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Minneapolis Youth Violence Prevention Week 
PeaceMaker Essay and Poetry  

Contest Rules and Terms of Agreement 

Copyright & Publicity 
All entries submitted to the contest must be original and true. The submission of each entry is the guarantee that the submitter is the 
author, creator or sole copyright holder of the material submitted. All materials submitted become the property of The City of Minne-
apolis and may be shared with and used in the development of other marketing material by the City of Minneapolis and PeaceMaker 
Minnesota. Submissions may be posted on the internet and/or used for other marketing purposes by the City of Minneapolis and 
PeaceMaker Minnesota. The City of Minneapolis is not responsible for errors, omissions, interruptions, deletions, defects in part or 
whole, delays in operations or transmission, theft or destruction or unauthorized access to or alterations of entry materials, or for any 
technical or non‐technical network, telephonic, electronic, computer, hardware or software malfunctions of any kind, or inaccurate or 
partial transmission of or failure to receive entry information by The City of Minneapolis on account of technical problems or traffic 
congestion on the Internet, at any web site or any combination thereof. The City of Minneapolis reserves the right to cancel temporar-
ily or permanently the electronic method of the entries if it becomes technically corrupted. 

Conditions 
By participating in the PeaceMaker Essay and Poetry Contest, you agree to release and hold harmless The City of Minneapolis and its 
directors, officers, employees and agents, from any and all losses, damages, rights, claims, and actions of any kind in connection with 
the PeaceMaker Essay and Poetry Contest including, without limitation, property damage, and claims based upon publicity rights, or 
invasion of privacy, whether suffered by you or a third party. By participating, entrants agree to be bound by these Official Rules and 
the decisions of The City of Minneapolis, and waive any right to claim ambiguity in the PeaceMaker Essay and Poetry Contest or 
these Official Rules. The names, logos, and icons identifying the products and services of The City of Minneapolis are proprietary 
marks of The City of Minneapolis. The rules of this contest are subject to change at any time without notice. 

Eligibility 
Applicants are only permitted to submit one entry per category. The Contest is open to Elementary and High School Students in a 
Minneapolis public, private, charter or alternative school. Contest entrants will have the chance to compete for first, second and third 
place prizes. The winners will receive a prize and are invited to attend a special recognition ceremony at the Urban Arts Showcase, 
Thursday, April 7, 2 The Contest is open to Elementary and High School Students in a Minneapolis public, private, charter or alter-
native school. Contest entrants will have the chance to compete for first, second and third place prizes. The winners will receive a prize 
and are invited to attend a special recognition ceremony at the Urban Arts Showcase, Thursday, April 7, 2016 at 6:00pm @North 
High School 1500 James Ave N, North Minneapolis, MN 55411 016 at 6:00pm @North High School 1500 James Ave N, North 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

Data Advisory
Participation in the PeaceMaker Essay and Poetry Contest is voluntary and should you decide to submit an entry, we will ask you for 
some personal information about yourself so that we may contact you and/or a parent/legal guardian (if applicable) to notify them 
about their winning status and recognize them. Applicant information that will be asked for will include applicant name, grade, 
school name phone number, and current address. Your submission is not anonymous and will be viewed by a judging panel com-
prised of, City of Minneapolis and PeaceMaker Minnesota staff. Any public reports about final PeaceMaker awardees will only con-
tain the applicant name, the school and grade and entry. You do not have to participate or answer any questions you do not want to, 
however incomplete entries will not be considered. Your decision on whether or not to participate will not have any negative effects 
on your position or your relationship with the City of Minneapolis. 



B ullying is a form of youth violence that
takes place in schools across the country. 

Bullying is something that can hurt you on the 
inside or on the outside. It hurts you on the 
outside by hitting you and hurting you physically. 
It hurts you on the inside by name calling or 
hurting your feelings. It includes cyber bullying 
that often occurs on social media or via text. 

Write a poem or essay that reflects how the topic 
impacts you or others and what you hope others 
will learn from your writing.    

Questions 
1. How has bullying or youth violence impacted
you or someone you know? 

2. If you used to hurt others, what did you do,
how have you changed and why? 

3. Write about helping others who experience
bullying and other forms of youth violence. Why 
did you help and how?   

4. Write about your hopes, what you want
tomorrow to look like in terms of bullying and 
youth violence. 

5. Write about what is needed to overcome
bullying and youth violence. 

1st place $300 

2nd place $200 

3rd place $100 

 
 

What’s the Prize?
Those who win the PeaceMaker Essay and Poetry 
Contest will receive a certificate from the City of 
Minneapolis and a gift card ranging from $100-

$300 on behalf of PeaceMaker Minnesota and the 
City of Minneapolis.  

Winners will be announced and receive their prizes 
at the Urban Arts Showcase to Combat Violence, 
Thursday, April 7, 2016 from 6:00pm – 8:30pm 
@North High School 1500 James Ave N, North 

Minneapolis, MN 55411. 

Please submit your poem or essay by  
March 27, 2016 and send it to 

Attn: PeaceMaker Award 
Minneapolis Health Department 

youthviolenceprevention@minneapolismn.gov

Please write an original essay or poem 250 words or less about bullying or youth 
violence that answers one of the ques ons below.  

Submit your entry to youthviolencepreven on@minneapolismn.gov. 



Minneapolis Youth Violence Prevention Week 
PeaceMaker Essay and Poetry Contest 

FAQ 

Who is eligible?  
The contest is open to elementary and high school Students in a Minneapolis public, private, charter or alternative school. 
Contest entrants will have the chance to compete for first, second and third place prizes. The winners will receive a prize 

and are invited to attend a special recognition ceremony at the Urban Arts Showcase to Combat Violence, Thursday, April 
7, 2016 at 6:00pm @North High School 1500 James Ave N, North Minneapolis, MN 55411  

What will happen to my entry? 
Within a couple of days of your submission, your entry will still be entered into the competition. 

Who selects the winners? 
A panel of representatives made up of City of Minneapolis and PeaceMaker Minnesota will pick the top entries. 

When are entries due? 
T he deadline is 9pm on March 31st, 2016. All submissions are 

welcomed. 
When will the winners be announced? 

The winners will be announced at a special recognition ceremony at the Urban Arts Showcase  to Combat Violence, 
Thursday, April 7, 2016 at 6:00pm @North High School 1500 James Ave N, North Minneapolis, MN 55411. 

Still have questions? Feel free to contact 
Marnna Anderson  

Email: youthviolenceprevention@minneapolismn.gov

If you need a disability-related accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, wheelchair accessible 
meeting site or materials in an alternative format, please contact Marnna Anderson, Minneapolis Health 

Department, at 612-673-3179 .  
Para asistencia 612-673-2700 - Rau kev pab 612-673-2800 - Hadii aad Caawimaad u baahantahay 612-

673-3500. 




