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Voter’s Guide District 7
As part of the neighborhood election process to elect 4 neighborhood representatives on to the City’s Neighborhood and Community Engagement Commission (NCEC), applicants interested in serving were asked to respond to the following statements on their applications to be used in the Voter’s Guide:

· How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?

· How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

· Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

· How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?
· How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 
· Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently involved.

· Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations. 

Candidates for District 7: 

(To quickly navigate to a candidate’s information, hold Ctrl and left click on candidate’s name)



Neal Baxter

Todd Mellgren

Carol Pass
Nashad Muse 
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The City-wide meeting to elect four neighborhood Commissioners will be held on Saturday, June 25, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the American Indian OIC, 1845 Franklin Avenue: 
City-Wide Election for Districts 1, 3, 5 and 7

Saturday, June 25, 2011

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

American Indian OIC

1845 East Franklin Ave, Minneapolis, MN

All votes must be cast on June 25, 2011.  

On-street parking and a parking lot is available at the American Indian OIC. The building is ADA accessible. If any special accommodations are needed, please contact 612-673-2243.

If you have any questions about the elections for Districts 1, 3, 5 and 7 or the voters guide, please feel free to call Cheyenne Erickson at (612) 673-2052 or Carrie Day Aspinwall at (612) 673-2243. You can also find more information on our website at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/ncr/NCEC_election.asp 

	Neal Baxter
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1. How have your life/work/cultural  experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?

I have served on the board of the Bancroft Neighborhood Association since 2008. I served on Bancroft’s Finance Committee, where I learned to subtleties of the NRP funding streams. I’ve also canvassed the neighbors and organized meetings in support of the River-Lake Greenway, and the 17th Avenue Southern Bike Connection. As a delegate from Bancroft, I helped draw the NCEC District boundaries and set up the election procedures. In 2010 I interviewed residents of Philips neighborhood for the U.S. Census, particularly Somalis and Latino’s. 
2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

Yes, since 2008. 

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

As the board taking over many of the NRP’s functions, the NCEC is critically important for all the neighborhood associations. We need to take this opportunity to steer this board, which is still new, in directions which help the N.A.s carry out their responsibilities. Many who have been involved in the neighborhood work for decades seem to feel a deep nostalgia and loss for the NRP and for the old paradigm NRP represented. Circumstances have changed. Focusing on making the NCEC work for us and for our fellow citizens is absolutely essential for continuing the work we do in our neighborhoods. 
4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?

I will continue to serve on the Bancroft Board, and attend meetings of the boards of the other neighborhoods in District 7 on a regular basis. And, of course, my contact information will be available to all. 
5. How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 

This poses a challenge, as many of the under-represented are off the radar, as a you might say. We at Bancroft are working on bringing more diversity to our board and more diver opinions to our attention. I will work with my colleagues on NCEC to pursue those goals.  

Attending meetings, talking with neighbors of the street and keeping my ear to the ground will also engage me with a wide variety of groups. 
6. Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently involved.

Bancroft N.A. 
7. Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations.

Lunds grocery 
the food service union 
Capital Long-Range Improvement


Committee, Mpls 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Mpls 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

	Todd Mellgren
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1. How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?

I feel as if I have battled many of the obstacles that the members of the community have had to battle and are battling now. As far as my cultural experience’s: I so not see color of skin or religion, but rather content of character.

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

To tell you the truth I haven’t, but have been wondering how to get involved and then I came across this posting. I would like to make a difference in the live of people so that everyone can have the opportunities that I have had.  

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

I think I did already, but to say again; so that I can help make a difference in the lives of people that need the help most.

4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?

My wife attends church at Inner City Church of Minneapolis and I intend to go there more often and I will attend community meetings in my neighborhood. 

5. How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 

This is my primary reason for running and I will engage with them when I go to church, when I ride the bus, when I walk the streets, whenever there is an opportunity.

6. Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently     involved.

Inner City Church of Minneapolis.

7. Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations.

      I have none.

