




































Homegrown Minneapolis 
Implementation Task Force Meeting 

 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 
3:30 – 5:00pm 
Minneapolis Department of Health & Family Support – Rm. 525 
 

Invited Name Attended 
X Maggi Adamek  -- 

X JoAnne Berkenkamp (Institute for Agriculture & Trade Policy) -- 

X Karin Berkholtz (CPED) X 
X Patty Bowler (MDHFS) X 
X Rose Brewer (At-large representative) -- 
X Jim Cook (Mayoral Appointee) -- 
X Diane Hofstede (City Council) X 
X Robin Garwood (CM Gordon’s Office) X 

X Elizabeth Glidden (City Council) -- 
X Greg Goeke (Public Works) X 
X Cam Gordon (City Council) X 
X Tim Jenkins (Regulatory Services) X 
X Kristen Klingler (MDHFS) X 
X Cara Letofsky (Mayor’s Office) X 
X Valerie Martinez (At-large representative) -- 
X June Mathiowetz (Sustainability) X 
X David Nicholson (Famers’ Markets) X 

X Megan O’Hara (Phase 1 Tri-chair) X 
X Julie Ristau (Phase 1 Tri-chair) X 
X Kirsten Saylor (Gardening Matters) X 

Guests in attendance: Jenny Breen (Community Member), Alison Moore (MDHFS), Kelly 
Wilder (MDHFS) 
 
Agenda: 
3:30 – 3:35pm: Welcome, agenda overview, major decisions from last meeting 

• Decision: The Task Force decided to form a Communications workgroup to further 
explore strategies for communicating information related to the Homegrown Minneapolis 
initiative and to address Homegrown Minneapolis recommendations related to 
communications.  

• DECISION: Cara Letofsky and other interested Task Force members will move forward 
with developing a partnership with Xcel for an urban ag project on land in NE 
Minneapolis.  

• DECISION: Task Force members approved the idea of the co-chairs reaching out to the 
Park Board and Minneapolis Public Schools to invite them to future meetings (not as 
Task Force members, but as guests).  

• Patty Bowler announced a change in Homegrown Minneapolis staff coordination. 
Effective July 7, 2010, Kristen Klingler will transition from coordinating the Homegrown 
Minneapolis initiative to coordinating the Health Department’s Communities Putting 



Prevention to Work grant.  June Mathiowetz will take over as the staff coordinator for 
Homegrown Minneapolis (she will transition to the Health Department until March 2012 
to assist with the ongoing oversight and implementation of the initiative). 

 
3:35 – 3:45pm: What’s Happening on the Local Food Scene? 

• 2-minute updates from Task Force members on any events, projects, and things of 
interest related to Homegrown Minneapolis and the local food movement 

• Fruits of the City – fruit gleaning organized by the MN Project spurred the idea of 
planting fruit trees on city-owned land. Cara Letofsky and Greg Goeke are pursuing 
options related to this idea. 

• Homegrown Experience – local food event sponsored by the Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board will take place on Aug. 22 at Nicollet Island Pavilion. Homegrown 
Minneapolis has been invited to participate in the planning of this event and will be given 
a booth to promote projects, share information, and network with attendees.  Kristen 
Klingler is the main point of contact for now. 

• Small Enterprise Urban Ag workshop – building off of the Business Development and 
Finance Opportunities inventory that Kelly Wilder compiled, the City will host a 
workshop for local food/urban ag entrepreneurs who want to start small businesses. The 
event will be held Tuesday, July 13th from 5-8pm at the Midtown Global Market. Mayor 
Rybak will speak, along with a panel, plus time for networking and focused workshops 
on marketing local products, successful business planning, and financing small 
businesses. Kelly will send out an email asking for volunteers to help staff the event. 

• Mini Market press event will be hosted at the Emerge Youth garden on July 21st. IATP is 
assisting with the logistics – contact JoAnne Berkenkamp for more details. 

• Gardening Matters will be hosting its annual Parade of Community Gardens on August 
21st – more details can be found on their website: http://www.gardeningmatters.org/  

 
3:45 – 4:35pm: Project/Workgroup Updates  

• Community Garden Pilot update (Karin Berkholtz) 
o There are currently 2 leases with active gardening and 4 site plans that have been 

approved. CPED has fielded more than 40 inquiries from interested organizations 
since the pilot program was launched. The available parcels are listed on the 
yards to gardens website (ww.y2g.org).  Some calls are inquiring about parcels 
on buildable land – these people are being encouraged to consider parcels on 
non-buildable land included in the pilot. 

o Karin anticipates another round of interest in available parcels in late 
summer/early fall as communities consider preparing for next growing season. 
CPED will work on doing a mid-season marketing/communications event. 

o CPED is tracking information such as number of staff hours required for 
administration of the pilot; common questions from community members, etc. 
Karin will provide a report at the next Task Force meeting. Task Force members 
suggested coordinating evaluation with the development of the Urban Ag Policy 
Plan. 

• Story mapping project (Julie Ristau) 
o Julie described the story mapping project that she led with a group of UMN 

students to gather stories from community members involved in the local food 
system. Training was very quick and easy and could be replicated by others to 
continue gathering information from residents. A standard set of questions was 
used for these initial interviews, but Julie recommends modifying them if 
additional stories will be captured. There is an On the Commons employee 



(videographer) who is interested in providing technical assistance to us if we 
want to continue gathering stories. 

o The link to the story mapping project is: 
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=10875
0780200649768857.0004851a5704310cc0ba3&ll=45.333806,-
93.14209&spn=0.491379,1.234589&z=10 

o Potential uses of this information/methodology include: posting to the 
Homegrown Minneapolis website (if allowed) to let people add their own videos; 
purchasing flip cameras and taking them to community meetings and events to 
hear more stories, etc. 

o The Food Policy Advisory Entity workgroup was the initial home for this project 
but they have taken it as far as they can. Could the communications workgroup 
potentially pick up where they left off and utilize this technology to engage more 
residents in the local food movement and the work of Homegrown Minneapolis? 

o UMN students also conducted case studies related to models of Food Policy 
Councils from across the country.  The main question that was asked was “what 
structures would support a resilient, commons-based food system in 
Minneapolis?  Julie will share the Powerpoint and report that they developed. 

