
Youth Violence Prevention Executive Committee Minutes 
August 26, 2014 

Minneapolis City Hall, Room 333 
 
 

Members Present: Titilayo Bediako, Dale Blyth, Eloisa Echavez, Cam Gordon, Mayor Betsy Hodges, Barbara McMorris, Khalid 
Mohamed, Dr. Happy Reynolds, Gene Roehlkepartain, Wokie Weah 

Members Absent: Tracine Asberry, Bianca Dawkins, Sherenia Gibbs, Chief Harteau, V.J. Smith, Darrell Young, Shane Zahn 

Staff/Guests Present: Gretchen Musicant, Sasha Cotton, Josh Peterson, Rachel Oberg-Hauser, Evan Barnett, Nicole 
Archbold, Jason Matlock, Bruce Folkens, Oliviah Walker, Diane Haugesag, Paul Rebman, Julie Young-Burns, Aria 
Weatherspoon, Connie Rhodes, Jared Erdmann 

Agenda Item Discussion Action Steps/ Discussion 
Welcome and 
Introductions 
 

 
The meeting was called to order by Wokie Weah at 2:05 p.m. 
Members and staff introduced themselves and gave a short answer to 
the question: “What is one thing you’ve done around youth violence 
prevention over the summer to report/highlight?” Many activities 
were highlighted.   

 
 

Mayor’s 
Updates/Discussion 
 

• The 2015 budget includes investments in youth violence 
prevention – money for extension of youth outreach program 
downtown (through YCB), continuing work with at-risk youth 
(identifying them), programming for parents of adolescents, 
addressing the sex trafficking issue through the City Attorney’s 
office, and funding for domestic violence program. Crime 
prevention specialists are built into the base budget. 

• She is now a member of Mayors Against Illegal Guns.  
• The Mayor mentioned her blog post on Ferguson and what it 

means to Minneapolis & the disparities in the City. (see link)  
• The Council is deliberating on the budget now – it will be 

finalized in December. Cam Gordon urged the Committee to let 
Council know if anything is missing.  

• Sept. 16- MHD discussing Mayor’s budget 
• Governing for Racial Equity – most recent convening in 

Minneapolis 
• My Brother’s Keeper – big push by President. She was one of 8 

Mayors in the country invited to the announcement. Much 
opportunity here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.MayorHodges.com 
 

Police Department 
Updates/Discussion  
 

Bruce Folkens reported that the SROs (School Resource Officers) 
have been working with the schools over the summer. He thanked 
the City for its support of these officers. 

 
 
 

Coordinator’s Update 
- National Forum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Sasha reported that National Forum’s site visit is scheduled for 
Sept. 23-24. 10-15 people will be coming from several branches 
of government. An Executive Committee luncheon with the 
delegation is being planned for Sept. 23 from 12-2. It will be a 
chance to share committee members’ work & an 
exchange/discussion with the delegation. Forum members want 
to see work “on the ground”. Are interested in bridging the gap 
between city & national bodies.  

 
 

Tentative agenda & 
luncheon information are 
being sent under separate 
cover.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mayorhodges.com/
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Agenda Item Discussion Action Steps/ Discussion 

- 6-month review 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Retreat 
 
- Next steps/ 

planning 

• Sasha & Coral have had further conversation with US Attorney 
Andy Luger. He has asked what we are doing with the report 
recommendations he conducted for the Blueprint. They have 
been considered & incorporated into new Blueprint. He is 
willing to play a specific role or assign a staff person to do work 
with the Committee. Important for Committee to come up with 
a specific ask for him.  

• 7 sessions of police-youth dialogues were held at UROC. Youth 
and 3-4 officers participated. BUILD curriculum used. Open 
sharing, relationship building. Both parties had great feedback. 
Worth replicating. 11 youth “graduated” from program. Will 
look at broader city population if replicated. 

• Pop-up parks – good feedback from community members. Lots 
of collaboration with Parks, YCB. Community engagement tool. 
Branding the Blueprint – large banners at every event.  

• Micro-grants awarded to 6 organizations (formerly “Summer 
612”). Final showcase of all presentations on Oct. 9 or 10.  

• Attended League of Cities training – topic of restorative justice 
& diversion. 

• Attended Defending Childhood training in Memphis. Topic on 
young people’s exposure to violence. 

• National Forum continuation application submitted.  
• Will be attending Be More campaign training in CO. Working 

with men & boys on reduction of violence. 
• Minneapolis Youth Congress – has new app 
• Ruuti youth engagement concept– Dale explained idea. We will 

send out the concept and additional information to Executive 
Committee. 

• Sasha would like to hold a strategic planning retreat with the 
Executive Committee in early 2015. 

• Want to circle back in community. What have we done & what 
can we do better? NCR dept. will help with dialogues.  

Luger report being sent 
under separate cover. 
 
Mayor offered to call 
Attorney Luger re his 
involvement with 
Executive Committee & 
Forum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Details re final showcase 
will be sent to committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New app will be posted to 
YVP website.  
Ruuti concept paper being 
sent under separate 
cover. 

Appointments for next 
term 

Applications/reapplications are due to the City Clerk’s office by 
Friday, October 10. Looking for ideas of who should be at the table. 
Please let Sasha know if you have ideas. 

Applications have been 
sent electronically & will 
be sent again to all 
members. 

Policy workgroup 
report back 

Committee has met a few times. Goal is to use research to inform 
policy re youth violence prevention. Broad areas focusing on: 
• Budget – financial investment – where do we need to increase 

public investment? Is City budget aligned with Blueprint goals? 
Surveyed different departments on their investment.  

• Strengthen capacity of professionals who work with youth – 
what can we provide training on? Target is bus drivers, park 
staff, SROs – start small; youth-involved, youth-led.  

• Child protection – City could help with providing access to 
services, persons advocating for families into services – city 
working w/county.   

Idea: Look into offering as 
a POST course for CEU 
hours for police officers. 
IGR dept. – soliciting ideas 
now for legislation. Put on 
IGR’s radar.  
 
 
Cam will share the white 
paper produced by the 
Urban Scholar in his office. 
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Agenda Item Discussion Action Steps/ Discussion 
Expanding the scope to 
include childhood 
exposure to violence 

Would like to convene experts on how childhood exposure to 
violence leads to youth violence – through victimization and as 
perpetrator 
Want to find small things we can do to incorporate exposure to 
violence into our work 
Mayor has made commitment to early childhood work 
 

 

Adjourn Meeting adjourned at 4 PM  
 