	Carol Pass
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1. How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?


I learned and shared with neighbors from everywhere on the globe profound lessons about the difficulties and values associated with being a family here in the neighborhoods in District 7. I have assisted in the formation and funding of the Hispanic Baseball League and Little League, the Somali American Community, the Somali American Autism Project as well as worked with other various ethnic groups on multiple projects. We have one of the most diverse boards in Mpls. with African Americans, Somali, Mexican, and Muslim representation on the EPIC board, as well as a seat for ex-felons, bringing us their hard earned wisdom, probably a first in the history of the Neighborhoods. "In Phillips, we often must deal with the frustrations of poverty, neglect and misunderstanding. People from elsewhere sometimes come not to wonder at our marvelous diversity and wonderful people, but to dump their tires in our yards, which we have to clean up during "Clean Sweep". 
The 7th District Neighborhoods need to continue to move toward being affordable, safe, beautiful, strong, productive, uplifting, kind and appreciative of all those here. I believe I can bring that perspective and agenda to the NCEC and wish to have that opportunity.

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization
My participation has been fairly lengthy and multifaceted. I was initially on the Greater Phillips Housing Board.  I served as the treasurer of EPIC at our new beginning in 1999, became the President in 2005 and have served in that position since. We just had EPIC’s 12th Annual Meeting this year.

I served on the Housing/Redevelopment Task Force, helped design our Home Rehab Loan Program.  I chaired the East Phillips Commons Project and co-chaired Village In Phillips. I also helped raise finances to assist the filling of most of our vacant lots, moving home ownership levels from only 1Oo/o to nearly 30o/o. 
I helped found and run the Bloomington Patrol, which dramatically reduced crime on Bloomington Ave.  

I assisted EPIC in carrying considerable major weight in the recent work to stop the Midtown Burner, to organize resistance and to lobby the Clark/Berglin Environmental Protection Bill through the legislature, a first in the nation, permanently protecting the many diverse families and residents here. 

I am the EPIC rep. on the East Phillips Park Community Center Design Team and helped raise the 4.7 million to build the Center. 
I helped EPIC begin and fund the East/Midtown Youth Sports and Rec Program, one of the few free soccer programs in town. 

Now the Center is built, the burner is not coming, crime is down here, many new families have come, I would have time and would like to continue to serve the 
	Carol Pass
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Southside neighborhoods as the District 7 Representative to the NCEC and use the skill set and relationships I have acquired.

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

As previously stated, "... things learned should not be lost, forgotten or ignored as we move ahead. We should not reinvent the wheel, but also, "those who do not learn from the past are condemned to repeat it' So we should be looking in both directions, forward toward new conditions and back, retaining things learned. I believe I can and wish to bring needed continuity and experience to NCEC. I am willing to do some new stuff and look at this all afresh. Stability is consistently undervalued. We have strong, experienced neighborhoods. These should not be lost or weakened. We have strong and valuable relationships. These should be maintained and strengthened.  Many have developed strong skill sets for use in neighborhoods. 

EPIC has managed to have one of the most diverse boards in the City. We have worked hard to really balance the interests of all the ethnicities. I would hope to bring those skills and these relationships into this new political arena to address their issues.

4.  How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would   represent, if elected?

First, I think there needs to be a steady stream of information regarding important issues being discussed and decided by the NCEC. I would hope to have emails going directly to the neighborhoods. I hope I can fulfill this vision and need, using email, perhaps other forms. I will consult with District 7 neighborhoods to figure this out.


I already have a strong relationship with most of the neighborhoods in District 7, through working on issues of mutual concern, such as the Midtown EcoBurner, the Xcel Energy power lines and substations, our connections through the Greenway, mutually beneficial legislation, shared projects and development issues. Also Midtown and East Phillips have been hosting youth sports projects which included youth from our two neighborhoods plus the other Phillips group, Central, Powderhorn and Corcoran. These events have become important through several CURA grants, which have involved using these gatherings for problem solving times as well and have connected us with many of the under-represented residents from these neighborhoods. We have followed up on concerns all the residents from these neighborhoods shared, such as finding and generating more sports facilities for youth and young adults.