• Xcel Urban Ag project (Cara Letofsky) 
o Public Works will potentially host the Request For Proposal (RFP) process.  

Assistance is also being requested from the Grants and Special Projects staff in 
the City Coordinator’s office.  The City would manage the RFP process but the 
lease would be between Xcel and the winning non-profit organization(s). 

o The core team working on this project include JoAnne Berkenkamp, Cara 
Letofsky, a City attorney, Xcel staff (including the new plant manager), and a 
community resident. 

o The next step is to present the idea to Permanent Review Committee for guidance 
on how to get appropriate feedback/involvement from target audience and 
community members. Then we will develop the RFP and bring it to City Council 
for approval.  Cara would like an in-depth conversation at the next Task Force 
meeting to get feedback on RFP framing. Other feedback could potentially come 
from SEUA sub-committee from Phase 1.  We will need to clarify how involved 
community residents who are potential applicants can be in developing the RFP. 

o Timeline: release RFP in late summer 2010, award in early winter 2010 so that 
grantees are ready for spring 2011 

o It was suggested to check out the Wallace Institute’s urban ag RFP for a possible 
model to use. 

 
• Food Policy Advisory Entity workgroup (Cam Gordon) 

o The group is planning a fall 2010 meeting with stakeholders to have focused 
discussions on what a Minneapolis Food Policy Advisory group should look like 

o The group will be ready to present recommendations to the Task Force by the 
end of 2010 so that by July 2011 there will be a plan of action for transition from 
the Implementation Task Force to a long-term advisory group.  

 
• Municipal Market workgroup 

o The group has established a Minneapolis Farmers Market Advisory Group which 
will advise Greg Goeke (contract manager, Public Works) and Larry Cermak 
(CMVGA).  The group will consist of 6 people initially including 2 CMVGA 
reps, Lara Tiede (MDHFS), Cara (Policy rep), North Loop community rep, Mpls 



booster to help communicate (David Denham).  The group will have their first 
meeting in a few weeks. 

o The purpose of the group is to elevate the local food movement in Minneapolis, 
advise on market practices (the City has an opinion on how the market is run 
now), bring other perspectives to its governance, look at budget/applications in 
order to make them more friendly to local growers, work on wayfinding signage 
and a connection to the future LRT stop, advise on how to grow the market 
physically, etc. 

 
4:35 – 4:55pm: Communities Putting Prevention to Work 

• The Health Department has received grant funding from the federal stimulus program 
called Communities Putting Prevention to Work (CPPW).  This is a 2 year, federally 
funded grant focused on obesity prevention through policy, systems, and environmental 
change strategies, specifically focused on healthy eating and physical activity. 

• The CPPW grant builds upon work that the Health department has been doing for more 
than 6 years through the Steps to a Healthier Minneapolis grant and through the current 
Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) grant. 

• The grant will last from March 2010 – March 2012, and is a total of $2.2 million 
• Interventions will complement but not duplicate SHIP efforts; some will be focused on 

healthy eating and Homegrown Minneapolis recommendations: 
o Neighborhood level resource clusters: Gardening Matters will be the lead 

organizer of a process this summer to develop a cluster model for Minneapolis 
that will help connect residents to food resources and build grassroots-level 
capacity for food production, preparation, and preservation.  Clusters will have 
multiple purposes, not just focused on gardening and they could be a physical 
place or collection of places within a neighborhood.  Task Force members 
expressed great interest in this project and stressed that clusters need to be 
owned by community members and developed in part by people who will be 
using them. 

o Market Bucks: A short-term incentive program offered at the Main market on 
North Lyndale Ave and at the Northeast market to support the establishment of 
EBT systems at each location. Market Bucks will essentially double the 
purchasing power of EBT users. 

 
Other Announcements 

• Kirsten Saylor brought up the idea of conducting asset mapping to help the Task Force 
figure out what is going on in other parts of Minneapolis.  The group expressed interest in 
this idea and it will be discussed at the next Task Force meeting in more detail.   

• We are attempting once again to find a regular meeting time that works for a majority of 
Task Force members and guests. A form was passed out at the meeting with options for 
standing meeting days/times – please fill this out as soon as possible and return to 
Kristen  (an electronic copy will be mailed out with the meeting notes for those who were 
not present). 

 
4:55 – 5:00pm: Wrap Up 
 
 



Homegrown Minneapolis 
Implementation Task Force Meeting 

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 
3:00–4:30 p.m. 

City Hall, Room 333 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance:  JoAnne Berkenkamp (IATP), Karin Berkholtz (CPED), Patty Bowler (MDHFS), Diane 
Hofstede (City Council), Robin Garwood (CM Gordon’s Office), Elizabeth Glidden (City Council), Greg 
Goeke (Public Works), Tim Jenkins (Regulatory Services), June Mathiowetz (Sustainability), David 
Nicholson (Famers’ Markets), Megan O’Hara (Phase 1 Tri-chair) 
 
Guests in Attendance:  Kelly Wilder (MDHFS), Alison Moore (MDHFS), Pat Hilden (Regulatory 
Services), Lori Olson (Regulatory Services), Cam Gordon (City Council) 
 
Absences: Maggi Adamek, Rose Brewer (At-large representative), Jim Cook (Mayoral Appointee), Cara 
Letofsky (Mayor’s Office), Valerie Martinez (At-large representative), Kirsten Saylor (Gardening 
Matters)  
 
 
Welcome and Agenda Overview.  Patty Bowler and Karin Berkholtz chaired the meeting in the absence 
of the chairs.  Later agenda items were moved earlier to accommodate staff presence.   
 
