2011 Voter’s Guide
For 

District 5 Neighborhoods

Bryn Mawr
Downtown East

Downtown West
Elliot Park
Harrison
Loring Park
Near North
North Loop
Sumner-Glenwood
Willard Hay
For Neighborhood Representative Members on

the City’s Neighborhood and Community

Engagement Commission

Candidate information and questionnaire responses

Compiled by the Neighborhood and Community Relations Department



Voter’s Guides are available online at the City’s Web site: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/ncr/NCEC_election.asp
Voter’s Guide District 5
As part of the neighborhood election process to elect 4 neighborhood representatives on to the City’s Neighborhood and Community Engagement Commission (NCEC), applicants interested in serving were asked to respond to the following statements on their applications to be used in the Voter’s Guide:

· How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?

· How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

· Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

· How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?
· How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 
· Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently involved.

· Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations. 

Candidates for District 5: 

(To quickly navigate to a candidate’s information, hold Ctrl and left click on candidate’s name)
Christopher Hoffer 
Ishmael Israel 

Jesse Winkler
Pages 3-4  
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Pages 7-8
The City-wide meeting to elect four neighborhood Commissioners will be held on Saturday, June 25, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the American Indian OIC, 1845 Franklin Avenue: 
City-Wide Election for Districts 1, 3, 5 and 7

Saturday, June 25, 2011

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

American Indian OIC

1845 East Franklin Ave, Minneapolis, MN

All votes must be cast on June 25, 2011.  

On-street parking and a parking lot is available at the American Indian OIC. The building is ADA accessible. If any special accommodations are needed, please contact 612-673-2243.

If you have any questions about the elections for Districts 1, 3, 5 and 7 or the voters guide, please feel free to call Cheyenne Erickson at (612) 673-2052 or Carrie Day Aspinwall at (612) 673-2243. You can also find more information on our website at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/ncr/NCEC_election.asp 

	Christopher Hoffer
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1. How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?

For the past 20 years, my professional work as an attorney has been centered on resolving disputes. This, coupled with my work in neighborhood organizations, has underscored the importance to listen and learn from those involved, and then do my best. That will be my approach with NCEC; listen, learn, and then do my best.

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

I am a resident of the Loring Park neighborhood.  I live at 510 Groveland Avenue and am president of the Board of the 510 Groveland Associates Cooperative.  Additionally, I am a board member of the Citizens for Loring Park Community, as well as Secretary of the Board of CLPC.  

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

I believe that vibrant neighborhoods are the bedrock upon which the City of Minneapolis has been built.  The continuing promotion of the neighborhoods and their engagement in addressing issues of livability, security, community, environmental sustainability, multi-modal transportation, historic preservation, and a robust and energetic vision of the future is a crucial effort in the continuing success of Minneapolis

My experience in community engagement through serving as Steering Committee for the Loring Park Master Plan as well as being president of the cooperative in which I live, has underscored to me the critical role engaged residents and neighborhoods play in the success of our city and our lives.  I believe my contributions to the Commission would be built on this past experience as well as upon my vision for the future of Minneapolis.

4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?

· Continually seeking robust citizen participation in neighborhoods and the city as whole.

· Encourage and ensure fair and equitable formulas for the distribution of funds to neighborhoods. 

· Encourage innovation through the granting of seed money in program which address sustainability, multi-mode transportation, and historical preservation. 

5. How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 

To identify the communities which are lack participation in policymaking opportunities, including long term renters, minority groups and small business owners, as well as those who are not currently participating in business umbrella organizations and engage them.

6. Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently     involved.

	Christopher Hoffer
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I am a resident of the Loring Park neighborhood.  I live at 510 Groveland Avenue and am president of the Board of the 510 Groveland Associates Cooperative.  Additionally, I am a board member of the Citizens for Loring Park Community, as well as Secretary of the Board of CLPC.  I am on the Steering Committee for the Loring Park Master Plan, and Co-Chair of the Historic Preservation Task Force of CLPC.  I am a member of the Board of Governors of the Minnesota Association for Justice.  I have been a volunteer attorney for Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights regarding asylum matters.  Finally, I am a member of the Woman’s Club of Minneapolis, a long standing volunteer and civic organization in Ward 5.

7. Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations.

	Ishmael Israel
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1. How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?


