
pedestrian and bicycle counts at 277 locations citywide, 
using both 12-hour and 2-hour count methodologies:  
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/pedestrian-
counts.asp.  The two busiest locations are Washington 
Avenue west of Union Street on the University of 
Minnesota East Bank Campus with an estimated 
19,990 pedestrians per day and Nicollet Mall north of 
7th Street in Downtown Minneapolis with an estimated 
17,890 pedestrians per day.  Of the 23 locations that 
have been counted consistently from 2007 to 2010, 
pedestrian volumes have increased 18% over that time 
period.  

(2) The City of Minneapolis has counted all modes of 
transportation, including pedestrians, entering and 
leaving downtown since 1958 through its periodic 
Downtown Cordon Count.  The most recent cordon 
count, conducted in 2003, showed that 6.7% of people 
entering and leaving downtown travelled on foot and 
that this mode share has been relatively constant since 
1958:  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/council/2004-
meetings/20040227/docs/11_cordon_count_report.pdf.  
(3) The Department of Public Works  conducts 
pedestrian counts as part of periodic intersection 
turning movement counts, which are available online 
through its Traffic Count Management System:  
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/traffic-
counts.asp.  This system provides turning movement 
diagrams, including pedestrian movements by 
crosswalk leg.
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4 Using Walk Score205, what is the average (mean) walk score of 
the following locations in your community?

Geographic center 95 Downtown
Northernmost point (City boundary directly north of geog. center) 54 Columbia Park
Easternmost point (City boundary directly east of geog. center) 88 University District

Southernmost point (City boundary directly south of geog. center) 53 Diamond lake or Windom is 65 35W split
Westernmost point (City boundary directly west of geog. center) 56 Harrison
Midpoint of geographic center and northernmost point 71 Bottineau
Midpoint of geographic center and easternmost point 83 Marcy Holmes
Midpoint of geographic center and southernmost point 76 Central
Midpoint of geographic center and westernmost point 70 Sumner-Glenwood
Urban school location 95 Inter District Downtown School
Suburban school location 63 Northeast Middle School

Please describe any other ways that your community evaluates 
pedestrian accommodation, walking rates, and pedestrian safety.

TO BE COMPLETED
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ENGINEERING
1 Which of the following standards, if any, are 
included in your municipality’s sidewalk design 
specifications? Please provide a link or attachment of
the municipality’s sidewalk design standard 
specifications.
□ Sidewalks at least 5’ wide in residential areas, 10’-30’ in 
commercial zones Yes
□ Required buffer zone between sidewalk and street Yes
□ Level and continuous sidewalks at driveways so that 
driveways do not look like roadways Yes

Sidewalk design link: 
See section 10.2.1 here:  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-
works/trans-plan/DesignGuidelines.asp

2 Estimate the percent of arterial and non-arterial 
streets that have sidewalks on both sides of the road, 
one side of the road, or have paved shoulders 
(minimum of 4 ft) in your community

Sidewalks on both sides - arterial

76% (but we consider 95% of arterial centerline miles to have complete 
sidewalks because an additional 14% with sidewalks on one side and 4% 
with no sidewalks don't require sidewalks to provide access to properties,

transit or connecting sidewalks)

Sidewalks on one side - arterial
17% (but only 3% need a sidewalk on the other side of the street to 

provide access to properties, transit or connecting sidewalks)
Paved shoulders ≥ 4’ - arterial 0%

Sidewalks on both sides - non-arterial

81% (but we consider 93% of non-arterial centerline miles to have 
complete sidewalks because an additional 11% with sidewalks on one 

side and 1% with no sidewalks don't require sidewalks to provide access 
to properties, transit or connecting sidewalks)

Sidewalks on one side - non-arterial
14% (but only 3% need a sidewalk on the other side to provide access to 

properties, transit or connecting sidewalks)
Paved shoulders ≥ 4’ - non-arterial 0%
Please enter the following information about your 
road network:
• What is the mileage of your total road network? 1,081 non-freeway centerline miles

• How many miles of sidewalks are in your pedestrian 
master plan? 

The plan recommends filling all sidewalk gaps that provide access to 
properties or transit.  The plan identified 76 street centerline miles and an 
estimated 108 linear sidewalk miles as potential sidewalk gaps.