Institutional Food License Update.  Tim Jenkins reported on upcoming changes to the institutional food 
license ordinance.  Council Member Gordon in coordination with Regulatory Services staff has created an 
“Institutional Food” license type in the city ordinances.  This license will apply to charter and private 
schools, commercial daycare centers, charitable dining halls, and employers with cafeterias.  This license 
will be less expensive than the existing Food Manufacturer and Restaurant licenses.  As originally 
proposed, it will not apply to community kitchens so community kitchens not used for commercial 
purposes do not need a license.  If a community kitchen wants to be licensed it will be as a Food 
Manufacturer and inspectors will need to come out annually.  When asked about church kitchens, it was 
noted that right now church kitchens do not need licenses and this ordinance does not change that.  Robin 
Garwood noted that the changes to the ordinance are not huge in nature, but the City’s ability to 
communicate clearly about the ordinance is improved by this work.  The proposed changes will be heard 
in the Regulatory, Energy and Environment Committee on August 23rd.  The language changes can be 
viewed here  www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/council/2010-meetings/20100903/ree.asp.  Note: The ordinance 
was passed by council on September 3, 2010. 
 
Review of the first 10 mid-term recommendations.   The Task Force reviewed the following ten 
recommendations that came out of Phase One efforts to discuss progress. Notes on the discussion follow. 

MID-TERM RECOMMENDATIONS 
(To be completed or have significant progress made by July 2011) 

16. Develop and implement a Homegrown Minneapolis communications campaign to increase knowledge of, 
interest in, and demand for local food. 

17. Ensure that City departments are aware of farmers' markets as a venue for City events and as a method for 
reaching targeted populations and promoting City and County services. 

18. Designate a point person within Neighborhood & Community Relations Department to address garden issues. 

19. Develop policies, guidelines, and partnerships to support affordable land ownership and/or affordable long-term 
leases for small enterprise urban ag on various types of land and rooftops. 



*Completed or well underway 
 
#16 - A Communications Working Group has been established and a first meeting will be scheduled. 
 
#17 - It was noted that a section on farmers markets was recently included in Minneapolis Matters, the 
City’s internal employee newsletter.  David Nicholson noted the farmers markets may be doing more 
work around this in the future as well. Alison Moore noted that through EBT efforts at farmers markets, 
the Institute for Ag and Trade Policy has helped coordinate with Hennepin County to promote Hennepin 
County services, including food support, at the Midtown and Minneapolis farmers markets. 
 
#18 - Department of Health staff will discuss the relevancy and interest of this recommendation now that 
the Neighborhood and Community Relations department is up and running.   
 
#19 – Karin Berkholtz noted that the latitude for doing this is already there.  CPED met with the City’s 
Licensing division about rooftop gardens.  Accessibility issues as they relate to the Americans with 
Disability Act are still being explored.  The combination of the high cost of elevators and slim food 
production profits can create barriers beyond what the market will support. Greg Goeke noted that people 
interested in potentially creating rooftop gardens on City-owned facilities should submit their business 
plans to the City for feedback.  This recommendation is also part of the City planning department’s 
(CPED) Urban Ag Topical Plan.    
 
#20 - This recommendation has been completed and Kelly Wilder reported on it later in the meeting. 
 
#21 - It was requested that Susan Young be invited to a future meeting to talk about the food waste 
management.  There was discussion about potentially making this recommendation a long-term 
recommendation instead of a mid-term one and separating out the waste component.    
 
#22-25 – Karin Berkholtz noted that these four recommendations are being addressed through the contract 
CPED has with the Health Department to complete the City’s Urban Ag Policy Plan.  
 
Project Updates  
 
Local Food Resource Hubs - June Mathiowetz reported that the Health Department in partnership with 
Gardening Matters is kicking off a series of meetings to develop local food resource hubs in Minneapolis.   
The kickoff is on Monday, August 30th at 6-7:30 p.m. at St Olaf Community Campus.  Staff from Detroit 
are visiting on Sept 12th-14th to share their experience and train people in how to build a hoop house.  On 
October 7th from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Sabathani Community Center there will be an information session to 

*20. Expand and promote existing City-sponsored small business financing opportunities and training/business 
development services to entrepreneurs interested in small-scale urban agriculture. 

21. Support the development of facilities to support urban ag-related food aggregation, processing, distribution, 
food storage, and food waste management. 

22. Integrate farmers’ markets into the City's development plans. 

23. Identify additional policies and incentives to encourage the establishment of new green roofs and the adaptation 
of existing roofs for food production. 

24. Identify policies and incentives to encourage/require developers to include space for food production and 
distribution and composting in new developments.  
*25. Develop an overarching policy framework that establishes a city-wide vision and support for urban agriculture 
(i.e. urban food production and distribution); inventories public and private land available and suitable for urban 
agriculture or food distribution; and makes readily available land more accessible for these purposes. 



discuss the resource hub model being set up and announce the application process for the first two hubs 
that will be established over the coming year.     
 
Business Development Workshop - Kelly Wilder reported on the business development workshop held 
at the Global Market on July 13th.  She noted 70 people in attendance and that the facilitators were 
engaging.  There was interest in holding more of the workshops in the future.  It was noted that CPED is 
best positioned to carry this work forward.  It was further noted that guest speaker Kris Maritz from the 
Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers is very interested in doing more of these.  June 
Mathiowetz noted she’d received a call from Betsy Wieland indicating she would like to be involved in 
any future workshops.    
 
Xcel Land Project - June Mathiowetz provided an update on the potential Xcel land and food growing 
project.  She noted Xcel is setting up the required soil tests and the Public Works Department has 
confirmed the site has connection to a water main.     
 
Topical Plan Discussion Series - Robin Garwood reported on five topical plan discussions that have 
occurred to date.  A second round of discussions being planned will focus on taxation, animals, insurance 
and liability.  More information on the City’s Urban Ag Policy Plan website can be found at 
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/urban_ag_plan.asp 
 
Community Gardens Acreage Measurement – Kelly Wilder reported the research she completed this 
summer on the more than 100 community gardens in Minneapolis shows there are currently over 17 acres 
of community gardens in the city.   
 
