


Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting





Wednesday, December 2, 2015
Present: Philip Ailiff, Greta Alquist, Emily Antin, Neal Baxter, Shaina Brassard, Alex Cecchini, Julie Curran, Tom Dunnwald, Scott Engel, Donna Hemp, Dan Herber, Don Ostrom, Tamir Ali Mohamud, Julia Tabbut; Matthew Dyrdahl, Mackenzie Turner, Sarah Stewart, Gina Mitteco, Kelley Yemen, Mike Mechtenberg, Julie Danzl, Ben Somogyi

Welcome and Approval of Meeting Minutes
Chairman Alquist called the meeting to order at 4:04 PM. She asked all present to introduce themselves.

Phil moved to approve the minutes for the November meeting; Donna seconded. Approved.

Meeting Format—Greta Alquist
The Executive Committee has decided to urge members to hold their questions until the end of a presentation, and to ask the Chair to inquire what the presenter wants from the PAC.

Complete Streets—Nathan Koster, Public Works
Nathan came seeking advice and suggestions on the proposed Complete Streets policy. The Stakeholder Advisory Group, which is drafting the document, has about 25 members from various interested parties (including the PAC). 

The Group's goals include: rebalancing the modes of transportation, considering green infrastructure, reconciling jurisdictional applications, establishing a modal hierarchy and including multimodal metrics. In the new draft, private cars form one mode, transit, bikes and pedestrians form another. Also, a Complete Streets checklist for developers to follow is being drawn up.

An addendum will potentially include the following: winter maintenance evaluation, curbside use, multimodal operations and updating the pedestrian and bicycle master plans.

The Group will gather more comment, and present their final draft to the Council's Transportation Committee in early 2016.

Discussion followed:

Greta: how will the bimodal format affect freight traffic?

NK: by recognizing the freight-hauling nature of some routes.

Gina: how will the modes be reconciled?

NK: Access Mpls will be applied to ascertain appropriate use.

Julie: why was walking knocked down from #1 mode?

Alex: “context” worries me. The “context” usually trumps putting pedestrian needs first.

Scott: parking should be identified specifically in the priority list. The draft doesn't address intersections, too, where pedestrians meet their direst peril.

Dan: the vehicle vs. pedestrian dichotomy is important. Pedestrians should be accommodated; freight traffic need not be. A green approach also calls for looking at destinations, and taking into consideration the property adjacent to the street.

Julie: I see no urgency herein for moving away from dependency on fossil fuels. How about weighing harm caused/harm sustained in evaluating modal priorities?

The PAC was unimpressed with the draft.

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee—Scott Engel
We submit 2 resolutions. First one concerns the medians removed from 26th & 28th Streets. Scott moved, and Julie seconded, the following resolution:
Background

The City of Minneapolis installed 5 pedestrian refuge medians as part of a resurfacing and bikeway project on E. 26th & 28th Streets last summer. However, Public Works determined that there were safety and maintenance issues and they were removed.

Recommendation of the PAC:

The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) does not support the proposed design for replacement pedestrian refuge medians on E.  26th & 28th Streets, as presented to the PAC on November 19, 2015. This design brings the bike facility onto the median, which will lead to conflicts between pedestrians and bicyclists.

Rather, the PAC recommends implementing the previous median design engineered with an appropriate turning radius and other safety/maintenance improvements. Additionally, we recommend the following at all median locations:

moving the pedestrian ramp and crosswalk towards the intersection for better pedestrian visibility

installing “No Turn on Red” signs

implementing Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) signal timing.
Approved.
We understand the medians will be replaced next spring.

The second resolution, which Scott moved, and Julie seconded, addresses the rebuilding of Vineland Place.
Background

2016 Reconstruction of Vineland Place between Lyndale Ave. S. and Kenwood Pkwy. The proposal includes:

--replacement of the sidewalk on the north side of the street with a 12' wide multi-use bike/ped trail

--removal of the center boulevards and medians

--reduction of total number of travel lanes from four to two (three lanes will remain east of the mid-block crossing between Walker and the Sculpture 
Garden)

--addition of a planted boulevard

Recommendation of the PAC:

The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) does not support the proposed design for the Vineland Place reconstruction as presented to the PAC on November 19, 2015. Despite the removal of two travel lanes and a parking lane, the design does not accommodate a dedicated pedestrian facility on the north side of the street; rather, the existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced with a multi-use bike/ped trail. The PAC does not consider multi-use bike/ped trails an acceptable alternative in any location where a dedicated sidewalk currently exists.

The PAC strongly recommends revising the design to retain a separate sidewalk on the north side of the street and to re-characterize the multi-use trail as a dedicated bicycle trail.

Additionally, the PAC recommends that the transition from the on-street bike lanes to the off-street trail occur west of the mid-block crossing connecting the Walker with the Sculpture Garden. This would minimize conflict between cyclists and pedestrians at the landing atop the steps to the Sculpture Garden.
Approved.

The curb on Vineland will be set first, and time to design the walk & bike paths has been extended. 

MTB: does PAC want the current sidewalk, or any separate, designated sidewalk?

MD: shared use (bike/ped trails) is still a design practice. Does PAC want to recommend eliminating shared use designs?

Donna: the blind cannot negotiate these, or discern whether shared use exists.

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Alex Cecchini & Shaina Brassard
We discussed the Winter Maintenance Tool, which will be used this winter to gather data on sidewalk conditions at specific places in Mpls. Nick Ray Olson & Forrest Hardy developed the Tool, and asked the committee for a critique. The Tool is now finished, and all we need are volunteers to use it, esp. PAC members.

We also talked about whether to urge the City to apply for platinum status when sending in our WalkFriendly Application. We decided that the City needs to show more progress before applying for an upgrade in status. Especially as the Dec. 15 deadline is too soon for a solid application effort.

Alex moved that the PAC recommends the City of Minneapolis re-apply for WalkFriendly gold status, not platinum, this year. Donna seconded. Approved.

CIP Discussion—Matthew Dyrdahl
Many thanks to all who worked on this. Matthew handed out a sheet of recommendations for the 2017-2021 CIP list, and discussion followed.

MD: long term, PAC seems to want to fix complex intersections and sidewalk gaps by means of net debt bonds and CLIC. 

Gina: do these ideas need cost estimates for credibility, and have we time to develop estimates?

MD: we might challenge Public Works next year to train us to complete adequate funding projections for our proposals.

Sarah: how does Complete Streets affect the CIP, across the board?

Through discussion, the following projects emerged as PAC's priorities:

Complex Intersections: Hiawatha at 26th & 32nd Streets

Sidewalk Improvements: Osseo Road, 26th & 28th Streets

MTB: I asked Kelley Yemen about whether to call Hennepin County to task about the sidewalks along their roads, and she allowed that would be a good idea. The County has their own plan, priorities and ideas about fixing those gaps.

Phil: my notes say we must provide justification for these projects (presumably financial).

Donna moved that PAC urge the city's Public Works Dept. to include the following projects in the CIP list for the 2016 CLIC season: fixing the intersections of Hiawatha at 26th & 32nd Streets, and filling the gaps in the sidewalk along Osseo Road (from 44th to 47th Ave.) and along 26th & 28th Streets (from 35W to Hennepin Ave.); Shaina seconded. Approved.

Announcements

The Walkable City workshop takes place on Friday.

Sarah: can the PAC support the Mpls High Rise Residents' Council study?

Shaina: a resolution of support would be very appropriate.

Don: we should also stand with these natural allies before the City Council, too.

MD: we need to engage with that group often.

Donna moved to adjourn; Neal seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 6:02 PM.