• How many miles of new sidewalk did you construct last 
year? 

TO BE COMPLETED
The Park Board filled a 90 linear foot sidewalk gap on the south side of 

Kenwood Park along Franklin Avenue in 2010 to create a safer and more 
direct walking route to Kenwood Elementary School. 

• How many miles of sidewalk did you construct in the last 
three years? 

TO BE COMPLETED
90 linear feet on Franklin Avenue @ Kenwood Park (2010), XXX linear 

feet on Malcolm Ave SE (20XX)

• How many miles of sidewalk do you plan to construct in 
the next three years?

TO BE COMPLETED
340 linear feet on 14th Ave N (2011), XXX linear feet on Winter Street 

(2013), XXX linear feet on 22nd St S (20XX), XXX linear feet on 
33rd/Talmadge (2011/12), XXX linear feet on 25th Ave SE (2011), XX 

linear feet on 4th St NE (2011)
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3 Does your community have a sidewalk condition 
and curb ramp inventory process? Yes

Description: 

The City's Sidewalk Inspections Office operates an annual sidewalk and 
curb ramp repair program that inspects and replaces defective sidewalks 
and curb ramps throughout the City by sector of the city on an 
approximately 10 year cycle.  Curb ramps are currently replaced through 
this program when they are structurally defective, but not typically if their 
design does not meet current ADA standards.  The City is initiating a 
process to update its ADA Transition Plan, including an  curb ramp 
condition inventory that will address accessible design as well as 
structural condition.  In addition, sidewalks and curb ramps are typically 
replaced in conjunction with street reconstruction projects and many 
redevelopment projects. 

Does your community use government funds to 
repair broken sidewalks? No

What is the annual line item for sidewalk maintenance
in your community’s budget?

The 2011 capital budget for sidewalk and curb ramp repair was $2.88 
million, including $215,000 for curb ramp repair from city funds and $2.67 
million for sidewalk repair from a revolving loan fund reimbursed by 
special assessments.  The 2012 capital budget request is $3.07 million.

Estimate the percent of intersections that have ADA 
accessible ramps on all four corners. % 95%
Estimate the percent of sidewalks that need to be 
repaired or replaced. %

2-3% (10% of the city's 1,900 linear sidewalk miles are inspected each 
year, and approximately 4.5 linear miles are repaired each year)

Does your community have a program to install curb 
ramps? Yes No Yes

How many ramps are installed per year?  

In 2011, the city installed curb ramps at 92 corners, with typically 2 ramps 
per corner, through the sidewalk and curb ramp repair program.  
Additional ramps were installed through street reconstruction projects, 
redevelopment projects, and on selected state highways in Minneapolis 

How many ramp installations are planned for next year? 

Approximately 200 ramps at 100 corners through the sidewalk and curb 
ramp repair program, plus additional ramps through street reconstruction 
and redevelopment projects.

Does your community have a program to repair and 
replace broken sidewalks? Yes

How many locations (or linear feet) were fixed last year? 23,000 linear feet
How many repairs are planned for next year? 23,000 linear feet
Is there a method for residents to report missing or 
broken sidewalks and curb ramps? Yes

Please explain the process (e.g. on-line complaint form)? 

Residents can call 311 or go to the city's website 
(http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/sidewalks/) to report structural sidewalk 
issues.

4 Please indicate the number of bridges or 
overpasses in your community and how many of 
those provide for pedestrians through shoulders, 
sidewalks, or multiuse paths.
Bridges (excluding freeways) 190

Bridges with pedestrian provisions on at least one side
190 (all but 1 have sidewalks on both sides – see Pedestrian Master Plan

Objective 4.2)
Pedestrian overpasses (or bridges) 102
Pedestrian underpasses 4
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Identify the last three bridges built (or major 
reconstruction) in your community. Do the bridges 
provide pedestrian provisions on at least one side?

