


Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting





Wednesday, November 4, 2015
Present: Philip Ailiff, Greta Alquist, Neal Baxter, Shaina Brassard, Alex Cecchini, Julie Curran, Donna Hemp,  Bob Loken, Don Ostrom; Matthew Dyrdahl, Heidi Schallberg, Joe Bernard, Mike Mechtenberg, Julie Danzl, Kelley Yemen, Ben Somogyi

Welcome and Approval of Meeting Minutes
Chairman Alquist called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM, and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Phil moved to approve the minutes for the October meeting; Shaina seconded. Approved.

National Walking Summit—Jill Chamberlain
Jill works for Blue Cross/Blue Shield's Center for Prevention. Their mission is to promote physical activity, healthier food and less tobacco use. The Walk Summit was the 2nd such, organized by America Walks. The focus this year was, is walking a right, thanks in part to Dr. Bob Ballard, whose speech to those attending emphasized this idea. Walking, Ballard said, involves health, safety, diet, social justice, the environment, and more. Jill proposed hosting the next walking summit in Minneapolis, in 2017.

Discussion included the following:

Greta: What can PAC do to help?

Jill: Explain how the whole state would benefit from this event.

Matthew: The summit would help PAC promote walking, too.

Don: What does the summit accomplish, besides getting professionals together?

Jill: Many non-professionals came, too, and shared how they've broken barriers to walking in their communities. Sharing expertise was an important part of the summit.

CIP Discussion—Steve Hay, Public Works
The season for introducing proposals into the CIP list has come. Steve explained which of PAC's 2014 proposals made the CIP list, and which Public Works projects on the list included pedestrian work. He suggested PAC make specific proposals for projects, not problems to solve. Also, PAC's wish list should be on Steve's desk by Thanksgiving, and prioritizing is appreciated.

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee—Bob Loken
The committee proposes 2 resolutions. First, the 7th Street project. The committee was fairly pleased with the plan. The curve in the street along the Target Center is designed to slow traffic, and is tight.

Matthew: Biking through this intersection will pose a challenge, and the curve also makes odd crossings for pedestrians. This block continues to be a gap in the protected bikeway network.

Donna moved to approve the resolution; Bob seconded. 

Background: 
The City of Minneapolis is planning to reconstruct 7th Street N. Between 1st and 2nd Avenues N. In coordination with the Target Center renovation. 
Recommendation of the PAC:
The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) is pleased to support the proposed reconstruction of 7th Street N., as presented to the PAC on October 22, 2015. This plan reduces traffic lane widths and pedestrian crossing distances, creates 16’ of sidewalk space adjacent to Target Center, separates loading zone functions, and adds a significant curve that will reduce traffic speeds. The PAC recommends additional landscaping/ street trees and coordinate with Metro Transit about the future location of the existing bus stop.

PAC also supports further exploration of the area to address conflicts on the sidewalk between bikes and pedestrians. Approved.

Third Avenue South through downtown will undergo a face lift from 16th St. to 1st Street. South of 7th St., 2 lanes of traffic will turn into a bikeway; north of 7th, the lanes will remain but medians will be removed and boulevards along the sidewalk will replace them. Work will commence in 2016. 

Joe: this plan looks less safe for the pedestrians than the status quo.

Shaina moved the resolution, as amended; Bob seconded.
Resolution 

By the Pedestrian Advisory Committee

November 4, 2015

Supporting the Preliminary Concept for the 3rd Avenue Redesign

Whereas, the mission of the Pedestrian Advisory Committee is to advise the Mayor and City Council on policies, programs, and actions for improving pedestrian safety, mobility, accessibility, and comfort; and

Whereas, the committee is tasked to promote walking for transportation, recreation, and health purposes and to strengthen the linkage between the pedestrian environment and public transportation; and

Whereas, the preliminary concept for the 3rd Avenue Redesign will reduce the number and width of traffic lanes, adds protected / buffered bikeways, and increases the amount of greenspace along the corridor; and

Whereas, the redesign will highlight the City of Minneapolis’ commitment to creating a walkable, bikable, equitable, and accessible city; and

Whereas, with only a 4’ clearing, the existing sidewalk along City Hall does not meet the City’s Sidewalk Design Guidelines; and

Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Pedestrian Advisory Committee strongly supports the preliminary concept for the 3rd Avenue Redesign.

Be It Further Resolved, that the Pedestrian Advisory Committee strongly supports the Option 1 Plan for the block along City Hall (A1 & A2: Remove Police Parking Bay), which includes curb protected landscaping and 8.5’ of cleared pedestrian access be the preferred plan presented to the City Council.

Be It Further Resolved, that the Pedestrian Advisory Committee recommends incorporating the following amendments to the redesign:

· The addition of zebra-style, durable crosswalks at all intersections.

· The installation of Audio Pedestrian Signals (APS) at 5th Street due to the lack of auto traffic at the Government Plaza LRT Station.

· Curb cuts for vehicles shall be consolidated wherever possible and existing and future curb cuts shall meet ADA requirements.

· The inclusion of bicycle parking wherever possible along 3rd Avenue to eliminate the use of street poles for bicycle parking, thereby keeping the pedestrian access route clear.

Approved, as amended.

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Shaina Brassard

We discussed the WalkFriendly application, which is due Dec. 15. A Walkable Community workshop will take place on Dec. 4. Several PAC members, City staffers, and Public Works folks will attend. This event will afford an opportunity to impress City staff with the growing trend toward walking. 

Committee also discussed the Mayor's pedestrian budget recommendations. Which brings up Dan's resolution.
Mayor’s Recommended 2016 Budget
Background: 
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) reviewed the Mayor’s Recommended 2016 Budget for the City of Minneapolis (dated August 12, 2015).
Recommendation of the PAC:
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) supports the Mayor’s inclusion of the following items in the City’s 2015 budget: 

City Coordinator Administration: $20,000 for Bike-Pedestrian education (one-time general fund resources) (Sections B18 & F38).

Public Works Transportation Planning and Programming: $46,500 to fund memberships and support bike and walk week (ongoing general fund appropriation) (Sections B22 & F236).

Public Works Transportation Maintenance and Repair: $298,176 for bikeway summer and winter maintenance (ongoing general fund appropriation) (Sections B22 & F226).
The various Capital Improvement Program (CIP) projects that support more and better pedestrian infrastructure.  
Donna moved to approve the resolution; Julia seconded. Approved.

The committee will send out suggested revisions to the proposed Complete Streets policy soon.
Strategic Planning Series—Matthew Dyrdahl
This is our last strategy session. Programs & Policies will review the outcome, and the full PAC will vote on the result next month. Discussion brought forth the following ideas for improving the walking environment and encouraging walking:   

How about rewards for schoolchildren who walk to school?   

Workshops for the public, 

Educating City staff & police about pedestrian needs and issues,   

Educating home owners about shoveling   

Setting a level of service for peds in the City  

Mandating school zones and walk zones that must have specific improvements.

Agency Updates
Mike: starting Nov. 7, detours due to Nicollet Mall work will be concentrated on Hennepin Avenue

Ben: the 2016 City budget will improve if pedestrians comment on it at City Council meetings. Mention specific programs, too. Public comments will be heard on Nov. 18, Dec. 4 and Dec. 9, in the Council chambers.

Shaina: a young child was killed in traffic on Saturday. How shall PAC respond?

PAC: contact the family and write a letter to the editor of the StarTribune.

MD: the letter should address both blaming the victim and driving speeds, and propose changes, not descend to jeremiad.

Neal moved to adjourn; Donna seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 6:05 PM.

