
Welcome to the 2012 Riverside Reconstruction!   

Work is starting up this year’s construction season soon. We are excited to be able to 
complete the Riverside Ave Reconstruction Project and provide you with a revitalized 
transportation corridor! The 2012 construction season will finish the work from Phase 1 
(Franklin Ave to 23rd Ave South) started in 2011. Phase 2 consists of 23rd Ave S to Cedar 
Ave and is anticipated to be substantially completed this year. 

The construction will include removal of curb and gutter, street pavement, reconstruction of 
catch basins, replacing segments of storm sewer, replacing the street pavement with a mix 
of bituminous and concrete surfaces, replacing driveways, installing curb extensions at 
select intersections, and reconstruction of sidewalks and boulevards. 

The construction areas for 2012 will be closed to through traffic. Local access to properties 
will be maintained through side streets, alternative accesses, and temporary travel lanes 
through the construction zone. A graphic of the general traffic detour route is located on this 
web site. While traveling to and from your home or business, please be watchful for 
construction materials and equipment in the street. Please also watch for construction 
workers while traveling in the area so that they may return safely home at the end of the 
day. 

Project Notes:  Our equipment is large and heavy and can be extremely dangerous if 
one is not alert around it. We urge you to stay at a safe distance at all times. Please, above 
all, impress upon your children not to go beyond the sidewalk at any time and to stay away 
from material piles and equipment parked on or near the job site. Please observe all posted 
detour routes and warning signs and arrange to park on side streets or on another block 
when work is under way in your immediate area. 

Vandalism continues to plague our projects. It not only delays the project but adds to the 
construction costs. Your cooperation in reporting and preventing such acts is critical and 
directly benefits you. 

To save yourself time and money, if you have experienced any problems with your sewer 
and/or water connection it is recommended that you contact a licensed plumber as soon as 
possible to correct the problem before the streets are paved. One problem frequently 
encountered in connection with street paving is the condition and age of the private water 
and sewer services from the house or business to the City main in the street. Occasionally, 
because of the age and condition of these services, they may require repair or replacement 
within a relatively short period of time after the new paving is completed. So if you are 
planning to upgrade your water or sewer service, please call Chris Engelmann at 673-3274 
to coordinate with the project’s schedule. 

We may have to replace your driveway. If we do, we will notify you in advance and ask you 
to park at another location for seven days to allow the concrete to properly cure. 

We will construct new curb and gutter by properties on the corridor. To do so, we will 
excavate a portion of the City boulevard directly behind the curb. The City boulevard is the 
area between the sidewalk and concrete curb). We will place new topsoil and sod where it 
was disturbed. The tree and sod planting will likely occur next year. Any private lawn 
sprinkler systems, decorative carriage walks, special flowers, bushes or other decorative 
lawn items in the boulevard are the responsibility of the property owner to protect. 



Stages:  The work will be done in three stages. Stage 1 will include public and private 
utility work. Stage 2 and Stage 3 will include the road reconstruction. 

Access to properties from Riverside Ave during construction will be through the construction 
zone. Please be aware and expect daily changes to the access route, the presence of 
construction vehicles and works, and temporary and longer closures (for example, during 
driveway apron replacements). For everyone’S safety, please expect construction vehicles 
and workers along the entire length of the project. 

Stage 1:  Xcel Energy’s upgrade to their underground facilities is currently underway. 
Centerpoint will also upgrade their facilities at the intersection of 19th Ave S and Riverside 
Ave. Minneapolis Water Treatment and Distribution Services Division (Minneapolis Water) 
will be cleaning and lining the existing water main along Riverside Ave. Minneapolis Water 
will be contacting directly impacted properties regarding timing of the water work, 
temporary connections, and outages as necessary. 

The intersection of 8th St S and Riverside Ave will also be experiencing some work. 
Construction of the stormwater infiltration technologies will proceed in this stage, along with 
sidewalk and boulevard construction from the 2011 phase of the street reconstruction. This 
will not require total street closures, but will have impacts to traffic and access. 

During this stage, the intersection of 19th Ave S and Riverside Ave will be closed and a 
detour will be signed.  

*4/06/12:  Due to unforeseen issues with the Xcel and water main utility work.These difficulties 
would increase the project duration by a minimum of 5 weeks. To expedite this delay, a 
modification to the Stage 1 detour has been implemented and consists of closing, one at a 
time, the north sides of the intersection, at 22nd Ave, 23rd Ave (north leg) and 21st Ave. 
East/West travel along Riverside Ave will be maintained. 

Stage 2:  This stage will consist of Riverside Ave road reconstruction from Cedar Ave 
through the 22nd Ave S intersection. There will not be through traffic along Riverside Ave; 
however, access to properties will be maintained via routes through the construction or 
alternative entrances. 20th Ave S will have one lane of traffic each way crossing Riverside 
Ave. All other intersections will be closed. In general, the traffic detour will follow Cedar Ave 
to Franklin Ave to 25th/26th Ave S. 

Stage 3:  This stage will consist of Riverside Ave road reconstruction from the 22nd Ave S 
to 23rd Ave S (south leg). There will not be through traffic along this segment of Riverside 
Ave; however, access to properties will be maintained via routes through the construction or 
alternative entrances. In general, the traffic detour will follow 20th Ave S to Franklin Ave to 
25th/26th Ave S. 

Stage 3 will be the last of large scale road closures for the project. Construction work will 
continue after the road has been reopened; Please expect continuing short term lane 
closures and construction zones. 

Timing:  We expect to be substantially complete with the project by this November. All 
timing is subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances, including but not limited to 
weather. A periodic update on the schedule and work will be posted to the project web site 
and issued through a project update email. 



Stage 1 is ongoing through May 7th (modified 4/6/12). Stage 2 will be approximately 4 
months starting in May. Stage 3 will be approximately 2 months starting after the 
completion of Stage 2 (approximately September). Additional cleanup, finalization of street 
lights and behind the curb work, and planting will continue after the road has been 
reopened. Trees will likely be planted for the full corridor (phase 1 and phase 2 extents) in 
the spring of 2013. 

Communication:  We will restart the project update email list serve with the start of the 
project. If you would like to receive a weekly email of this update and haven’t already done 
so, please send Chris.Engelmann@minneapolismn.gov an email with Riverside Email Update 
in the subject line.  
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