Bridge #1 

The Chicago Ave and LaSalle Avenue bridges over I-94 just south of 
downtown were redecked in 2010.  The projects included widening 
sidewalks on both sides from 8 feet to 10-12 feet (10 feet on Chicago 
Avenue and 12 feet on LaSalle Avenue), replacing chain link fencing with 
decorative railings, upgrading accessible pedestrian ramps on both 
bridges, adding curb extensions at the ends of the Chicago Avenue 
bridge, and installing pedestrian level lighting.  The base costs were 
covered by Mn/DOT, and the City of Minneapolis contributed the 
additional funds needed for the decorative railing and enhanced lighting.

Bridge #2 

The Camden Bridge over I-94 and the Mississippi River in North 
Minneapolis was rehabilitated in 2010.  The existing sidewalks on both 
sides of the bridge were maintained, improved pedestrian lighting was 
added, and the pedestrian railing was replaced.

Bridge #3 

The Chicago Avenue Bridge over the Midtown Greenway was 
reconstructed in 20XX with wider sidewalks, decorative colored concrete, 
enhanced railing, and pedestrian level lighting.

Identify bridges currently under design. Do the 
bridges provide pedestrian provisions on at least one 
side? 

TO BE COMPLETED
The Lowry Avenue bridge over the Mississippi River will be reconstructed 

in 20XX with wider sidewalks on both sides (12 feet compared with 
previous X feet), pedestrian level lighting, enhanced railing, and 

pedestrian overlooks.  The Cedar Avenue Bridge over Washington 
Avenue SE will be redecked in 2011 with a widened XX-foot wide 

sidewalk on the side of the bridge providing access to the future LRT 
station, and enhanced lighting and railing.  The Lyndale Avenue bridge 

over Minnehaha Creek will be reconstructed in 20XX with...  The new Van 
White Avenue bridge will be constructed in 20XX with an XX-foot wide 

multi-use trail on one side of the bridge.  The Northtown Railyard bridge 
will be reconstructed in 20XX with an XX-wide multi-use trail on one side 

of the bridge and a X-foot wide sidewalk on the other side.

5 Does your community maintain a pedestrian 
signaling system? Yes No yes

Please briefly describe initiatives your community has
taken to ensure or improve pedestrian access, safety 
and convenience at signalized intersections. In your 
description please address the following questions. 
Provide a link or attachment of the relevant policy or 
ordinance, if available.
Link: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
• Do you provide pedestrian recall (pedestrians receiving 
a walk signal during every phase without using a push 
button) in high pedestrian corridors? yes
• At locations where pedestrian push buttons are used, 
are the push buttons reachable from a level landing and 
located in line with the crosswalk line furthest from the 
intersection?

TO BE COMPLETED
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• Approximately what percentage of intersections have 
accessible pedestrian signals with audible walk 
indications? %

TO BE UPDATED
4% (30 of 800 signals)

• Approximately what percentage of intersection have 
pushbutton-integrated accessible pedestrians signals with 
audible and vibrotactile indications?

TO BE COMPLETED

• What is the average walk speed used to determine 
signal timing?  ft/s

3.5 feet per second for pedestrian clearance time and 3.0 feet per second
for total WALK plus flashing DON’T WALK time

• Do you operate your signals that have dedicated left turn
arrows with a protected only phase or with protective 
permissive phases?  Explain: 

TO BE COMPLETED

• Do you use right-turn-on-red restrictions? If yes, when 
and where? 

Yes.  The city's 2005 guidelines for the use of NTOR prioritizes use of 
NTOR in locations with limited sight lines, multi-legged intersections or 
school crosswalks.

• What percentage of intersections have countdown 
signals? %

TO BE UPDATED
11% (91 of 800 signals)

6 Please briefly describe initiatives your community 
has taken to ensure or improve pedestrian access, 
safety and convenience at crosswalks. In your 
description please address the following questions. 
Provide a link or attachment of the relevant policy or 
ordinance, if available.
Link to policy or ordinance: TO BE COMPLETED
Description TO BE COMPLETED

• How are marked crosswalk locations selected? 
Marked crosswalks are provided at all signalized intersections, 
designated midblock crosswalks and school patrolled crossings.

• What is your standard crosswalk marking type (e.g., 
parallel lines, ladder style, high visibility, etc.)? 