I will continue and enhance these cross-neighborhood efforts and projects and seek support for these and other neighborhood efforts from the other NCEC members.  I think it is important to attend some of their board meetings and neighborhood events as well and intend to do that more systematically than I do now. I would be especially concerned to attend meetings where issues of concern to the particular neighborhood(s) are being discussed and worked on and which should come before the NCEC for support. I would hope to be the 'go-to' person to listen to the individual neighborhoods, seek consensus where needed, and bring these 

	Carol Pass
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concerns before the NCEC. I believe I have been doing this effectively on the NRP Policy Board for some years and am not shy about doing so.

5. How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 



Most of the organizations of under-represented groups EPIC has helped to start and has assisted to grow have a much broader spread than our neighborhood boundaries. These help us to engage the great variety of ethnic groups here, with their multi-neighborhood spread. 



The fact of broadly extended families and ethnically based connections make that the case. These relationships have helped us tap into the larger southside diverse communities. I can count on these relationships to access information regarding the needs and hopes of the under-represented groups. Also their members are now organizing and communicating for us in a chain of links that allow me deep connections already. EPIC and I, myself, will continue this regardless of whether I serve on the commission. It is a fundamental and successful approach to the effort to connect, serve and empower diverse people and can just expand further. The intention is really to empower all these people and to bring them into the American governance process to make a place for them to articulate and foster their own perspectives, hopes and needs.


So I would hope to connect the needs of the various ethnic groups to the assets of NCEC, assuming their continued availability, and lengthen and deepen these connections, through the horizontal relationships we already have, through direct face-to-face meetings, continued direct meetings and assistance to their concerns. I hope to leave the vertical approach to others.

6.  Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently involved.

East Phillips Improvement Coalition (EPIC), President,

Village In Phillips Redevelopment Project, Neighborhood Collaborative

East Phillips Commons Redevelopment Project. Neighborhood Collaborative

East Phillips Park Community Center Design Team, Neighborhood & Org. Collaborative

Hispanic Baseball League, Consultant

Somali American Community, Consultant

Somali American Autism Project, Board Member

NRP Delegate for Redirection Neighborhoods

Phillips Court Watch

7.  Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations.

No paid Affiliations, Unpaid are listed above plus

University of Minnesota Alumni Association

League of Women Voters 
	Nashad Muse
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1. How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?

     I believe in “Ubuntu” it’s an African philosophy and it basically means “I am who I am because of we all are”. The relationship between a person and their community is a dynamic one that demands constant growth and change. As a representative on NCEC, I will focus on creating communities that interact and listen to each person to form a healthy and sustainable community.

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

I have participated in various ethnic events hosted at our local Chicago midtown market area. I have gone door to door during elections and have also served as an election judge. 

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

I want to serve because I will add a different perspective to the committee but I am also interested in collaborating with my fellow colleagues to create the vision we envision for our community.  As a political science student, I am also very passionate in learning how to mobilize and engage communities.

5. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?


If elected the first thing I would do is invite all stakeholders and listen to their concerns and follow up with an action plan. My style of decision making is consensus oriented; basically everyone has to approve the plan. 

5. How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 

I am very passionate about this particular issue, because a majoritarian system fails to address minority concerns. I would like us to create a participatory model that engages underrepresented groups with a certain degree of depth that also factors the socioeconomic status. African ethics teaches us that “a person is a person through a person” –creating role models and mentors is a key way to engaging underrepresented groups.   

6. Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently     involved.
WATCH, a court monitoring group in Hennepin County.

Somali Action Alliance

Pangea World Theatre

7. Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations.

WATCH, Court Monitoring group-    paid
	Nashad Muse
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Actor, Pangea World Theatre    -    paid

Member, Immigrant/Refugee Battered Women – unpaid
Steering Committee, International Women’s Day -unpaid
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