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BLUEPRINT FOR ACTION 
Quarterly Report 

January – March 2012 
 

GOAL #1  Every young person in Minneapolis is supported by at least one 
trusted adult in their family or their community.  
 
Recommendation 1A  
Ensure there is a trusted adult in the life of every young person in Minneapolis by 
increasing the number of quality mentoring opportunities for young people, along with 
proper training for mentors of all ages and backgrounds.  
 
Action 
• Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Greater Twin Cities served 837 Minneapolis youth, 

who were matched with carefully screened, trained and supported mentors:  BBBS 
served 554 youth through its Community-Based mentoring program, and 283 through 
its Site-Based programs.  Of these youth, 88 were in new matches made during the 
quarter. 

• METP staff coordinated the “Caring Adults in the Lives of Young People” workshop, 
presented at the Minneapolis PARTNERS for Youth conference February 10. Alyssa 
Banks (MDHFS) moderated a panel comprised of V.J. Smith (MAD DADS), Shaina 
Abraham (YouthCARE), Andre Dukes (Northside Achievement Zone), Abdul 
Mohamed (Ka Joog), and Ashley Bemmels (Mentoring Partnership of MN). 

• The Young Women's Mentoring Program completed the MN Mentoring Partnership 
Quality Mentoring Assessment Path (QMAP) and received “Dedicated Partner” status.  
The purpose of the QMAP is to raise the quality of Minnesota's mentoring programs 
through a structured, systematic process.  It guides mentoring organizations through an 
extensive assessment of program management, mentor training, operations and 
evaluation methods, based on best practice guidelines. 

o (5) 15-18 year old “Youth Mentors” participated in 41 work readiness, 
leadership and life skills development experiential and/or training workshops 
with 70 contacts made. 

o (65) 6-14 year old girls participated in weekly youth development and group 
mentoring activities with 15-18 year old “Youth Mentors” from their community 
and adult program staff and volunteers. 

• 15 youth in the Gang Intervention and Mentorship program visited 4 nursing homes 
and provided arts and crafts projects for residents. After each experience mentors had 
conversations about intergeneration. The program also served food to the homeless on 3 
different occasions and processed the experience. They shared the profound impact that 
the field trips had in their lives “This experience made me appreciate what I have and 
where I live” or “This makes me understand old people better” is an example of their 
expressions during process time after the experiences.  The mentorship program has had 
over 1000 interactions with mentors and mentees since June 2010.  Interactions have 
included relationships with parents, advocating in school and with parole officers as 
well as activities. 

 
Recommendation 1B  
Increase the number of private businesses providing jobs through the City of 
Minneapolis’ STEP-UP program to give more young people the opportunity for 
employment and positive interactions with engaged adults.  
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Action  
• STEP-UP staff continues efforts to increase the number of private sector STEP-UP 

jobs. Year to date, 702 jobs have been pledged for Summer 2012. In 2011, there were 
705 private sector jobs, total. 
 

Recommendation 1C  
Strengthen the coordination of public and private youth programs, services and 
opportunities.  
 
Action 
• Minneapolis Public Schools Student Support Services made a presentation to city wide 

youth workers on the topic of Youth Violence Prevention. Julie Young Burns and Kate 
Houghton were the presenters.  

• METP conducted the Minneapolis PARTNERS for Youth Conference February 10. 
Approximately 100 youth serving professionals, from more than 50 organizations and 
government entities, came together to share their work. Local experts in youth 
development presented workshops on Caring Adults  in the Lives of Young People, 
Engaging Parents in Your Youth Programs, Addressing Bullying, Legal Issues for Older 
Teens, How to Authentically Engage Youth Through Evaluation and Helping Teens 
Succeed in the Workplace. Thirty-five attending organizations hosted information tables 
in order to facilitate and strengthen connections for youth programming. 

• METP Staff continues to coordinate Northside STEM (Science, Engineering, 
Technology & Math) initiative efforts with the MN Department of Employment & 
Economic Development (DEED). A STEM mapping project for north Minneapolis 
youth is in development as is planning for mini IT and health camps. 

• The Sixth Annual Teen Job Fair, hosted by Hennepin County Library, METP, DEED, 
Mall of America and Achieve Minneapolis, reached 900 teens and 100 adults. Teens 
were able to apply for jobs, learn about internships and volunteer opportunities and 
attend workshops about job searching, creating a good resume, and interviewing. 

