
Denormalizing Lead Exposure 

The Minneapolis Department of 

Health and Family Support (MDHFS) 

takes the following steps when we  

receive a test result in the range of      

5 – 9 µg/dL: 

1.)  The child’s family is contacted both by phone 

and mail and provided with background informa-

tion on lead poisoning, as well as educated on ways 

to reduce lead exposure. 

2.)  The family is offered a free in-home visit from 

one of our community-based partners who special-

ize in lead poisoning prevention.   

3.) For those families who accept the in-home as-

sessment, one of our grantees visits the home, pro-

vides lead education, and performs dust wipe sam-

ples. 

4.) The results of the dust wipe samples are shared 

with the family and if the family rents their home, 

the results are also given to the property owner. 

5.) Community-based partners assist families and 

landlords to enroll into the City of Minneapolis’ and 

Hennepin County’s Lead Grant Programs.  For 

those who qualify, these programs help to cover 

some of the approved costs associated with making 

a home lead safe. 

In-Home Visits 

All families residing in           

Minneapolis and Hennepin 

Country are eligible to receive a 

free in-home visit and can apply 

for the Hennepin County Lead 

Grant Program.  However,   

families do need to meet income 

guidelines to qualify for grant 

assistance.  

Families do not need to be home 

owners to receive an in-home 

visit.  Our community based 

partners and the grant programs 

will work with landlords and 

property owners to help make 

the home lead safe. 

Families who are interested in 

receiving a free in-home visit can 

contact MDHFS at 612-673-2301.  

Clinics can also refer families    

directly to MDHFS for an             

in-home visit by faxing the       

attached referral form to 612-673-

3866.   
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Community Service Partners 

We have three grantees that provide direct services 

around lead poisoning: ClearCorps USA; Southeast 

Asian Community Council (SEACC); and             

Sustainable Resources Center (SRC).   

These organizations are located within the          

community and are able to offer services in English, 

Spanish, Lao, Hmong, Thai, and Somali.  In          

addition, the grantees also serve as advocates and 

provide other services and education around 

healthy homes, including radon and carbon       

monoxide, addressing fall hazards, mold           

elimination, rodent/pest prevention, and              

improvement of indoor air quality.  

Flyers and Information 

The Minnesota Department of 

Health (MDH) has several      

factsheets and brochures on lead 

poisoning prevention available 

free of charge on their website.  

The materials are offered in    

English, Spanish, Somali, 

Hmong, and Karen and can be 

downloaded by visiting  http://

www.health.state.mn.us/divs/

eh/lead/fs/index.html. 

If these materials are needed in 

additional languages, please   

contact MDHFS at 612-673-2301.   

Radon 

Did you know that January is Radon Action 

Month? 

What is radon?  Radon is an odorless, colorless, 

tasteless gas that occurs naturally in Minnesota soils 

and can enter homes primarily through cracks and 

openings in basement or foundation floors and 

walls.  

MDH estimates that one in three existing Minnesota 

homes have radon levels that pose a large health 

risk over many years of exposure.  

Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer in 

the United States and more than 21,000 deaths are 

attributed to radon each year. 

A key way to determine one’s exposure to radon is 

to test the home for radon.  MDHFS has received a 

limited number of radon kits from MDH.  If your 

clinic is interested in receiving a supply of kits and 

pamphlets on radon to hand out to your patients, 

please contact MDHFS at 612-673-2301. 

Lead Test Kits 

MDHFS  can provide your       

patients with free household lead 

test kits.  These kits are easy to 

use and can detect lead on any 

surface instantly.  To request a 

supply of these kits, please     

contact MDHFS at 612-673-2301.     
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