The standard crosswalk pavement marking style is two transverse 
(lateral) lines at most locations and high visibility markings (longitudinal 
lines striped parallel to the direction of traffic) at all midblock crosswalks, 
signalized intersections on state highways, freeway ramp intersections, 
and selected school patrolled crossings.

• Are crosswalk markings regularly maintained? Yes No
Yes.  The majority of crosswalks are marked with latex paint, and the 
paint is repainted annually. 

• Are in-road stop/yield signs used? Yes No Yes.  
How are these locations selected? TO BE COMPLETED
• Are advance stop/yield lines placed at multilane 
uncontrolled marked crosswalks in order to reduce 
multiple threat crashes? Yes No

TO BE COMPLETED

• Are there other pedestrian safety practices being used 
at crosswalks? TO BE COMPLETED

7 Does your community design and build its own
roadways? Yes No yes

What geometric features are being used to ensure or 
improve pedestrian access, safety and convenience? 
In your description please address the following 
questions. Provide a link or attachment of the 
relevant policy or ordinance, if available.
• Are median crossing/refuge islands used? Is there a
standard or typical roadway that these are used on? 
How many have been installed in the last three years?
Are any more planned?
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Link to island policy: 
See section 10.5.6 here:  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-
works/trans-plan/DesignGuidelines.asp

Description: 

TO BE COMPLETED

• Do you routinely install curb extensions? How many
have been installed in the last three years? Are any 
more planned? Yes

Link to curb extension policy: 
See section 10.3.5 here:  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-
works/trans-plan/DesignGuidelines.asp

Description: 

Curb extensions are a routine improvement on street reconstruction 
projects and in some pedestrian and bicycle retrofit projects.  Since this 
inventory of curb extensions was completed in 2008 for the Pedestrian 
Master Plan (http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/A18.pdf), curb 
extensions have been added at 17 additional intersections on Chicago 
Avenue S, Lyndale Avenue S, 40th St S and 42nd St S. Additional curb 
extensions are being constructed in 2011 and 2012 at 19 additional 
intersections on Riverside Avenue, Franklin Avenue, 22nd Street S, 
Talmadge Avenue NE, 5th St NE, and 3rd St S, and Bryant Ave S.

• What is the standard curb radius (10’, 15’, 20’, 25’ 
30’, 35’) for local, collector, and arterial streets?

Link to curb radius policy: 
See section 10.3.2 and 5.8.1 here:  
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/trans-

Description: 

15' is the standard curb radius for local street intersections.  18' is the 
standard curb radius for County and Minnesota State Aid street 
intersections (typically minor arterial and collector streets).  At 
intersections with one-way streets, a 5' curb radius is typically used where 
turns are illegal. 

• What other geometric design features are 
implemented for pedestrian safety?

Link to other design features: 

See section 10.2 here:  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-
works/trans-plan/DesignGuidelines.asp.   See also Objective 4.1 of the 
Pedestrian Master Plan:  
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Description: 

One of the key elements of pedestrian design is a recommended 
minimum 12' "Pedestrian Zone," which Minneapolis defines as the space 
between the face of curb and the property line.  The Pedestrian Zone 
includes the curb zone, planting/furnishing zone, through walk zone, and 
frontage zone.  The vast majority of local streets in Minneapolis have a 
minimum 12' pedestrian zone, but most non-local streets (state highways,
county roads, and Municipal State Aid Streets) do not have a minimum 
12' Pedestrian Zone.  (As of 2008, of the over 700 centerline miles of 
local or Park Board streets with sidewalks on at least one side, 78% have 
a pedestrian zone width of 12 feet or wider, and only 11% have a width of 
less than 12 feet; the width of the remining 11% is unknown.  In contrast, 
as of 2008, out of the nearly 300 centerline miles of non-local streets, only
33% have a Pedestrian Zone width of at least 12 feet, and 30% have a 
pedestrian zone width of 9 feet or less.)  Wider Pedestrian Zones are 
being implemented with street reconstruction projects.  

