Minutes

Minneapolis Advisory Committee on People with Disabilities

March 19, 2014
Ken Rogers called the meeting to order at 4:35pm. Members, staff and guests introduced themselves.  Committee had quorum with 8 of its 13 members present. 
Members Present: Donna Hemp, Ken Rodgers, Omar Magana, Heather Leide, Lisa Larges, Dorothy Balen, Terri Krake and Jeff Mihelich.
Members Absent: 
Members Excused: Joan Wilshire, Harvey Hoffman, and Amanda Tempel,
Member Candidate Present: 

Guests: CM Jacob Frey; Mei-Ling Anderson, CPED; Linda Roberts, CPED; CM Glidden; David Frank, CPED; Greg Goeke, Finance and Property Services; Andy Streasick Metropolitan Council, Metro Mobility; and James Corner Field Operations (JCFO)
Staff Present: Claudia Diggs, NCR and Michelle Kellogg, MPRB
Staff Absent: Lance Knuckles, NCR

Announcements:  

Approval of February 19, 2014 Agenda
Terri moved to accept the February agenda, Seconded by Jeff. Motion carried.
Approval of January 15, 2014 Minutes
Omar moved to accept the January 15th minutes, seconded by Terri. Motion carried.
Approval of March 19, 2014 Agenda

Heather Leide moved to accept the March 19th agenda, seconded by Terri. Motion carried.
Council Update:
Ken introduced CM Frey and extended an invitation for the City Council to ask the committee for advice on ADA concerns when the City has projects that they are working on.
CM Frey showed appreciation to the committee and encouraged members to reach out to the City If there is ever a concern. 

CM Frey highlighted a Hearing Ordinance that would provide free ear plugs because hearing loss is up.  The City will partner with Miracle Ear, Locally Grown, Globally Known and 3M. Also, would like to use the committee as a resource for this. 

CM Frey also explained the new ward layout.

· Heather made mention of issues with the Stone Arch Bridge Festival
· Dorothy made mention of access to events on the river with booths up on curbs

· Ken brought up parades in regard to seating, ASL, interpreters, etc.

· Ken mentioned that the Festival permit now includes a requirement for an “ACCESSIBILITY PLAN” to address these issues. Requestors pay a refundable fee and if accessibility is met they get deposit refunded.

CM Glidden, Linda Roberts, and Mei-Lind Anderson were present to talk about the proposed ordinance for sidewalk sales.

Linda with the Business Licenses & Consumer Services Division, states that her division will be taking over the enforcement of sidewalk sales and has inspectors on staff at night and on weekends.  Linda assured the group that if calls came into 311 about issues they would be addressed.

Mei-Ling reports that in the Planning Division, efforts are being made to increase the unobstructed distance around buildings from four feet to five feet and that these sidewalk sales will not be allowed in residential districts

· Donna mentioned signs that do not touch the ground can create problems because canes go under them causing the user to walk into the sign
· Heather directed our guest to ADA Guidelines to Design which can be found on line.  Also, extended the invitation to contact her about other compliance issues.

· Ken made 2 points

· Mentioned store doors – passages should remain accessible.

· Issues with 311…that calls are routed to a department and ADA concerns are not being tracked properly.  ADA issues need to be accurate.

Mei-Ling should be contacted with questions or advice at 612-673-5342 or Mei-Ling.Anderson@minneapolismn.gov .  Also, there will be a Public Hearing to view the draft ordinance for sidewalk sales at 4:30 on April 7th at City Hall Room 317.
Greg Goeke with the Finance and Property Services Department states that funding was approved and the RFP written to proceed with an audit of some City buildings for ADA compliance.  A knowledgeable consulting group will be hired.  This type of audit has not been done since 1995; however some of the work that was addressed in the report was not completed at that time.  Things not being audited include water works and buildings that house piping , pumps, etc.  Greg encourages the committee to contact him if people that do this type of work are known.  Greg’s contact information is 612-673-2706 or Greg.Goeke@minneapolismn.gov
· Terry raised concern about city parking ramps that are not staffed to make tickets available

· Greg’s response was that ramps and lots will be a part of the plan

· March 24th is the deadline for proposals

· April 3rd there will be a proposal meeting in room 132 of City Hall starting at 9:30 for questions.
· Ken thanked Greg for his work in proceeding with the audits

David Frank with CPED presented updates on the Nicollet Mall redesign which is a partnership between the Downtown Council and the City of Minneapolis. They are both working on the design and the political front.  The project is in the concept design phase meaning they are working on the design and cost.  The cost is anticipated to be around $50 million for this project. Hopefully most of the funding will come from bonding and the other to come from property assessments. They are hoping to start the project in early 2015 and be done in mid-2016. James Corner Field Operations is a leading-edge urban design and landscape architecture practice based in New York City and has been chosen for this project.
· The Committee had major concerns about the described “island” to be created on Nicolette between 7th and 9th – with the biggest concern being the giant stairways opening the skyways to access the island directly – with no plans for accessibility. Committee recommends ADA ramp/slope switchbacks to gain access to various levels of stairs and sitting areas and insisted that ALL AREAS of the terracing MUST BE ACCESSIBLE. 