 
Recommendation 1D  
Increase the number of high-quality community-based youth programs, services and 
opportunities, including leadership training. Equip these organizations and their 
leaders with the skills needed to direct youth away from violence and towards positive 
alternatives.  
 
Action 
• Minneapolis Public Schools Check and Connect has hired 15 new staff members 

through Americorp. Check and Connect supports students at greatest risk to drop-out. 
The grant money to support this program is coming through the Americorp Promise 
Fellow program.  

• Hennepin County Libraries Teen Tech Interns is a youth development program 
employing 5 teens to deliver music and video production workshops for their peers.  A 
total of 4 workshops attracted 22 teens. 

 
Recommendation 1E  
Reestablish Minneapolis Police liaisons in Public Schools to give young people 
opportunities to build positive relationships with the Minneapolis Police and to 
strengthen coordination between schools, parks and police.  
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Action 
• Minneapolis Public Schools is providing two support cars that will assist School 

Resource Officers in the afternoon during the spring time.  
 
Recommendation 1F  
Provide year-round You^th Are Here bus service so that young people have safe 
reliable transportation to services and activities.  
 
Recommendation 1G  
Give young people safe spaces for activities during out-of-school times by increasing the 
hours when Library, Park and School buildings are open.  
 
Action 
• Hennepin County Library served 847 youth at the Franklin Teen Center. These youth 

participated in a variety of programs, including Chess Club, Design Club and Young 
Achievers.  

• Teen volunteers from libraries all over Hennepin County created personalized Valentine 
Cards for 1150 library patrons who receive books through the “At Home” service or at 
nursing homes or assisted living centers. This gives youth an opportunity to give back to 
their community. 

 
Recommendation 1H  
Provide young people with consistent, effective and meaningful violence prevention 
training by developing a shared curriculum and coordinated training program for the 
Minneapolis Libraries, Parks, and Schools.  
 
Action 
• 85% of the Minneapolis Public Schools have implemented social skills programs.  

• David Carson, grant coordinator for the Minneapolis BUILD initiative, hosted a two 
day training March 27- 28.  This is the first time MDHFS has invited the broader 
community to participate in the program, which was piloted for the past 18 months at 
Nellie Stone Johnson Beacons, Stadium View School and Shiloh Temple Evening 
Reporting Center. Representatives from Brooklyn Park police department, Zanewood 
Community Center, Humble Beginnings, MPS and Metro YMCA participated in the 
training.  Plans are underway to have David trained as a BUILD facilitator so that 
MDHFS can continue to introduce other community based agencies to BUILD.  BUILD 
is a 10 week gang prevention and intervention program for youth ages 8-17 years old.  
In 2011 Minneapolis BUILD was able to expose 512 youth to the curriculum. 

 
Recommendation 1I  
Increase the number of training and support programs available for parents of 
teenagers so they have the knowledge, tools, education and resources to spot early 
warning signs and raise teens that do not condone or engage in violence.  
 
Action 
• The City of Minneapolis DHFS is funding parents support group programs through the 

summer and fall of 2012. The support groups will focus on providing social support, 
education and practical skill building activities for parents of teens (ages 10-18). 
Support group programming addresses key issues such as: active listening and effective 
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communication, how to effectively deal with your anger and your teen’s anger, positive 
cultural identity, building self-esteem, helping kids deal with peer pressure including 
possible youth violence and gang involvement, healthy relationships, anticipatory 
guidance related to adolescent issues such as sexual health, smoking, alcohol use and 
drugs and developing a consistent parenting style. 
 

Recommendation 1J  
Increase teenage pregnancy prevention programs in Minneapolis, so teens do not 
become parents before they have completed their own education or before they are 
prepared to take on the responsibility of raising children.  
 
Recommendation 1K  
Reduce the number of second children to teen parents by connecting every teen parent 
with health, education and parenting resources to ensure that they have the tools they 
need to raise healthy children.  
 
 
GOAL #2  Intervene at the first sign that youth and families are at risk for 
or involved in violence.  
 
Recommendation 2A  
Find meaningful employment for young people who may be more difficult to employ by 
expanding the summer employment programs for at-risk youth, expanding the City's 
STEP-UP youth jobs program, and better connecting to County employment programs 
for youth already in the justice system.  
 