Fruit Trees in the City – Greg Goeke reported he recently met with the Minnesota Project and other City 
staff to identify potential sites for planting fruit trees and orchards in the City.     
 
Local Food Sustainability Indicator Web Page – Kelly Wilder noted that the local food sustainability 
indicator web page is now up on the City’s sustainability website.  Any feedback or changes can be 
directed to June Mathiowetz.  The City’s Local Food webpage link is 
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/sustainability/local-foods.asp 
 
Work Group Updates 
 
Legislative Agenda for 2011 – Joanne Berkenkamp noted that we might want to consider general 
language supporting incentives and support systems for K-12 schools to adopt and expand the Farm to 
School program.  On Electronic Benefits Transfers (EBT) it was suggested that maybe we “urge the State 
to consider launching a state-wide system to support the adoption and long-term availability of EBT at 
farmers markets, availing them of federal funding that reimburses Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) agencies for 50 percent of administrative costs.”  City staff will do some follow-up 
work to determine if submitting language on these topics is timely and appropriate.  There was brief 
mention of green roof possibilities and Robin Garwood will consider this further.  Tim Jenkins noted 
there is work being done around a model food code at the state level right now and it might generate a 
need for our support for next year’s legislative agenda.  
 
Communications Work Group – Cam Gordon has volunteered to chair this effort.  A number of ideas 
were floated around including watching for opportunities to amplify efforts through Lynn Brun’s SHIP 
communication work, looking for pro bono support, looking at tourism or USDA dollars to assist 
especially as it relates to farmers market promotions.   
 



Local Food Policy Entity Work Group – June Mathiowetz indicated this working group is in the middle 
of a strategic planning effort to inform the design of the third phase of the food policy advisory entity.  
Plans are underway for two November meetings.   
Wrap Up 
 
Given the time, the group opted to forego a round of individual updates, but Robin Garwood briefly noted 
there is a focus group for the Regulatory work group next Tuesday.  Alison Moore circulated EBT flyers 
now available in three languages and asked people’s assistance in posting them.  June Mathiowetz 
indicated she would circulate the list of upcoming events via email.   
 
Adjournment   
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 



 
Homegrown Minneapolis 

Implementation Task Force Meeting 
Date:  Wednesday, September 15, 2010 

Time:  3:00-4:30 p.m. 
Location:  City Hall, Room 333 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance:  JoAnne Berkenkamp (IATP), Patty Bowler (MDHFS), Greg Goeke (Public 
Works), Robin Garwood (CM Gordon’s Office), Cam Gordon (City Council), Tim Jenkins 
(Regulatory Services), Cara Letofsky, June Mathiowetz, David Nicholson (Famers’ Markets), 
Kirsten Saylor (Gardening Matters) 
 
Guests:  Ross Abbey, Ana Micka, Megan O’Hara Julie Ristau, Sarah Sponheim 
 
Absences: Maggi Adamek, Karin Berkholtz (CPED), Rose Brewer (At-large representative), Jim 
Cook (Mayoral Appointee), Elizabeth Glidden (City Council), Diane Hofstede (City 
Council),Valerie Martinez (At-large representative),  
 
 
Welcome and Agenda Overview.  The meeting was chaired by Council Member Cam Gordon 
and Cara Letofsky.   
 
Project and Work Group Updates.  This meeting focused on presentations and discussions on 
three major Homegrown Minneapolis related areas. 
 
Food Preservation Project .  Ana Micka provided an update on the Food Preservation Network 
noting that 19 community food preservation guides were trained to provide canning instruction 
and coordinate food preservation events at six locations for more than 81 participants this year.  
More trainings and events are planned for 2011, some will be offered in Spanish and Somali.  
Additionally, plans for developing an equipment lending library are underway.   
 
Food Waste Management.  John Jaimez from Hennepin County, Susan Young, the City’s  
Director of Solid Waste and Recycling, Sarah Sponheim and Ross Abbey of the Minneapolis 
Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee members were all present to talk about food waste  
issues at the county, city and citizen.  Gardening Matters noted that it also has a project focused  
on encouraging composting at community gardens led by a group of volunteer “compostadores.”  
 
Local Food Resource Hubs.  Kirsten Saylor from Gardening Matters provided an update on  
progress around the development of the Local Food Resource Network and its hubs.  This 
network is being designed to link residents, gardeners and entrepreneurs to more easily access  
seeds, seedlings, education and tools need for food growing, processing, distribution and waste 
management.  She will return in January 2011 to provide another update on the project. 
 
Adjournment   
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 



Homegrown Minneapolis 
Implementation Task Force Meeting 

Wednesday, October 20, 2010 
3:00–4:30 p.m. 

City Hall, Room 333 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance:  JoAnne Berkenkamp (IATP), Karin Berkholtz (CPED), Patty Bowler (MDHFS), Rose 
Brewer (At-large representative), Diane Hofstede (City Council), Robin Garwood (CM Gordon’s Office), 
Elizabeth Glidden (City Council), Cam Gordon (City Council), Cara Letofsky, June Mathiowetz, David 
Nicholson (Famers’ Markets) 
 
Guests in Attendance:   Gene Ranieri (IGR), Bob Lind (CPED), Jessica Green (CPED) 
 
Absences: Maggi Adamek, Jim Cook (Mayoral Appointee), Greg Goeke (PW), Tim Jenkins (Regulatory 
Services) Valerie Martinez (At-large representative), Kirsten Saylor (Gardening Matters)  
 
 
Welcome and Agenda Overview.  The meeting was chaired by Patty Bowler (in Council Member 
Gordon’s absence) and Cara Letofsky.   
 
Project and Work Group Updates. 
 
Expanding the Implementation Task Force – Cara Letofsky raised the idea of potentially expanding 
the Implementation Task Force.  The suggestion led to discussion of possibly adding City staff from 
CPED Economic Development and Intergovernmental Relations and how additional community groups 
might be invited to the table.  Given the time constraints, it was recommended that the group revisit this 
topic at a later date.   
 
