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Monday, June 16, 2014

Dear Neighborhood Leader,

The City of Minneapolis is continuing development of the Community Innovation Fund
and we are asking for your comments and suggestions on the draft guidelines for the
program. The Fund is intended to provide grants to neighborhood organizations to foster
innovative and locally-relevant approaches to City identified goals. Scheduled to begin in
early 2015, the program will make $300,000 available in grants to neighborhoods for a
two-year period.

The draft guidelines were developed by the Neighborhood and Community Engagement
Commission (NCEC) after a series of nine listening sessions with neighborhood
organizations held in early 2014. In those sessions a consistent recommendation was to
keep the program simple and as easy as possible to submit an application. To achieve
this, it is anticipated that potential applicants will be asked to submit a simple one to two
page description of projects as a preliminary application. This will lead to selection of a
group of final applicants who will be asked to submit a more detailed application.

The general schedule for the program is as follows:

June — August 2014: Neighborhood comment on draft guidelines
August 2014: NCEC finalizes guidelines

September 2014: City Council review of guidelines

October — December 2014: Application period

Early 2015: Grants Awarded

A key question the NCEC is seeking comment on is the maximum grant amount to be
allowed in the guidelines. At the listening session, the general preference was to keep
the grants smaller in order to allow more projects to be funded. To achieve this, the
guidelines call for a maximum of $30,000 per grant.

Please provide written comments on this and other aspects of the guidelines by Monday,
August 18, 2014. Comments or questions on the program may be directed to Howard
Blin at 612-673-3163 or howard.blin@minneapolismn.gov.

Sincerely,

David Rubedor, Director

Neighborhood and Community Relations Department
105 5™ Avenue South, Room 425

Minneapolis, MN 55401


mailto:howard.blin@minneapolismn.gov

Encl.
Draft Community Innovation Fund Guidelines

The City of Minneapolis invites and encourages participation by every resident to each program,
service and event within our city. Should you require an accommodation in order for you to fully
participate, or should you require this document in an alternative format, please let us know by
contacting 311 or 612-673-3000. TTY users may call 612-673-2157.