· Also, the possibility of the resin aggregate not being wheelchair friendly, and the concrete pavers lifting during the winter months creating obstacles for many. 

MPRB Update: 
Michelle Kellogg spoke about the Stone Arch Festival and the possibility of having the planners attend the April meeting.  She made two points

1. The Park Board is working on a RFP for a park assessment to become ADA compliant and creation of a Parks Transition Plan of which the committee is encouraged to submit its input.

2. The Lake Nokomis Master Plan Project is starting soon and Adam Swierczek seeks your input
Elections:
Voting done by show of hands
Chair Nominations

Donna nominated Ken, seconded by Terri, 6 yes, 0 no


Motioned carried

Vice Chair Nominations

Donna nominated Omar, seconded by Heather of which he declined.

Dorothy nominated Amanda (at which time she was contacted via telephone), seconded by Omar 6 yes, 0 no

Motion carried


Communications Coordinator



Terri nominated Heather, seconded by Dorothy, 6 yes, 0 no



Motion carried

Treasurer 




Dorothy nominated Omar, seconded by Jeff, 6 yes, 0 no



Motion carried


Member at Large



Heather nominated Terri, seconded by Omar 6 yes, 0 no



Motion carried

Andy Stresick of Metro Mobility has been invited by Ken to attend the committee meetings.  Andy also brought an update from Metro Mobility…will now be using automated vehicle locator, new phone system to be started late 2014.  This new system will have IVR, which is Integrated Voice Response.  It will contact clients the day before a scheduled appointment; will also notify people of ETA within ten minutes of arrival of rides.  There was also an update on new equipment with two tie downs instead of three…they have had some complaints about this so they will be testing new equipment with Air Ride suspension.
Meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m.

Respectively submitted by Claudia Diggs
Next meeting:  April 16, 2014…. Please RSVP by April 11th
Action Items from 3/19/14:

· Lance to report back on the Language Block
On-going Action List: 

· Access committee to take up DID skyway policy issue. 

· NCR staff to update the Executive Committee on current openings and status of membership. 

· Lance will work with subcommittee to finalize grievance policy and forms. 

· Invite Soo Line Apartment buildings to the Access committee meeting. Move access committee meeting to December 8th. 

· Michelle will connect with planning staff for an Accessible Park Tour in the spring.

· Access Committee will invite Park staff to a meeting to review plans. 

· Bill will send responses to Ken’s questions to Cheyenne and Lance. 

· Bill will share the proposed priority list for 2014, rationale for priority selection, and criteria, plus how the MNDOT standard is being met for best practice (design choice).

· Access committee to form a taskforce to review APS, pedestrian ramps, with Bill Fellows etc. also includes the pedestrian advisory committee. 

· Find if there has been an ADA audit done in the past.

· Toby will share his PowerPoint training materials with the committee.

· Toby will be looking for signage for the ramp to the Crown Roller Mill.

· Follow up with 4th Street Station development regarding recommendations from the Access Committee. 
· Taxi-Cab Task Force will follow up with updates regarding placement of braille cards in Taxi Cabs. 
· Invite Greg Goeke back to August MACOPD meeting. 

· Access Committee will meet with 2013 Art-A-Whirl staff.  (OMAR)

· Minneapolis Parking Ramps – Send a letter to all Council Members and Public Works staff. (KEN R.) 

· Ken will also contact Margo to get information on Parking Ramps. 

· 311 Mobile App – C-click fix will work with Ken to get input regarding voice over capabilities. (KEN R.)

· 311 work group: Terri Krake, Amanda Tempel, Omar Magana and Ahmed Muhumud. Amanda will be the team lead.  (Cheyenne will send Don Email addresses). Amanda will report on groups work at next meeting. 

· 311 would like to receive feedback from MACOPD on what calls might be ADA related. 

· 311 to send ADA related scripts to MACOPD.

· Create an FAQ sheet for 311 CSA’s to easily identify ADA issues. 

· Create a communication plan with a timeline to notify public that ADA complaint forms are available. 

· Ken Rodgers will contact the Civil Rights director about the front lobby of the Civil Rights office. 

· Find out process to appoint someone as the ADA Title I coordinator and recommend person for City to appoint and send a letter to the City Council.
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