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2 | October 29, 2012 | PAC #02 – Meeting Notes  

Charles Carlson  from Metro Transit presented  the peer  review  for enhanced bus  systems conducted as 
part of  the 2012 Arterial Transitway Corridors Study.   Peer systems  included  in  the  review were Kansas 
City, Cleveland, New York City, Los Angeles, Oakland and Las Vegas. Charles reviewed various aspects of 
rapid  bus  (service  characteristics,  runningway,  vehicles,  stations  and  amenities/technologies  and  fare 
collection) and an overview of how each system has performed relative to cost, ridership and travel time 
savings.    

Anna Flintoft presented a peer review of modern streetcar capital funding sources conducted in Fall 2012.  
Peer  systems  included  Portland,  Seattle,  Tucson,  Atlanta,  Salt  Lake  City,  Cincinnati,  Ft.  Lauderdale, 
Charlotte, St. Louis, and Dallas.  The length, capital cost and funding sources varied widely across projects.  
Funding  sources  included  federal  funds,  such as TIGER, Small Starts, and Urban Circulator grants;  state 
funds; regional  funds; City  funds such as TIF revenues, parking revenues, and revenues  from the sale of 
public property; City funds associated with local improvement districts or property assessments; and other 
funds.   Committee discussion  included questions  about Minnesota  TIF  laws  and  the  TIFIA  federal  loan 
program.  The Mayor expressed interest in discussing streetcar funding sources applicable to this corridor 
at the next committee meeting.  Jim Kordiak mentioned the need to be cautious of ridership projections, 
given the experience with Northstar Commuter Rail. 

IV.  Next Phase – Initial Screening of Alternatives 

Anna  Flintoft  briefly  reviewed  the  upcoming  process  for  the  initial  screening  of mode  and  alignment 
options.  

V.  Next Meeting 

  The next meeting will be scheduled for January 2013. 

VI.  Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 12 PM. 
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Why Do We Need Transit Improvements?
The Nicollet-Central corridor is one of the busiest transit 

the Corridor:

The goals of the Project are to:

 

Corridor Facts

Jobs

Nicollet Mall and Downtown: Nicollet Mall is the 

: 
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Monorail

Commuter rail
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Modern Streetcar

shows a concept for enhanced bus and modern streetcar 

: The enhanced bus and 
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Kansas City

Portland

Cleveland
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How Do Enhanced Bus and Modern Streetcar 

Infrastructure

Modern streetcar runs on tracks in the street

three-acre site can accommodate 10 to 15 streetcar 

Modern streetcar costs more to build and operate than 

Portland
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Lanes/Tracks
Modern Streetcar

Train Length
Modern Streetcar

Distance between Stops
Modern Streetcar

Length/Type of Trips Served
Modern Streetcar

Average Cost to Build (per mile)
Modern Streetcar

: $80 to $125 million

Modern Streetcar

Modern Streetcar

Saint Paul Light Rail

Portland Modern Streetcar
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Next Steps

Cost to build
Number of people who would ride it

Cost to operate and maintain 

to the Corridor
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