The recent reconstruction of Chicago Avenue, a city street, narrowed the 
street from 52 to 42 feet and narrowed the street further at intersections 
with curb extensions .  The recent reconstruction of Lyndale Avenue S, a 
county road, maintained the existing 40-52 foot street width and the wide 
24-30 foot Pedestrian Zone with mature trees.  The recent reconstruction 
of Marquette and 2nd Avenues, city streets in the core of downtown, 
narrowed the street from 56 to 50 feet and widened the Pedestrian Zone 
on the transit side of the street from 12 to 18 feet.

• Has your community taken initiatives to increase 
safety for people crossing the street at bus stops that
are not located at signalized intersections or 
crosswalks?

Link to bus stop policy: 
See section 10.4 here:  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-
works/trans-plan/DesignGuidelines.asp

Description: TO BE COMPLETED

8 Please briefly describe any innovative pedestrian 
treatments installed in your community? Treatments 
may include special pedestrian phasing such as a 
leading pedestrian interval or scramble timing, 
crossing aids such as a HAWK beacon or rapid flash 
beacon, or passive pedestrian detection. Include any 
relevant links or attachments, if available.
Link to special treatment document: TO BE COMPLETED
Description of treatments: TO BE COMPLETED
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EDUCATION AND ENCOURAGEMENT
1 Please describe any Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
programming being implemented in your
community in the space provided below. Check any of the 
following activities that are part of
your SRTS programs and include information about the 
nature, scope, and results of these
activities (as well as any others not listed below) in your 
description.

TO BE COMPLETED

□ Walk to School Day/Week TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Walking Wednesdays or other walking events TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Walkability audits or SRTS maps TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Walking School Bus TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Student safety patrol TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Tracking system to count the number of children 
walking to school TO BE COMPLETED

Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Other (please describe): TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
Please estimate what percent of schools in your 
communities participate in the following: TO BE COMPLETED

• Ongoing SRTS program: TO BE COMPLETED
• Special walk to school events only: TO BE COMPLETED
• No walk to school or SRTS activities: TO BE COMPLETED

2 Please describe any education and training programs 
related to pedestrian education, safety, or design for staff 
in your municipality. Staff may include transportation 
officials, law enforcement officers, school staff and 
teachers, and advocates and public health professionals. 
Please include in this description the nature, frequency, 
scope, and results of these programs.

TO BE COMPLETED

3 Please check and briefly describe any education or 
encouragement campaigns that are implemented in your 
community regarding the following topics. Include 
information about the
target audience, techniques used (e.g., posters, 
workshops, etc.), frequency, scope, and results of the 
programs. Please mention what measures your 
community has taken to make sure that
education and encouragement campaigns are inclusive of 
all populations. Also mention your community 
partnerships (such as Public Health & Planning 
partnerships) that collaborate on
these efforts. Provide any relevant links and attachments 
to help illustrate these descriptions, if available

TO BE COMPLETED

□ Walking safety training (e.g., targeted walking education 
or encouragement programs for children, older adults, 
college students, transit riders, etc.)

TO BE COMPLETED

Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
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□ Driving safety with respect to pedestrians (e.g., 
pedestrian safety included in drivers education 
curriculum, test, manual or bus driver training

TO BE COMPLETED

Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Public service announcements TO BE COMPLETED
Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Public health campaigns related to walking TO BE COMPLETED
Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Environmental campaigns related to walking TO BE COMPLETED
Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Walk to work events TO BE COMPLETED
Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Prescription walking or prescribed trails TO BE COMPLETED

Definition: Prescription walking or prescribed trails are when 
doctors prescribe walking time/distance and location

TO BE COMPLETED

Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Other (please describe): TO BE COMPLETED
Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED

4 Please check and briefly describe any walking tours, 
guides, or maps that are available (on-line or printed) in 
your community. If available, please provide a link, 
attachment, or pictures of wayfinding devices and/or 
plans, maps, or brochures for these walking tours

TO BE COMPLETED

□ Walking maps (e.g., neighborhoods maps, school route 
maps, city-wide maps, etc.) TO BE COMPLETED

Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Wayfinding and route signs for pedestrians TO BE COMPLETED
Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ History, historic district, architectural, or other themed
walks TO BE COMPLETED

□ Guided by a person TO BE COMPLETED
Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Unguided using books and brochures, audio tours, or
signs and wayfinding TO BE COMPLETED

Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED
□ Greenways and trail maps TO BE COMPLETED
Link to relevant material: TO BE COMPLETED
Description: TO BE COMPLETED

5 Please briefly describe any events and activities in your 
community that promote walking. Include information 
about the target audience, nature, frequency, scope, and 
results of these events. Provide any relevant links and 
attachments, if available. Please mention any street 
closures (e.g., festivals, farmers markets, or Sunday 
Parkways),Walk to Work events, Main Street programs, or 
art or culture walks.