Action 
• METP continues to work with the City Coordinator’s Office to increase fundraising to 

expand STEP-UP.  

• The Otto Bremer Foundation awarded STEP-UP $100,000. 

• A DEED grant of $850,000 enables METP to expand the STEP-UP program. 

• METP met its goal of creating 50 more STEP-UP non-profit jobs in 2012. 

• Congressman Ellison visited North4 in February, a program to train and employ gang 
affiliated youth. David Carson and Jan Fondell were key players in creating this 
innovative program. Stories on MPR and in the StarTribune highlighted the program. 
Currently METP is applying for a grant from the Department of Labor to help expand 
the program. 

 
Recommendation 2B  
Provide focused attention and resources toward early intervention with juvenile 
offenders by establishing the juvenile supervision center and maintaining the 
Minneapolis Police Department's juvenile unit.  

 
Recommendation 2C  
Develop a standard protocol and train adults to use it in parks, schools and health care 
facilities in the aftermath of critical violent incidents so that those incidents can be used 
to educate young people on the ways to prevent and de-escalate violent behavior. 
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Action 
• MDHFS, in collaboration with Councilmember Don Samuels office, MPS, NorthPoint, 

Cookie Cart, MAD-DADS, and other community based organizations, launched a 
community response protocol in the aftermath of a youth homicide. The pilot initiative 
aims to connect with Minneapolis youth affected by the loss of a peer due to violence. 
The protocol is a formalized plan for City employees and community-based service 
providers collaborating to create space for safe and productive conversations and 
resources for dealing with grief. To date the community response protocol has been 
implemented five times. Three listening sessions were held with topics covering coping 
with grief and trauma and over 50 adults and youth have participated.  Councilmember 
Don Samuels was interviewed December 30th  Check out the piece on KARE 11: 
http://www.kare11.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1351414026001&odyssey=mod|tvideo|
endslate  

• MAD DADS has held 2 vigils for murder victims, helps families arrange funerals, 
offers counseling for depression and grief, helps families and youth in a positive way 
and tries to maintain peace around the situation, speaking to youth on positive change to 
deal with the horror of violent acts. MAD DADS encourages youth to leave gangs, 
drugs, crime and violence and attend support groups for mentoring, resources and 
positive life tools. MAD DADS deals with families that are in grief and trauma, 
working with them, the community, and the police department to deal with the violence 
from murder of their children, supporting the police department and the community in 
raising funds for reward offers. 

• North Minneapolis Grief Trauma and Loss Group – At a visit by the Governor 
earlier this year to North Minneapolis to discuss youth violence prevention, addressing 
the grief and loss experienced by many in the community was identified as a key need. 
A work group was formed to take an inventory of current efforts and make a 
recommendation to the Governor. The group is co-chaired by Gretchen Musicant and 
Rev. Staten.  V.J. Smith and Mary Johnson from the YVP Executive Committee are also 
members of the group. A report to the Governor should be ready by May.   

• Minneapolis Hospital Based Youth Violence Intervention Program(MY-VIP)-Ami 
Wazlawik, MY-VIP intern, has been working with YVP colleagues as well as staff at 
hospitals and community-based organizations to revamp and prepare to pilot the 
program at Hennepin County Medical Center. The program provides support and 
service referrals to youth who end up in the ED as a result of violence. The goal is to 
have the pilot up and running by summer 2012. A January 2nd StarTribune article about 
a drop in gunshot injury-related hospitalizations summarized a number of initiatives that 
DHFS is spearheading including North4, the community response protocol, and the 
MY-VIP program with Trauma 1 Hospitals 
http://www.startribune.com/local/minneapolis/136510218.html 

 
Recommendation 2D  
Establish and promote a youth help line to give young people a safe, confidential way to 
report trouble or seek help.  
 
Action 
• MPS continues to implement Youth Violence Prevention training. During Youth 

Violence Prevention Week a tool kit was created and posters were entered in the City-
wide poster contest. 