Urban Ag Policy Plan – Amanda Arnold, Principal Planner in CPED, provided a preview of issues 
related to the Urban Ag Policy Plan that is currently under development and scheduled to go out for a  
45-day public comment period beginning December 9th.  After feedback is considered and incorporated, it 
will move forward for adoption by the City’s Planning Commission and then to the City Council.  She 
noted eight topical plan discussions were held over the last few months.  She also noted that issues have 
come up around the topics of land supply and demand, regulations for non-commercial growing, new 
accommodations for market gardens and urban farming, food growing in new developments, farmers 
markets, rooftop farming, city land sale and lease policies, and economic opportunities.   
 
Important policy issues noted included:  1) The land capacity analysis completed earlier this year shows 
the city has ample land for the existing needs and priorities (jobs, redevelopment and urban ag), but work 
remains around better integrating these uses.  2) Ownership, possibly in some form of land bank, may be 
the best option for permanent markets and gardens.  3) The zoning code needs to be updated, but 
precedent for other use will remain an issue.  4) Building code and other requirements including project 
costs and financing will still affect the ability of developers to incorporate urban agriculture into 
development.   
 
December Stakeholder Meeting – Homegrown Minneapolis stakeholders are being convened for a 
December 9th stakeholder meeting from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the University Research and Outreach 
Center.  The agenda includes celebration of two years of efforts and the kickoff of the 45-day review 
period for the Urban Ag Policy Plan.   



 
Communications Work Group – June Mathiowetz noted the group has met once.  The issues discussed 
included the two-year summary report, logo and branding, communication protocols and the website.   
 
Federal Funding Opportunities – Gene Raineri from the City’s Intergovernmental Relations 
Department attended and noted that the Mayor and Council Member Johnson had met with federal staff 
recently in Washington D.C. about food-related funding.  He noted the Healthy Food Financing Initiative 
(HFFI) of the current Administration is a collaboration of three agencies - the Departments of Treasury, 
Agriculture, and Health and Human Services - to eliminate food deserts in the U.S. in seven years.  Most 
of the available funding is targeted at rural areas and community organizations and the City is not eligible 
to apply.  The City can, however, potentially serve as a valuable partner to other entities in support of 
their projects.   
 
Local Food Policy Entity Work Group – June Mathiowetz indicated that nearly half of the strategic 
planning interviews have been completed.  Due to a busy Homegrown meeting schedule including the 
addition of a December stakeholder meeting, the two strategic planning sessions scheduled for November 
have been pushed to January 2011.  The Implementation Task Force will be asked to weigh in with their 
ideas on the development of the third phase entity at future meetings.   
 
Homegrown Pilot Business Development Center – Bob Lind and Jessica Green shared that CPED is 
developing a low-interest loan program to support emerging and next-step local food-related enterprises 
with up to $10,000 in low-interest loans during 2011. 
 
Task Force Member Updates. 
 
David Nicholson noted that the Farmers Market group continues to meet to review the farmer's market 
ordinances in preparation for a revision process expected to start yet this fall.  This group is also looking 
for funding to support a collaborative. 
 
JoAnne Berkenkamp noted that two of the three farmers markets in the city now using Electronic Benefits 
Transfer (EBT) are wrapping up their work in October.  An evaluation phase of the EBT effort is now 
underway and a report is anticipated to be completed by December 15th.   
 
Adjournment   
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Homegrown Minneapolis 
Implementation Task Force Meeting 

Wednesday, November 17, 2010 
3:00–4:30 p.m. 

City Hall, Room 333 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance:  Maggi Adamek, JoAnne Berkenkamp (IATP), Patty Bowler (MDHFS), Robin Garwood 
(CM Gordon’s Office), Greg Goeke (PW), Cam Gordon (City Council), Tim Jenkins (Regulatory 
Services), Cara Letofsky, June Mathiowetz, David Nicholson (Famers’ Markets) 
 
Guests in Attendance:  Megan O’Hara, Julie Ristau, Kelly Wilder 
 
Absences: Karin Berkholtz (CPED), Rose Brewer (At-large representative), Jim Cook (Mayoral 
Appointee), Elizabeth Glidden (City Council), Diane Hofstede (City Council), Valerie Martinez (At-large 
representative), Kirsten Saylor (Gardening Matters)  
 
 
Welcome and Agenda Overview.  The meeting was chaired by Cara Letofsky and Cam Gordon. 
 
Project and Work Group Updates.   
 
Local Food Policy Advisory Entity Work Group – Julie Ristau reported that nearly 25 strategic 
interviews have been completed as part of the research of this working group and themes have emerged.  
She noted that one of the challenges of designing a new entity lies around jurisdiction as it relates to a 
regional food and agricultural economy.  As the City completes the groundwork for its own future food 
policy council, there is much discussion occurring about a broader regional entity.  To create the food 
system Minnesotans really want, it will be important to figure out how to design emerging food policy 
entities so they can fluidly work together across various jurisdictions.  Another common theme identified 
was the need for more diverse food enterprise development.  Julie noted specific feedback encouraged a 
food policy council to take a very active role in incubating and championing entrepreneurial efforts, 
developing more capital interventions, and supporting investment in microenterprises that have a slow 
profit incline.   
 
June Mathiowetz added that she also heard concerns about loss of farmland, decreasing farmer income, 
and food-related projects fading away in cities that don’t yet have sufficiently organized community 
support and funding for food-related work.  She added that a number of project specific-ideas came out of 
conversations too, such as the development of public raspberry patches and the potential need for a local 
food broker to assist with smaller entity (nonprofits) food purchases.   
 
The Implementation Task Force was asked to weigh in with their ideas on the development of a potential 
third phase food policy entity.  Some of the thoughts offered included the need to:  define the purpose of a 
new food policy council and then intentionally seek out people who can help move that work forward; 
build on the strength of the current Implementation Task Force model including the staff-council-
community tri-chair model used with the working groups; build a future entity around the five food 
system areas of production, processing, distribution, consumption and waste management; find ways to 
concentrate more on education and training; and expand the space for a youth component to the work.   
 