TO BE COMPLETED
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6 Please briefly describe any other education or 
encouragement programs affecting walking in your 
community.

TO BE COMPLETED
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ENFORCEMENT
1 How many officers does your community have? 863
How many of these are involved in enforcement and what is 
the average amount of work time per officer devoted to 
enforcement?
• Number in enforcement: 374
• Average hours (officers/month) of enforcement: 160

Does your community have a traffic safety officer? Yes No TO BE COMPLETED

If so, please estimate the amount of work time that is devoted to 
responsibilities concerning pedestrian laws and safety. 5 hours

2 Does your community use targeted enforcement programs to
promote pedestrian safety in crosswalks? Indicate which of 
these elements, if any, are part of the enforcement program.
□ Pedestrian decoys (aka crosswalk stings) no
□ Media campaigns regarding enforcement TO BE COMPLETED
□ Speed feedback signs no
□ Progressive ticketing no
□ Other (please describe):

3 How many citations does your local police department give 
annually for traffic infractions that relate to road safety? 

TO BE COMPLETED

Is this up or down from previous years? Up Down TO BE COMPLETED
Please list the number of citations given for the following
infractions: TO BE COMPLETED

• Speeding: TO BE COMPLETED
• Failure to yield: TO BE COMPLETED

• Parking on sidewalks or too close to intersections or crosswalk: TO BE COMPLETED

Does your community use photo enforcement technology that 
targets speeding and/or red light running? Explain no

4 Which, if any, of the following approaches does your 
community take to ensure the safety and security of 
pedestrians and runners on city streets, trails, and walkways?

□ Emergency call boxes. Describe: 
The Midtown Greenway Trail, which runs in a former 
railroad trench through South Minneapolis, has 

□ Police patrols on foot or bike. Describe (include the number of 
officers that are bike patrol certified):

200 Officers certified.  They work part time often as 
part of grant funded community patrols and are also 
trained in crowd control tactics.

□ Neighborhood watch programs. Describe: TO BE COMPLETED

□ Drunk driving and drunk walking enforcement. Describe: 

Traffic Enforcement Unit actively pursues drunk 
drivers as do street officers time permitting.  Drunk 
walking is not illegal.

□ Street lighting. Estimate the number of streets with lighting on one 
or both sides: 

arterial % 100%
non-arterial % 100%

□ Other (please describe):
5 Please briefly describe your community’s policies and
practices regarding the use of adult crossing guards at 
elementary and middle schools. Include any information about 
the criteria for placement of adult crossing guards, training 
programs, crossing procedures, crossing guard signs and 
equipment, and law enforcement strategies at crossing guard 
locations.

TO BE COMPLETED

Provide a link or attachment of any relevant policies, if available. TO BE COMPLETED
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6 Does your community’s police department have a systematic 
strategy for selecting locations and countermeasures for 
traffic and pedestrian safety?

TO BE COMPLETED

Describe: TO BE COMPLETED
7 Do police work regularly with traffic engineers and planners 
to review sites in need of safety improvement for motorists 
and pedestrians? 

TO BE COMPLETED

Describe: TO BE COMPLETED
Does your community use crash and/or fatality data to identify 
problem areas and potential solutions? TO BE COMPLETED

Please describe any other ways that your community’s police 
department addresses the pedestrian concerns in your 
community.

TO BE COMPLETED
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

1 What are the three primary 
reasons your city deserves to be 
designated as a Walk Friendly 
Community?

TO BE COMPLETED

2 What are the three aspects of 
your community most in need of 
improvement in order to 
accommodate pedestrians?

TO BE COMPLETED

3 How can your community 
leverage its designation as a Walk 
Friendly Community to increase the 
number of people walking and 
make walking safer?

TO BE COMPLETED
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