


Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting





Wednesday, February 4, 2015
Present: Philip Ailiff, Emily Antin, Neal Baxter, Trevor Born, Shaina Brassard, Scott Engel, Donna Hemp, Dan Herber,  Michael Jischke, Jason Lord, Don Ostrom, Joe Pallansch, Julia Tabbut; Mackenzie Turner, Sarah Stewart, Kelley Yemen, Julie Danzl

Vice Chair Julia Tabbut called the meeting to order at 4:04 PM, and asked all present to introduce themselves.

Approval of Meeting Minutes
Don moved to approve; Joe P. seconded. Approved.

Announcements
Mackenzie: Heidi Schallberg couldn't attend today's meeting, but she's our new Metropolitan Council representative. She is involved in St. Paul Walks, and will be an excellent addition to the PAC.

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee—Michael Jischke
Two topics took up most of our last meeting, the Washington Avenue South project and 6th Avenue North. 

Washington Avenue project is in final design phase. The proposal uses different pavers to distinguish the pedestrian, bike, and other zones. Scott asked about non-rush hour, which Jennifer Lowry said couldn't be added at this late date. 

Michael read the following resolution:

Background: 
Now in the midst of the final design phase, Hennepin County returned to the PAC to seek input on a number of streetscape design details which have relevance for the pedestrian experience. (Project Website - http://www.hennepin.us/residents/transportation/washington-ave-mpls) 

Recommendation of the PAC: 

* If constructed of pavers, the furnishing zone should be detailed to prevent vertical and horizontal displacement where the edges about the walking zone or protected bikeway. 

* Trees in decorative metal tree grates should have a protective barrier around the trunk that would prevent tripping in the open center hole. 

* Open planting beds with trees or other plantings should include a raised curb or edge to prevent migration of loose landscape materials onto the pavement. 

* Pedestrian ramps at intersection corners should be aligned with the path of travel from the approaching walks as much as possible. 

* Use durable “continental” style crosswalk markings rather than the single lines currently planned. 

* Study the potential to implement parallel parking in off-peak traffic periods. 
Neal seconded the resolution. Approved.

The 6th Avenue North project poses unusual problems. Accommodating the needs of active industrial sites, providing a sidewalk that accords with the ADA, and preserving the district's historic features, the design will be built in 2016. 

Michael read the resolution that follows:

Background: 
The City will be reconstructing 6th Ave. between Washington Ave. and 5th St. in 2016. This street primarily served adjacent industrial properties in the past, but is now a primary pedestrian connection between the North Loop Neighborhood and Target Field Station. Most of the project, except the south end, is within the boundaries of the Historic Streets Plan, which identifies specific requirements for preservation of historic features including loading docks, brick pavers, and straight curbs. (Project Website - http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cip/all/WCMS1P-130827) 

Recommendation of the PAC: 

* Minimize street width and maximize sidewalk widths maintaining minimum 6’ wide clear walks. 

* Maximize opportunities for parallel parking which provides a buffer for the sidewalks. 

* Minimize driveway widths and make sidewalks continuous across driveways and past loading areas. 

* Provide continuous pedestrian height street lighting (15’ tall +/-) including the area beneath the I-94 access viaduct. 

* Provide visibly contrasting pedestrian crosswalks on the salvaged brick street pavement. 

* Include curb extensions at the 5th St. intersection to minimize pedestrian crossing distance since that area is outside the historic area. 
Scott seconded the resolution. Approved.

Monthly Agency Feature—Sarah Stewart, Minneapolis Health Department
Sarah works in the department's Healthy Living Initiative. The Department's mission is to improve & promote health, with special focus on health equity. The department is small (100 employees), and has the following divisions: Administration & Assistance, which deals with emergencies; Adolescent Health; Environmental Health, focused on eliminating lead, radon, mold and other poisons; Policy & Community Programs, Sarah's division; and Research & Evaluation. 

Healthy Living works with community partners to promote health where people live, work and play. Much of the department's energy is devoted to raising the health of residents of the North Side. Healthy Living also partners with Public Works and the Minneapolis Public School system. The Initiative receives most of its funding from the State fisc.

Currently, Healthy Living is working on the North Mpls Greenway and funding the Hope Community's work along Franklin Avenue. 

The staff is also working with the 5000 aged & disabled public housing residents, on how to eliminate barriers to walking, promote community gardening, and what-not. Ten buildings were chosen to hold listening sessions and “walking audits”, listing concerns and challenges. Staff learned that poor snow clearance was the first priority of the residents, followed by cracked sidewalks, inadequate crossing times at intersections, plus safety from cars and general crime. Staff learned, too, that the corner of Glenwood & Dupont, where there is a facility that many would like to visit, is intimidating due to traffic. 

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Scott Engel
Ben Shardlow of the Downtown Council came to our last meeting. We talked about Tactical Urbanism, e.g., how to promote the City, and make downtown delightful. 

We've seen much interest in a walking event, but no one has stepped up to organize one. The Bike Coalition is raising money for their spring Bike Week, so the committee discussed having a Walk Week, perhaps involving the schools. The Health Department may have funding for this idea.

Donna: how about Blue Cross?

Julie: they help with Safe Routes.

Shaina: we should be clear about what we want to achieve, and have a mission statement. 

Scott: we'll identify a goal at our next meeting.

Julie: By the way, today was Winter Gap Day, to honor those who walk all winter. Twenty-three schools registered, and a news photographer took pictures of the occasion at Whittier. 

Scott: The pedestrian Facebook page (Pedestrian Alliance) has 98 members already. 

Trevor: the page looks good, and it's a good tool.

Scott: Forrest Hardy will talk about Safe Routes to School at the next meeting.
Activity & Administrative Updates—Mackenzie Turner Bargen
--T & PW, Project Advisory & Contact Info—Mackenzie

The PAC Annual Report will be presented to the City Council's Transportation Committee on March 3. The Committee opens its proceedings at 9:30 AM. Anyone who cares to attend is welcome. 

The Park Board wants a member of the PAC for each of two projects, both on the west side of town.

Per state statute, Mackenzie asked each member in turn for preferred contact information (e-mail or phone) to be listed on the website.

--Subcommittee Participation—Julia Tabbut

Julia reminded all voting PAC members that they are encouraged to attend at least one PAC subcommittee meeting, if not monthly, then regularly, since that's where much of PAC's work takes place. Only 2 attended the last I & E meeting; if you can't make the meeting, let the sub-committee chairman know.

--Downtown Public Realm Framework meeting—Bob Loken

As Bob was not present to make his report, Sarah Stewart shared that the meeting broke into small groups and discussed the downtown realm from different perspectives (visitor, worker,  resident) and pinpointed what is missing there (like parks). They looked at opportunities, gaps and needs.

--Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinator

Both Scott and Mackenzie say there's no news, although the job description went out almost a year ago. 
Adjourned at 5:38 PM.