 
 

http://www.kare11.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1351414026001&odyssey=mod|tvideo|endslate
http://www.kare11.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1351414026001&odyssey=mod|tvideo|endslate
http://www.startribune.com/local/minneapolis/136510218.html
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Recommendation 2E  
Establish policies and training making every library, park and school a nonviolence 
zone, so that young people see nonviolence being actively practiced and do not see 
violence being ignored or condoned by adults at facilities that are meant to be safe 
places for learning and activities.  
 
Recommendation 2F  
Support alternatives to suspension and expulsion in Minneapolis schools as a way to 
determine effective tools and policies to prevent violence and address violent incidents.  
 
Action  
• MPS School Support Services continues to implement Restorative Justice Programs 

through the Legal Rights Center. 55 students have been served.  

• MAD DADS goes into Minneapolis Public Schools twice a week with the C.O.P.S. 
Enrichment Program; helping  school officials deal with troubled youth; mentoring 
youth to encourage them to stay in school and refrain from crime, gangs, drugs and 
violence and giving them positive alternatives to deal with anger, grief and depression 
and violence in their lives. 

 
Recommendation 2H  
Increase training and support programs for parents of at-risk teenagers, including 
juvenile re-entry, so that these parents have the knowledge, tools and resources they 
need to get their kids back on the right track.  
 
Action 
• MAD DADS connects with youth at the Hennepin County Home School around gang 

intervention and prevention every Wednesday. This program reaches 15-20 individuals 
each week; reaching out to help youth reclaim their life in society free from crime, 
drugs, gangs and violence by teaching tools to positive alternatives and a support system 
when they are released.  MAD DADS holds a support group with 45-50 youth weekly 
encouraging them to have a life free from drugs, gangs, crime and violence, helping 
them deal with anger and depression in positive ways.  

• Youthline BUILD Street Reach program came to an end March 30, 2012. During the 
program over 2000 contacts were made with youth on the streets, in the parks, as well as 
with other youth service agencies focused in the Folwell, Hawthorne, Jordan, Willard 
and Near North neighborhoods. The targets were youth who were or appeared to be 
disconnected from programs or services; resources were either provided or 
recommended. With limited resources, the Park Board is continuing the program on a 
smaller scale in the surrounding areas of Folwell, Farview, and North Commons Parks.  

 
Recommendation 2I  
To strengthen the existing youth drug & alcohol use community-wide coalition to 
include a dedicated focus on the intersection of alcohol use & violence in 10-24 year 
olds.  Coalition efforts should specifically address youth binge drinking, youth access 
to alcohol, & messaging to youth & families.   
 
Recommendation 2J  
Provide young people who have an incarcerated parent with additional adult support by 
creating mentor programs that match these youth with individualized support.  
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Action 
• Big Brothers Big Sisters continued to operate its Mentoring Children of Prisoners 

(MCP) Program. It served 177 MCP-eligible youth residing in Minneapolis, 
including making 10 new matches with Minneapolis MCP-eligible youth. (These 
matched/youth served are also included in the total numbers of youth served, listed 
under Goal #1 above). 
 

Recommendation 2K  
Expand street level outreach, including bold door-to-door outreach that engages 
families and re-connects youth exhibiting risky behavior with quality education and 
employment opportunities.  
 
Action  
• MAD DADS attends a new program at Chicago and Franklin called the AMEN 

CORNER, reaching out to youth that hang out on the corners, in gangs, selling drugs 
and committing other crimes.  MAD DADS talks to them; encouraging them to attend 
support groups and helping them find positive alternatives to their lives and remain free 
from drugs, gangs, crime and violence, giving the youth and the community a voice to 
speak out about issues they have to deal with daily. 

• MAD DADS rides the city bus to help deter crime. The Peace Bus Program connects 
with approximately 200 youth weekly, encouraging them to attend support groups, and 
mentoring them to positive alternatives for their lives to remain free from crime, gangs, 
drugs and violence. MAD DADS Outreach team intervenes on daily bus rides, dealing 
with unruly youth and intervening in any acts of violence, by correcting their language, 
talking to them about their behavior, and/or calling police when necessary to put youth 
off the bus if they are causing any problems.  

 
 
GOAL #3  Do not give up on our kids, work to restore and get them back on 
track.  
 
Recommendation 3A  
Strengthen cross-jurisdictional mechanisms so that different parts of the juvenile justice 
system (probation, police, corrections, health care providers, community-based 
organizations, etc.) can better coordinate services and support systems for young 
offenders.  
 
