
  

 

Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee  
Meeting Notes 

 
Wednesday, March 18, 2009 

3:00 pm to 4:30 pm 
Room 333 City Hall 

 
Agenda 
 
3:00 pm Introductions 

Approval of Meeting Notes 
Announcements 
 

3:05 pm Hennepin and 1st Avenue S Two-way Conversion Project 
Jeni Loritz, Project Manager, will present the pedestrian improvements associated 
with the planned two-way conversion of Hennepin and 1st Avenues in downtown. 
 

3:30 pm Non-Motorized Transportation Pilot Program Update 
We’ll provide an update on pedestrian projects funded to date and projects still under 
consideration. 
 

3:40 pm Pedestrian Master Plan Update 
Anna Flintoft will present an update on the pedestrian improvement priorities 
discussed at the January meeting and the schedule for completing the plan.   
 

4:10 pm Walking in the News 
Elizabeth Haugen from Communications has offered to provide the PAC with a 
monthly update on pedestrian and walking issues in the news media as a way of 
helping the PAC to monitor and potentially influence the public messaging about 
walking.   

 
Attendees 
 
PAC 

Member 
Attendees Representing Present 

X Jim Adams Senior Citizens Advisory Committee  
X James Andrew Metropolitan Council  
X Kristen Klingler Minneapolis Department of Health X 
X Theresa Cain Metro Transit  
X Aaron Day City of Lakes Chamber  
X Anna Flintoft Minneapolis Public Works, PAC Chair X 
X Anna Gillette 7th Ward Citizen – North Loop  
X Loretta Grewe Advisory Committee on People with Disabilities  
X Stephanie Gruver 4th Ward Citizen  
X Diane Hansen 12th Ward Citizen  



  

 

X Sarah Harris Walking Minneapolis Foundation  
X Elizabeth Haugen Minneapolis Communications Department  
X Steven Hay Minneapolis CPED  
X Robin Hennessy City of Minneapolis Attorney’s Office  
X Mary Jackson Minnesota Department of Transportation  
X Karen Nikolai Hennepin County  
X Jennifer Ringold Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board  
X Mike Rumppe Minneapolis Fire Department  
X Jan Sandberg 7th Ward Citizen – Loring Park  
X Steve Sanders University of Minnesota  
X David Smith Minneapolis Public Schools  
X Mackenzie Turner Bicycle Advisory Committee  
X Kathy Waite Minneapolis Police Department  
X Mary Watson 6th Ward Citizen  
 Rebecca Gomez Bike Walk Ambassadors X 
 Katie Lechelt Hennepin County X 
 Jeni Loritz Minneapolis Public Works X 

 

Summary of Items Discussed 
 

Announcements 
Kristin Klingler and Katie Lechelt gave an update on Hennepin County’s Walking Workshop. 
 
Hennepin and 1st Avenue S Two-way Conversion Project 
Jeni Loritz presented the pedestrian improvements associated with the planned two-way conversion 
of Hennepin and 1st Avenues in downtown.  The goal of the project is to increase the circulation of 
traffic within down town Minneapolis.  It will include change the current center bike lanes on 
Hennepin Avenue to outside shared bike/bus/right turn lanes and add bike lanes on 1st Avenue 
between the curb and the parking lane.  The project is primarily signal and striping changes, but 
will include some curb work on 1st Avenue between 8th to 9th Streets, which will improve 
pedestrian environment by shortening some crosswalks and adding trees.  The project will also 
include countdown timers at all signalized intersections.  The committee was supportive of the 
project and primarily had questions about how the bike lanes would operate. 
 
Non-Motorized Transportation Pilot Program Update 
Anna Flintoft gave an update on NTP projects funded to date and projects still under consideration. 
New projects which will be funded are: 

• Public Bicycle Sharing 
• Pedestrian Enhancements on already funded Bike corridors: 

o 5th street NE at Central and Hennepin up to NE 
o 7th Street N corridor 

• Southern Bike connection into Richfield 
 
In addition, City and County staff are still in conversation with Transit for Livable Communities on 



  

 

potential additional direct award grants for pedestrian improvements at the Cedar Washington 
intersection and Cedar Ave Corridor in Cedar Riverside.  
 
Pedestrian Master Plan Update 
Anna Flintoft distributed an update on the pedestrian improvement priorities discussed at the 
January meeting, including a map.  A draft of the final Pedestrian Master Plan will be available for 
PAC review at the April PAC meeting with comments due for the May PAC meeting. 
 
Walking in the News 
Elizabeth Haugen reviewed recent news articles related to pedestrians.  The articles were primarily 
related to traffic crashes involving pedestrians.  The committee discussed ways to promote more 
positive messaging in the media related to walking and decided to investigate potential media 
outreach related to pedestrian safety and traffic laws.  Elizabeth Haugen, Anna Flintoft, and 
Rebecca Gomez will report back. 
 
 

 