It further was noted that a strategic planning session has been scheduled for January 20th.   
 



December Stakeholder Meeting – June Mathiowetz reminded everyone that Homegrown Minneapolis 
stakeholders are being convened for a December 9th stakeholder meeting from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
University Research and Outreach Center.  The agenda includes celebrating two years of Homegrown 
work and the kickoff of the review period for the Urban Ag Policy Plan.  The Task Force members 
provided feedback on a more detailed draft agenda and clarified their role at the event. 
 
New Proposed Local Food Purchasing Work Group – Kelly Wilder proposed establishing a new 
exploratory Local Food Purchasing Work Group to research locally grown food laws and local food 
purchasing policies (legal hurdles, feasibility, etc.) to determine if there is a need for a policy and, if so, to 
develop recommendations for consideration by policy makers and advocates.  She is planning five 
meetings between December 2010 and June 2011.  Hennepin County is being invited to join the effort.  
The group will look at efforts carried out in other cities and states.  
 
Communications Work Group – Megan O’Hara noted the group met a second time to discuss the draft 
two-year summary report to be used at the December 9th event and a community engagement/ 
communications plan.  There was also initial discussion about the possibility of designating 2011 as “the 
year of local food” or similar designation and the Task Force indicated general support of the concept.  
Megan indicated that the working group hopes to have a more finalized community engagement/ 
communications plan ready next month.  More community members with communications expertise will 
be added to this working group as it develops its plan. 
 
Announcements.   
 
Local Food Resource Network - June Mathiowetz reported that a new Task Force assisting with the 
development of the Local Food Resource Network met for the first time. 
   
Xcel Urban Ag Project – June Mathiowetz noted upon completion of the Phase I study, Xcel Energy 
quickly moved forward to collect soil samples before the ground froze for its Phase II study at the 
proposed project sites.  They will contact us once the soil testing is complete. 
 
Women’s Environmental Institute – Cara Letofsky reported that four people received scholarships to 
attend WEI’s Will Allen training during October.  Cara read a thank you letter written by one of the 
participants who had found the training useful and inspiring.   
 
Task Force Member Updates. 
 
JoAnne Berkenkamp noted that for the past several years, IATP has partnered with Compass Group USA 
(one of the largest foodservice management companies in the US) to expand their purchases of locally 
grown produce from “Ag in the Middle” farmers.  The pilot effort they began in Minnesota, North 
Carolina and the Washington, DC in 2009 was rolled out nationally in 2010, and Compass’ local 
purchases rose 25 percent in one year across the nation.   

Maggi Adamek noted the College of Food, Agriculture and Natural Resource Science (CFAN) is 
undergoing its first curriculum overhaul in 40 years and developing an urban and regional food systems 
major as part of that work.  She also noted that there are plans underway to expand the UROC model as a 
virtual entity to St. Paul to focus on food.  Further, Maggi raised the question of whether Homegrown 
might want to consider developing an op-ed piece or a proclamation around changing the Farm Bill.   

Adjournment   
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 



Homegrown Minneapolis 
Implementation Task Force Meeting 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 
3:00–4:30 p.m. 

City Hall, Room 333 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance:  JoAnne Berkenkamp (IATP), Patty Bowler (MDHFS), Robin Garwood (CM Gordon’s 
Office), Cam Gordon (City Council), June Mathiowetz, David Nicholson (Famers’ Markets), Erica 
Prosser (Mayor’s Office) 
 
Guests in Attendance:  Amanda Arnold, Jill Keiner, Aly Pennucci, Kristina Smitten, Kelly Wilder 
 
Absences:  Maggi Adamek, Karin Berkholtz (CPED), Rose Brewer (At-large representative), Jim Cook 
(Mayoral Appointee), Elizabeth Glidden (City Council), Greg Goeke (PW), Diane Hofstede (City 
Council), Tim Jenkins (Regulatory Services), Cara Letofsky, Valerie Martinez (At-large representative), 
Kirsten Saylor (Gardening Matters)  
 
 
Welcome and Agenda Overview.  The meeting was chaired by Council Member Cam Gordon. 
 
Announcements. 
 
Amanda Arnold announced that the Urban Ag Policy Plan is posted on the website and out for public 
comment through January 31, 2011.  www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/urban_ag_plan.asp   
 
The two opportunities to provide public comments at a meeting are:     

o Tuesday, January 11, from 6:30PM to 8:00PM at the Sabathani Community Center (3rd Floor) 
310 E. 38th Street 

o Thursday, January 20, from 2:00 to 3:30 at North Central Library, 1315 Lowry Ave. N. 
 
The plan is tentatively scheduled for a public hearing before the City’s Planning Commission on February 
22, 2011 in City Hall, 350 South Fifth St., Room 317.   
 
June Mathiowetz reported that the Local Food Resource Network’s hub application process is complete 
and three pilot hubs will be established this year.  There were three applications and all three were 
determined to be sufficiently organized to serve as a viable hub in year one of the project.   
 
Erica Prosser was welcomed as the Mayor’s new appointee to serve as the Co-Chair of the Task Force.   
 
Project and Work Group Updates.   
 
Follow-up on December 9th stakeholder meeting.  June Mathiowetz noted that 72 people signed in at 
the community meeting held last week.  Food for the event was donated by the Wedge, Seward and 
Linden Hills Co-Ops.  The Task Force discussed event details and provided feedback for future meetings.  
The two-year Homegrown Minneapolis report developed for this meeting is now posted on the 
Homegrown website.  www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/dhfs/FINAL_HGReport.pdf 
 
Local Food Sustainability Targets.  June Mathiowetz led a discussion about the draft language 
developed by the Local Food Sustainability Targets Working Group.  Some of the baseline data for two of 

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/urban_ag_plan.asp
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/dhfs/FINAL_HGReport.pdf


the potential indicators has now been developed.  Aly Pennucci and Amanda Arnold from Community 
Planning and Economic Development (CPED) provided context for the related maps they developed (See 
attached Handout #1).  June will take the feedback that was offered and consider next steps.  
 
