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Voter’s Guide District 3
As part of the neighborhood election process to elect 4 neighborhood representatives on to the City’s Neighborhood and Community Engagement Commission (NCEC), applicants interested in serving were asked to respond to the following statements on their applications to be used in the Voter’s Guide:

· How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?

· How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

· Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

· How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?
· How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 
· Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently involved.

· Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations. 

Candidates for District 3:

(To quickly navigate to a candidate’s information, hold Ctrl and left click on candidate’s name)

Kenneth Brown
James Tennessen 
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The City-wide meeting to elect four neighborhood Commissioners will be held on Saturday, June 25, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the American Indian OIC, 1845 Franklin Avenue: 
City-Wide Election for Districts 1, 3, 5 and 7

Saturday, June 25, 2011

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

American Indian OIC

1845 East Franklin Ave, Minneapolis, MN

All votes must be cast on June 25, 2011.  

On-street parking and a parking lot is available at the American Indian OIC. The building is ADA accessible. If any special accommodations are needed, please contact 612-673-2243.

If you have any questions about the elections for Districts 1, 3, 5 and 7 or the voters guide, please feel free to call Cheyenne Erickson at (612) 673-2052 or Carrie Day Aspinwall at (612) 673-2243. You can also find more information on our website at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/ncr/NCEC_election.asp 
	Kenneth Brown
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1. How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?
I have a disability that I lived with for over 50 years. I have experienced the highs and lows of being a Black male with a disability. I have been an employee, supervisor, manager, and now a business owner. Treating people with honor and respect is a life principle I live by. Becoming a leader and role model in my community for all youth, especially those classified as different has made a difference in many people’s lives. 

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?
I served as a board member of the NENA for 3 years. Volunteered on many of our community events and outreach. Not an official block leader, but sort of share this responsibility with a neighbor for our block. 

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC. 
There has been positive results in neighborhoods from the neighborhood groups. This effort and others like it should continue. 

4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected? 
I will be volunteering to return to the NENA board. I have associations with other neighborhood groups through community volunteering.

5. How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 

As a member of an under represented group and a community leader outreach is part of my daily life. I work with Seniors and other community organizations to keep neighborhoods safe and seniors and people with disabilities in their homes.
6. Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently     involved. 

Trust Chore Services, Neighborhood Involvement Program, Community Involvement Program, Nokomis East Neighborhood Association, Lyndale Neighborhood Association.

7. Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations.

See 6 above, and African American Family Services. 

	James Tennessen 
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1. How have your life/work/cultural experiences prepared you to be a neighborhood representative on the NCEC?

My life on the farm, self financed education, six years as officer in the Air Force, service overseas, work at the State of Minnesota, work for private company, sale of my company and raising my children in the Minneapolis school system, has given to a broad perspective of neighborhood needs.  

· One of the founders of NENA.

· One of two neighborhood representatives to Mayor’s Highway 55 Task Force that got the majority to agree to a four lane boulevard within space reserved for mass transit (light-rail) thirty years before it was built. 

· Instrumental in working with South High School in getting the YWCA and Field House located at current site, next to Light Rail.
· Work with representative from Park Board in devising a system to end the cruising of teenagers around Lake Nokomis which disrupted the use for the neighborhood.  

2. How have you participated in your neighborhood organization?

Was one of the original founders of NENA -Served as Chair in the beginning years.  

3. Describe why you want to serve on the NCEC.

Give back to my community and provide a voice for the improvement and efficient and effective operation of neighborhood groups and wise use of allocated funds to ensure the value goes to the neighborhoods and not to multiple units of government which serve the same purpose.  Want to be an advocate for streamlined services to the neighborhoods. 

4. How do you plan to maintain a relationship with the neighborhoods you would represent, if elected?

Meet with the represented groups. Listen to their needs and requests. Evaluate the benefits to the neighborhoods and determine if the expenditures or policies are valid and if there is a sustaining component to the program.

5. How do you plan to engage with under-represented groups within your district? 

Communication with neighborhood groups and associations that have contacts with the target groups. 

6. Please list any community-based organization(s) with which you are currently involved.
Have taken a hiatus from groups for the last couple of years.  

7. Please list all current paid and unpaid affiliations.

English: Attention. If you want help understanding this information, call 612-673-3129. Spanish: Atención. Si desea recibir asistencia gratuita para traducir esta información, llame al 612-673-2700 Somali: Ogow. Haddii aad dooneyso in lagaa kaalmeeyo tarjamadda macluumaadkani oo lacag la’ aan wac 612-673-3500 Hmong: Ceeb toom. Yog koj xav tau kev pab dawb txhais cov xov no, hu 612-673-2800
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