
Minneapolis BAC Minutes 
April 27, 2011 
4 PM – 6 PM 

Room 101 City of Lakes Building (309 2nd Avenue South) 
     

Present:  Lisa Bender, Sarah Stewart, Richard Anderson, Shaun Murphy, Bill Dooley, Brian 
Funk, Hokan, Greg Sautter, Roy Hallanger, Andrew Rankin, Mackenzie Turner Bargen, David 
Peterson, Robin Garwood, Gary Nelson, David Gepner, Billy Binder, Jim Skoog, Paul Frenz, 
Georgianna Yantos, Matthew Hendricks, Nick Mason, Janice Gepner, Greta Alquist, Ethan 
Fawley, Joshua Houdek 
 
Decisions 
1.  Agenda and minutes.  Minutes of the March 30 meeting were unanimously approved.  The 
agenda was amended to move discussion of the Implementation Plan to our May 25 meeting, so 
only 30 minutes are needed to discuss the Bike Plan.  Amended agenda approved unanimously. 
 
2.  Subcommittee Chairs.  Since the Engineering Subcommittee has more members than all of 
the other subcommittees combined, we chose one Chair for Engineering and one Chair for all of 
the other subcommittees.  We unanimously approved Matthew Hendricks as Chair of the 
Engineering Subcommittee and Jim Skoog as Chair of the "Nonengineering" subcommittees.  
Matthew reminded people to fill out the online survey about subcommittee meeting time. 
 
3.  49th Avenue North bike lanes. Bike lanes on 49th Avenue North are supported by Council 
President Barbara Johnson.  The road has an off street bike trail on the Bike Map but no funding 
available for a trail right now.  We voted unanimously to endorse interim bike lanes for the 
present time. 
 
Summaries of Discussions 
1.  Recent bicycle fatalities.  The issue of fatalities in recent years from bicycle/commercial 
vehicle collisions was discussed.  Nick Mason raised the issue as one for further discussion at a 
future date.  Ideas for prevention are in the Bike Plan.  Robin reported that Ward 2 will have a 
meeting to discuss the issue and how to reach out to truckers.  It was mentioned that while the 
Minnesota driver's manual has instructions about driving around bike lanes, the commerical 
manual does not include similar language.  Metro Transit has a 10 minute video for drivers about 
safety with bikes which we should watch at a future meeting.  "Driving and bicyclists" should be 
part of safety information put out by the city. 
 
2.  Lowry Bridge.  The bridge is being built more narrowly than originally planned and no 
longer includes a bike lane.  Many people thought we should talk to Hennepin County to find out 
why the bike lane was eliminated.  It was decided that this discussion should be continued in the 
Engineering subcommittee. 
 
3.  26th Avenue North update.  Harold Skjelbostad gave a PowerPoint presentation on the 
history and current status of a plan to build a bikeway and greenway on 26th Avenue North to 
provide an east/west bicycle connection from the Mississippi River to Wirth Parkway. The 



central section would be a greenway bookended by painted bike lanes. The neighborhoods have 
all approved the plan and they are now applying for funding.  The connection would be a safe 
route for cyclists and pedestrians and a positive amenity for the neighborhood. 
 
4.  University of Minnesota Bike Plan update from Steven Sanders and Mackenzie Turner 
Bargen.  The plan is still in draft form and receiving input.  They will present the plan to this 
committee when it is ready. There are plans for bike access during construction.  The University 
of Minnesota Bike Center is opening this summer. 
 
5.  Bike Plan discussion led by Don Pflaum.  Heidi Hamilton from Public Works also spoke.  
The Plan is the version endorsed by Public Works with the goal of advancing bicycling in 
Minneapolis.  The Plan is the vision of what Public Works would like to see accomplished in the 
next 30 years.  Policy topics that Public Works felt needed further study are in a separate 
document called the Implementation Plan.  Chapters 1-4 of the Plan are mainly background.  
Chapter 5 includes needs broken down by "E." The primary goals of Chapter 6 are increasing 
road share and improving safety.  It includes objectives that Public Works believes are 
achieveable.  Chapter 7 identifies projects.  Chapter 8 includes funding ideas.  BAC members 
were provided with copies of the Plan.  Discussion will continue at our next meeting and we will 
vote then on endorsing the Plan.  The Plan is schedule to be presented to the City Countil on June 
21.  Don asked to be notified if there are revisions missing from the latest version of the Bike 
Plan Map. 
 
6. Announcements. 

 Bike Month starts in a few days. 
 Ethan Fawley:  June 12 is the first Open Street event as part of Bike/Walk week.  Lyndale 

Avenue S will be closed to motorized traffic between 22nd St and 42nd St from 10 am – 2 
pm.  Let him know if you can help. 

 Roy Hallanger: Nature Valley Bicycle Festival will include a professional criterium race 
in Uptown on Friday evening, June 17.  The Festival raises money for Childen's 
Hospitals and Clinics.  Volunteers and hosts for bike racers are needed. 

 Joshua Houdek:  Sierra Club Complete Streets Bike Tour Sat May 7.  Free but register 
ahead of time online. 

 Mackenzie Turner Bargen:  Opening for the RiverLake Greenway on Saturday, June 11 
from 1- 5 pm.  Planning meeting at Sibley Park next Wednesday. 

 There was a Police Department meeting on bike theft with an emphasis on prevention. 
 Greta Alquist:  MnDOT is rolling out a "Drive your bike" campaign to teach children 

how to ride bikes safely and responsibly. 
 Nick Mason:  This Saturday is the Active Living Bike Expo on the State Fair grounds. 
 Roy Hallanger:  National Safe Routes to School Conference will be in Minneapolis this 

August.  There is still time to sign up.  Blue Cross Minnesota is providing scholarships 
for people representing poor neighborhoods. 

 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Janice Gepner. 