Recommendation 3B  
Expand the scope and increase the funding of juvenile probation to better integrate 
young offenders back into the community. This should include incorporating youth 
development practices into probation instead of solely focusing on punishment and 
monitoring.  
 
Recommendation 3C  
Implement a comprehensive assessment tool that identifies a juvenile's mental health 
needs and related needs and connects them to available services without risking self- 
incrimination.  
 
Recommendation 3D  
Decrease re-offense rates by better connecting youth offenders to educational 
opportunities, employment skills and health care services.  
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Action  
• METP staff has been working on the Department of Labor’s “Serving Young Adult Ex-

Offenders through Training and Service-Learning” grant and also an RFP soliciting 
providers for the year-round WIA program, which will be released April 19, 2012. 

 
Recommendation 3E  
Expand restorative justice programs for youth offenders, which have been shown to 
effectively reduce re-offenses by reintegrating offenders into the community, and enable 
offenders to assume active responsibility for their actions.  
 
Recommendation 3F  
Strengthen and expand proven after-care models to ensure that each youth returning 
from out of home placement has a comprehensive plan to re-enter their community. 
Better engage community and faith organizations in helping to provide after-care 
solutions for these youth and their families.  
 
Recommendation 3G  
Develop relevant and culturally appropriate rites of passage to support a more 
comprehensive process for youth offenders to re-enter the community. Helping these 
youth and their families will alleviate many community concerns and buoy their 
confidence and civic engagement.  
 
Recommendation 3H  
Expand sentencing options for youth to include comprehensive and intense behavioral 
training and therapy for young offenders and their families. Ensure that support 
systems for youth offenders are extended to strengthen the families these youth come 
from and return to.  
 
Recommendation 3I 
Ensure that support systems for youth offenders are extended to strengthen the 
families these youth come from and return to. 
 
 
GOAL #4: Recognize that violence is learned and can be unlearned by 
reducing the impact of violent messages in our media, culture and 
entertainment.  
 
Recommendation 4A  
Work with local experts and youth to develop a local public education campaign to 
ensure that young people and our entire community see their roles and responsibilities 
in stopping violence, while providing the knowledge and tools to reduce violence and 
safely intervene when violence occurs.  
 
Action  
• Minneapolis Public Schools has put together a Summer Strong Committee which is a 

cross jurisdictional campaign for parents, students and community members. It 
coordinates summer programming information to ensure that all Minneapolis children 
and youth have a safe and productive summer. 

• MAD DADS conducts a weekly Blog talk internet radio program, reaching out to youth 
and the community to give out information on resources and invite listeners to support 
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groups. Communication helps youth to talk about their problems and issues in the 
community, giving them a voice and connecting them with trusted adults.  

• Community Photovoice Project The Downtown Improvement District and MDHFS 
are working on a collaborative “photovoice” photography project with 15 youth from 
the North Community YMCA and Division of Indian Work. The project explores how 
young people experience and perceive the issue of youth violence, what community 
assets exist to prevent youth violence and what opportunities they see to improve peace 
and safety in their neighborhoods.  The project will culminate in a youth photo exhibit 
and public art installation by wrapping graffiti covered utility boxes in downtown 
Minneapolis with colorful images, and raising awareness about youth violence. The 
project will also feature a community-wide photo contest in which residents can submit 
their own photos related to the project theme and have the chance to have their photo 
wrapped on a utility box. Alyssa Banks was recently interviewed on MDH 
Commissioner Ed Ehlinger’s “Public Health Journal” about her experience using 
photovoice in youth violence prevention as well as in public health programs as a 
community engagement strategy. The show is scheduled to air in the coming weeks on 
Metro Cable Network Channel 6. 

• The City of Minneapolis is sponsoring its second annual Summer 612: Unlearning the 
Culture of Violence Initiative, a campaign and microgrant program that promotes 
violence prevention among youth and provides opportunities for peaceful summer 
activities. The goals of the initiative aim to:  

o Raise awareness of the issue of the culture of violence and identify positive 
alternatives 

o Provide at least 1000 Minneapolis youth between the ages of 10-17 with the 
opportunity to express themselves through creative and positive outlets.  

o Build capacity of youth to develop leadership and unique job skills while 
interacting with professionals in a specific industry.  
 