Community Garden Pilot Program Assessment.  Aly Pennucci and Amanda Arnold provided an 
overview of the evaluation completed on the Community Garden Pilot Program.  Details can be found in 
attached Handout #2 or in the Appendix of the draft Urban Ag Policy Plan currently out for review.  
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/docs/Community_Garden_Pilot_Program_Assessment.pdf 
 
Ordinance Changes Recommended by Farmers Market Managers.  Robin Garwood and David 
Nicholson walked the Task Force through a draft of ordinance and process improvement changes being 
recommended by a group of Farmers Market Managers.  They noted the first presentation to City 
Regulatory Services and CPED Zoning staff will be made tomorrow (See attached Handout #3). 
 
Evaluation of Electronic Benefits Transfer at Farmers Markets.  JoAnne Berkenkamp reported on the 
recently completed evaluation of the Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) program at the farmers markets.   
The Institute for Ag and Trade Policy has compiled and presented data on the number of vendor-hours 
each year for Farmers Markets in Minneapolis.  JoAnne also noted $20,000 in ECT transactions were 
made across all three markets this year and $7,000 in Market Bucks used.  The data shows the relative 
scale of the various markets now in operation (See attached Handout #4).  She noted the biggest 
challenge of EBT is the workload it creates for staff.  The final report will be out in January 2011.  Alison 
Moore raised the question of what type of communication should occur around the release of the 
information.   
 
Adjournment   
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/docs/Community_Garden_Pilot_Program_Assessment.pdf
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Farmers Market Manager Recommendations for Ordinance and Process Improvements 
 
 
1) Create new “Farmers Market” License Type 
 
Requirements/Characteristics: 
 
a) Farmers Markets must contain a minimum of 60% of producers between July 1 and October 1 
whose goods qualify them as “exempt” agricultural producers under the Minneapolis Farmers 
Licensing Exemption (not including “Pickle Bill” or home processor vendors), including 
vegetables, fruits, eggs, meat (including sausage and other processed meats), dairy (including 
cheese), fish, plants, flowers, honey, maple syrup, wild rice, other wild-crafted or wild-harvested 
foods, and other whole products of farm and field. 
 
b) Farmers markets may contain a maximum combined total of 40% between July 1 and October 
1 of the following vendor types: 
i. distributors of “non-exempt” foods, as long as those foods are not in season and available at the 
market from local producers. 
ii. producers of self-made prepared foods (including “Pickle Bill” and Home Processor vendors) 
iii. producers of self-made foods intended for immediate consumption on-site 
iv. producers of self-made art or crafts 
v. vendors of services intended for immediate consumption 
 
c) Farmers Markets may not contain vendors of the following types: 
i. vendors selling any business’ non-food product as an agent, franchisee, distributor, licensee; or 
on consignment; or by any other third-party arrangement. 
ii. vendors selling non-food items such as “vintage,” “found,” “reclaimed,” or “recycled” objects, or 
any other objects not originally manufactured by the vendor unless those objects have been 
substantially transformed by the vendor into objects of dissimilar form or function from the 
original. 
 
d) A Farmers Market must be either a subsidiary or project of a Minnesota nonprofit organization 
or itself be incorporated or organized as a Minnesota nonprofit organization. 
 
e) Farmers Markets must provide a set of bylaws, or in the case that the market is sponsored by 
another organization, a set of approved operating rules along with the bylaws of the sponsoring 
organization, that address the market’s ownership, governance structure, decision-making 
process, the vendor relationship to the market organization and the means by which vendors’ 
interests are represented and protected in the governance of the market. 
 
f) Farmers Markets must become authorized to accept FMNP, S/FMNP, WIC-CVV, and any other 
similar food assistance programs (not including SNAP-EBT) within 12 months of obtaining an 
initial operating permit. 
 
g) Farmers Markets must take place outdoors, with the exception of up to six indoor events per 
year. 
 
 
2) Create new “Mini Market” License Type 
 
Requirements/Characteristics: 
 
a) Local Produce Markets may contain up to five vendors, all but one of which must be 



producers whose goods qualify them as “exempt” agricultural producers under the Minneapolis’ 
Farmers Licensing Exemption (not including “Pickle Bill” or home processor vendors), including 
vegetables, fruits, eggs, meat (including sausage and other processed meats), dairy (including 
cheese), fish, plants, flowers, honey, and other products of farm and field, and wild-crafted or 
wild-harvested foods. 
 
b) Local Produce Markets may contain up to 1 distributor of only fresh fruits and vegetables, as 
long as those foods are not in season and available at the market from local producers. 
 
c) Local Produce Markets may not contain vendors of the following types: 
i. producers of self-made prepared foods (including “Pickle Bill” vendors) 
ii. producers of self-made foods intended for immediate consumption on-site 
iii. vendors of non-food items 
iv. vendors of services 
 
d) Local Produce Markets must take place outdoors, with the exception of the six indoor events 
per year. 
 
e) Local Produce Markets should face substantially lower barriers to entry than any other type of 
market in order to facilitate their role in providing healthy food access.  This includes lower fees, 
no or few licenses, and a simple and expedited regulatory review process. 
 
