
Ebola risk remains very low; it’s important 
to know and understand why 
With all the current talk and intense media coverage about Ebola, people are feeling concerned. 
It is important to get the facts from trusted, reliable sources. Ebola is not circulating in 
Minnesota. The Minneapolis Health Department is working closely with Hennepin County 
Public Health and the Minnesota Department of Health to monitor the situation and ensure that 
the public health community is ready to respond in a planned and science-based manner if 
needed.  Surveillance for, and investigation of, infectious diseases of all kinds is what public 
health does daily. 

Fears about Ebola can easily run high, even when actual risk continues to remain low. With that 
in mind, you are encouraged to read this fact sheet from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and to share it with others you know to learn and understand more about Ebola.  

The concerns about Ebola serve as a reminder that there are many infectious diseases circulating 
at any given time and that every day we need to follow good infection control practices. Basic 
precautions include:  

• Washing your hands frequently. 
• Covering your mouth with a tissue or shirt sleeve when you cough or sneeze. 
• Staying home when you’re sick and not coming to work. 
• Getting your annual flu shot. 
• Maintaining a clean work environment (particularly in public access spaces).  

Where can I find more information about 
Ebola? 
Materials and information from medical and emergency professionals can be found on the 
websites for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the World Health Organization, and 
the Minnesota Department of Health. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website on Ebola: http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/ 

Minnesota Department of Health website on Ebola: 
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/diseases/vhf/ 

World Health Organization website on Ebola: http://www.who.int/csr/disease/ebola/en/ 

For more information, please contact the Health Department at 612-673-2301 
or cityhealthpreparedness@minneapolismn.gov, or visit 
www.minneapolismn.gov/health/preparedness. 
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