The program is geared toward all Minneapolis youth, ages 10 to 17. A nonprofit 
organization must partner with youth on the application and program. However, the 
hope is that all programs contain a strong youth-led component.  

 
Recommendation 4B  
Recognize that youth violence is a national problem and Minneapolis should lead the 
discussion by partnering with other mayors and leaders in other cities to form a 
national coalition against youth violence.  
 
Action 
• Councilmember Don Samuels served as the Minneapolis Youth Violence Prevention 

Representative at the April 4th Revisited: Saving Lives, Building Dreams, a national 
Town Hall Meeting on Wednesday, April 4, 2012.  Prevention Institute’s UNITY initiative 
has partnered with the Martin Luther King III Institute for Social Justice & Human Rights to 
honor and advance Dr. King’s vision of peace and non-violence.  The event highlighted local 
youth violence prevention efforts and marks April 4th as a day for building momentum for 
non-violence and peaceful communities and the launch of a national two-year youth violence 
prevention initiative, Community Peace and Thriving Youth. 
http://preventioninstitute.org/press/press-releases/840-media-advisory-april-4th-revisited-
saving-lives-building-dreams.html  

• The National Forum on Youth Violence Prevention is a national network of federal and 
local stakeholders promoting the balanced use of prevention, intervention, enforcement and 

http://preventioninstitute.org/press/press-releases/840-media-advisory-april-4th-revisited-saving-lives-building-dreams.html
http://preventioninstitute.org/press/press-releases/840-media-advisory-april-4th-revisited-saving-lives-building-dreams.html
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reentry to prevent youth violence.  Six cities have been working through the Forum to create 
and now implement strategic plans.  Minneapolis was one of a few non-participant cities 
invited to this year’s summit.  The Forum will be taking proposals for 4 more cities to 
become participant communities.  Gretchen Musicant attended the Summit to network with 
others doing similar work and to assess the possibility of Minneapolis becoming a Forum 
city. http://www.marketwatch.com/story/national-summit-draws-white-house-federal-and-
local-leaders-to-examine-youth-violence-prevention-2012-04-01 

• Alyssa Banks will travel to participate in a Congressional Tri-Caucus Briefing : Youth 
Violence as a Public Health Issue on Friday, April 27th, regarding the prevention of 
violence that affects youth. This briefing is an opportunity to reinforce the effectiveness of a 
public health approach in supporting health, safety, and equity. 

The briefing is sponsored by the Congressional Tri-Caucus: Congressional Black Caucus, 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus, Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus; and 
UNITY (Urban Networks to Increase Thriving Youth).  This briefing will be moderated by 
Debra Prothrow-Stith and highlight evidence on what works to prevent violence, lessons 
from local public health departments, and contributions of public health to preventing 
violence. http://www.preventioninstitute.org/press/calendar/list-view/event/219.html  

• On January 6th, a news story on lower crime rates in Minneapolis said that “Mayor Rybak 
credits the City's Youth Violence Prevention initiative and the Blueprint for Action for this 
significant decline. ‘When violent crime peaked among youth in 2006, we honestly didn't 
know what do. Now we know what to do: the comprehensive, public-health approach to 
treating youth violence, which we developed in partnership with the community, has proven 
that it gets results.” 
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2012/01/minneapolis_violent_crime_continues_to_decrea
se.php   

• On December 29th, following the death of three year old Terrell Mayes Jr., the StarTribune 
published an editorial “ Don’t relax in the fight against violence” supporting more 
prevention, including implementation of the Youth Violence Prevention Blueprint. 
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/editorials/136346068.html  

 
Recommendation 4C  
Support sensible illegal gun laws and work to change community values around the 
acceptance of guns. This includes seeking stronger penalties for people who sell and 
distribute illegal guns, and profit from the sale and distribution of illegal guns to young 
people.  

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/national-summit-draws-white-house-federal-and-local-leaders-to-examine-youth-violence-prevention-2012-04-01
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/national-summit-draws-white-house-federal-and-local-leaders-to-examine-youth-violence-prevention-2012-04-01
http://www.preventioninstitute.org/press/calendar/list-view/event/219.html
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2012/01/minneapolis_violent_crime_continues_to_decrease.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2012/01/minneapolis_violent_crime_continues_to_decrease.php
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/editorials/136346068.html
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