 
3) Significantly Alter “Public Market” License Type 
 
Requirements/Characteristics: 
 
a) Public Markets may contain vendors selling self-produced goods, of any type, with a maximum 
of 1 or 10% of vendors, whichever is greater, being distributors of “non-exempt” foods, as long as 
those foods are not in season and available at the market from local producers.  This includes: 
i. Producers whose goods qualify them as “exempt” agricultural producers under the Minneapolis 
Farmers Licensing Exemption 
ii. producers of self-made prepared foods (including “Pickle Bill” and Home Processor vendors) 
iii. producers of self-made foods intended for immediate consumption on-site 
iv. producers of self-made art or crafts 
v. vendors of services intended for immediate consumption 
 
b) Public Markets may not contain vendors of the following types: 
i. vendors selling any business’ non-food product as an agent, franchisee, distributor, licensee; or 
on consignment; or by any other third-party arrangement. 
ii. vendors selling non-food items such as “vintage,” “found,” “reclaimed,” or “recycled” objects, or 
any other objects not originally manufactured by the vendor unless those objects have been 
substantially transformed by the vendor into objects of dissimilar form or function from the 
original. 
 
c) Public Markets must be either a subsidiary or project of a Minnesota nonprofit organization or 
itself be incorporated or organized as a Minnesota nonprofit organization. 
 
d) Public Markets must provide a set of bylaws, or in the case that the market is sponsored by 
another organization, a set of approved operating rules along with the bylaws of that organization, 
that address the market’s ownership, governance structure, decision-making process, and the 
means by which vendors’ interests are represented and protected in the governance of the 
market. 
 



e) Public Markets may take place outdoors or indoors. 
 
 
4) Include New Activities as Part of Market Licenses 
 
For all market types, include the following activities as part of licenses: 
 
a) Live amplified music 
 
b) Market-sponsored food and cooking demos that include handing out samples to market 
patrons 
 
c) Right-of-way closures as approved by the Department of Public Works 
 
d) Only vendors of food intended for immediate consumption should be required to sell from a 
paved surface. 
 
e) Up to six indoor markets per year (with the exception of Public Markets, which may be indoor 
or outdoor) 
 
 
5) Define Terms 
 
Work with Farmers Market stakeholders to define at least the following terms: Farmers Market, 
Local Produce Market, Public Market, Municipal Market, Producer, Vendor, “Exempt” Vendor, 
Immediately Consumable Foods, Prepared/Value Added Foods, Market Distributor, Market 
Manufacturer, and Farmer. 
 
 
6) Improve Licensing Processes 
 
a) Set an annual date and time for City regulatory staff to meet with Market stakeholders, to 
communicate any changes in licensing or regulatory processes and facilitate coordination 
between Markets and the City.  This meeting should take place before the applications for 
licenses and exemptions are sent out. 
 
b) Limit mid-season changes in policy or application process.  While it is clear that some 
situations create an urgent need for policy or process changes, these changes have negative 
impacts on Markets, and should be limited to those that are absolutely necessary.  Any mid-
season changes should be communicated to Market stakeholders in a meeting similar to the 
annual regulatory review meeting. 
 
c) Cease double licensure of meat and dairy producers.  The Minnesota Constitution provides 
that “any person may sell or peddle the products of the farm or garden occupied and cultivated by 
him without obtaining a license therefor.”  The City of Minneapolis is arguably violating this portion 
of the Minnesota Constitution by requiring City licenses for meat and dairy producers. 
Additionally, this license is redundant to the State food safety licenses required by all meat, liquid 
dairy and cheese processors.  No City license should be required for meat and dairy producers 
selling their own farm products, and they should be included in the “exempt” category for issues 
such as the 60% “exempt” vendor requirement for Farmers Market licenses. 
 



7) Minimally Alter Municipal Market Ordinance 
 
a) Draft an addition to the Municipal Market ordinance that would specifically allow and define the 
Farmers Market Annex as a for-profit venture directly contiguous to the Municipal Market, and 
provide for its licensure. 
 
b) Remove the complete prohibition on sales of food intended for immediate consumption in the 
Nicollet Mall market. 



 
 
The chart below shows the number of vendor hours per year at each farmers market in Minneapolis, a 
rough estimate of the “scale” of various farmers markets around the city.  Figures were calcuated by 
multiplying the number of market vendors by the number of hours that each market was scheduled to 
be open in 2010.  Vendor hours for the 21 mini markets are aggregated and shown as a group below.  
Detailed figures for all of the markets is provided on page 2. 
 

 
 
 
 
Vendor Hours per year  

Market  Vendor Hours Per Year 

Minneapolis – Lyndale  58,422

Minneapolis – Nicollet  18,000

Midtown  9,390

Mill City  7,680

Kingfield  2,700

Northeast  2,520

Mini‐Markets  2,229

University of Minnesota  1,120

Uptown  540

      Total:  102,601

 
Prepared December 10, 2010 



Municipal Markets   Vendors/day  days/week  hours/day  hours/week  weeks/year  days/year  hours/year 

25  1  4.5  4.5  24  24  108 

y)  50  1  5  5  27  27  135 

y)  30  1  4  4  22  22  88 

)  60  1  4  5  24  24  120 

20  1  4  4  6  6  24 

mmer, wkend)  84  2  7  14  26  52  364 

mmer, wk day)  30  5  7  35  26  130  910 

nter)  7  1  3  3  26  26  78 

mmer)  60  1  12  12  23  23  276 

ring/fall)  20  1  12  12  6  6  72 

30  1  4  4  21  21  84 

nesota  20  1  4  4  14  14  56 

6  1  6  6  15  15  90 

rkets                    2,405 

             

Vendors/day  days/week  hours/day  hours/week  weeks/year  days/year  hours/year 

4  1  2  2  11  11  22 

ern "Be Fit Health"  3  1  4  4  13  13  52 

5  1  3  3  16  16  48 

2  1  3  3  14  14  42 

2  1  2  2  14  14  28 

4  1  4  4  13  13  52 

l  2  1  2  2  14  14  28 

1  1  1.5  1.5  11  11  16.5 

1  1  2  2  13  13  26 

4  1  3  3  19  19  57 

1  1  2  2  7  7  14 

s   1  1  2  2  12  12  24 

n League   1  1  2.5  2.5  3  3  7.5 

2  1  4  4  13  13  52 

t   1  1  3  3  12  12  36 

st   2  1  3  3  12  12  36 

4  1  3  3  15  15  45 

ty Campus   2  1  3  3  14  14  42 

5  1  4.5  4.5  14  14  63 

h   2  2  3  6  13  26  78 

3  1  2  2  13  13  26 

rkets          795 

             

ets                    3,200 
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