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1. Q: Would a Northside Greenway be just for biking and walking, or could it include other things?

A: Depending on how it’s designed, a greenway could include space for additional amenities, like gardens, public art, community gathering space (like benches and BBQs), or other things. Grantees and community connectors would be asked to explain the possible amenities and gather input on them as part of their engagement work.

2. Q: Can people who receive funding to do engagement about the greenway state their personal opinions about the greenway if asked?

A: All people and groups that receive funds to do engagement about the greenway are expected to conduct that engagement in as neutral a way as possible and not advocate for any particular position.  Grantees may state their own personal opinions if asked, but should also share other opinions and perspectives that they have heard. The engagement is focused on hearing all opinions and ideas.

3. Q: What is the difference between the community connectors and the micro-grants? Are the micro-grants more about holding events?

A: Both community connectors and micro-grantees will be focused on gathering qualitative input from residents in an unbiased way and on creating opportunities for residents to talk with each other and share their opinions and ideas about the greenway. 

Community connectors are individuals who will leverage their own relationships to engage people (for example, reaching out to members of their church or mosque, their schools, and other groups they belong to). Much of this engagement will involve one-on-one or small group conversations and attending existing events instead of planning new events (although new events are possible as well). Community connectors will also work consistently over the course of four months to conduct engagement activities.

Micro-grants will go to organizations as opposed to individuals. Micro-grantee applicants have a lot of flexibility in what activities they may implement in order to engage residents; however, holding large events (or attending existing events) may be part of micro-grant work plans.  These events may be held in addition to other engagement activities like door-knocking.


4. Q: How far out did surveys go from the existing proposed route during the 2014 engagement efforts?

A: Doors were knocked on the proposed route and one block off of it.

5. Q: How far south of Plymouth Ave N could engagement efforts focus?

A: Engagement efforts south of Plymouth Ave N should focus on the Sumner-Glenwood (Heritage Park), Harrison, and Near North neighborhoods.

6. Q: Should micro-grant applications focus on engaging people living directly on the route, or can they focus on others as well?

A: North of Plymouth Avenue, people living on or near the proposed route are a primary target population; however, grant funds can also be used to target the larger North Minneapolis community as well, with a focus on the following Northside residents: African-American, Asian American/Pacific Islander, Latino, Native American, people who do not speak English as a first language, people from other cultural communities, people with disabilities, youth, older adults, people with limited or no access to a vehicle, renters, and other groups that were not well-represented in previous engagement efforts.

7. Q: How can the micro-grant funds be spent?

A: Funds can be spent on staff time, stipends, engagement materials, supplies, food, and other expenses directly related to completing proposed outreach activities.

8. Q: Are there any liability concerns about including filming as part of engagement activities?

A: Filming can be part of engagement activities; staff from the Alliance for Metropolitan Stability and the City of Minneapolis can work with micro-grantees on getting photo/video released forms developed if necessary.

9. Q: Do applicants need to be a 501(c)3? 
A: Yes. However, groups who are not 501(c)3 organizations may work with a fiscal sponsor that is an established 501(c)3 to apply for funding. Applications from organizations that apply to be a host site for community connectors will likely score higher if they are an existing 501(c)3 because of the additional administrative capacity necessary to issue stipends to the community connectors.



10. Q: Has most of the work been completed in Jordan and other neighborhoods north of Plymouth Avenue N? Can grantees still target these areas?

A: Yes, grantees can still target these areas. While these communities have already received focused engagement around this project, gaps still remain

11. Q: Can micro-grantee applications include block parties as an activity?

A: Yes – block parties are an example of an activity where residents can come together, learn more about the greenway, and talk about their ideas, opinions, and concerns with each other. This type of activity is eligible for funding.

12. Q: Could youth or seniors be target communities for engagement?

A: Yes, both groups are eligible to be target communities

13. Q: Can micro-grantees use funds to purchase incentives (like gift cards) for resident participation in engagement activities?’

A: Incentives like gift cards are not an allowable expense; however, grantees can use funds to pay for things that will encourage residents to attend events, such as food, childcare, and translation services.



Greenway funding opportunities are available at the Alliance for Metropolitan Stability’s website at http://www.metrostability.org/news/article.php?sid=Announcing_Two_Funding_Opportunities. 
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