I have lived in urban centers for my entire life with the exception of 3 years of college. Ranging from New York City to Fort Worth, Texas to Seattle Washington, I have been able to gain perspective, compare and contrast these cities with that of Minneapolis where I have spend the majority of my adult life. Having 12 years experience as a residential real estate salesperson has enriched my knowledge of the city. As a salesperson, I have been required to learn the socioeconomic composition of the greater Minneapolis area and specifically north Minneapolis.


2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?


I have been a member of my neighborhood residents’ community council for the past 10 years as an elected member of the board of directors. During that time I have served as an organizational leader in the capacity of secretary, and chairperson. As chairperson for a non-staffed organization representing in excess of 15,000 residents, I have been instrumental in forging cross-neighborhood and cross-organization collaborations to provide programming and activities that benefit far more than the 15,000 constituents I have been elected to represent.


3. Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.


I would like to bring my life experience and professional work skills, my education in urban sociological studies and neighborhood engagement to assist in making effective policy decisions as it relates to the neighborhood resident engagement process.

4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?


To maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods of the 5th district, I will attend council planning meetings and set aside regular office hours to ensure accessibility and connectivity to residents.

Additionally, I will make appointments with council representatives as requested throughout the district.

5. How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district?


I will continue to utilize social media, print media and partner with agencies that provide host services to under-represented groups within the district to ensure that the historically underrepresented groups within the district have a voice.

6. Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently involved.


Northside Residents Redevelopment Council: Board Member, Chairperson (2003-present)

	Ishmael Israel
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7. Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations.


Unpaid: Minnesota Greenstar, a non-profit organization organized to provide 3rd party residential lconstruction sustainability checklist - Board Member

Unpaid: National Association of Minority Contractors – Board Member

Unpaid: National Association of Realtors - Member
	Jesse Winkler
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1. How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?

I have been a part of many different organizations that continually shape and educate me on my neighborhoods.  I have the opportunity of living in Elliot Park and working in downtown Minneapolis.  I have worked downtown for 8 years and spend the majority of my time downtown.  

Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association – As a Director I have the opportunity of being a part of the future of Minneapolis.

Restorative Justice Community Action – As a community member, I have the opportunity to interact with individuals who commit crimes within downtown and come to an agreement that benefits the community and restorative to the offender.

Minneapolis Civil Rights Commission – As a former commissioner, I heard cases involving civil rights violations from Minneapolis residents and decided on an appropriate outcome of action.

Being a member of the above organizations have given me the ability to interact with many different people.  I am a hard worker and listen to all positions of the argument.  I represent the larger picture, not my own agenda.  

I will always fight for what’s right.

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

I am a resident of Elliot Park and attend the Building Land Use Committee.  Currently I am a Director on the Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association (DMNA).  Being on the Board for the DMNA gives me the opportunity to give my input regarding transportation, development, housing, entertainment, and etc in the downtown neighborhoods.

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

I have a strong sense of community and appreciate the importance of neighborhood organizations.  I believe neighborhoods can work together for a common cause.  I believe in collaboration.

I love to represent others and will be a great advocate for the Minneapolis neighborhoods.

4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?

I will remain available to all groups and making sure I visit all community neighborhood meetings.  I will build upon the great communication of our current District 5 Representative, Karen Rosar and continue to listen and talk to members of NCEC District 5.  As a Director on the Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association, I will leverage my position to bring community leaders together to discuss issues at hand.

	Jesse Winkler
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CURRENT EXAMPLE OF HOW I AM DOING THIS AS A DIRECTOR OF THE DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  I am working with fellow Directors and our staff to put together a Saturday morning breakfast to bring together the Board of Director members and staff from adjacent neighborhoods to get to know each other and discuss current issues facing citizens of Minneapolis and options for resolution of these issues.

5. How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 

Like any process or organization, communication is key.  I will communicate to people the importance of the neighborhood process.  People knowing they are imperative to the process will hopefully spark their interest in the process.

I will leverage my involvement with Restorative Justice Community Action to draw people to be a part of their neighborhood process.

6. Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently     involved.

Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association - Director

Restorative Justice – Community Member

Elliot Park Building Land Use Committee - Resident

7. Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations.

Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association – Director – Unpaid

Licensed Minister – Unpaid
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