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ISSUE: 
 
Clarification of fire code requirements for emergency generators and their fuel supplies.  
  
CODE REQUIREMENTS:  
 
The generators are to conform to the requirements of section 604 of the MSFC. 
Diesel fuel tanks are to meet the requirements of Chapter 34 of the MSFC. 
Natural gas piping is to meet Minnesota State Mechanical Code requirements. 
 
PROBLEM:  
 
Some issues require clarification.  
 
ACCEPTABLE MEANS of COMPLIANCE:  
 
• Fuel tanks and doors opening into rooms that contain fuel tanks are to be marked with     
  appropriate 704 hazard designation signs. 
• Normal and emergency tank vents are to be piped to the outside of the building. 
• Tank fill connections are to be outside of the building. The fill connection is to be at least 10  
   feet from building openings and sources of ignition.  
• Generators that are required for life safety systems are to be separated from the remainder of  
   the building by at least 2 hour fire rated construction.  
• Exhaust pipes from Diesel driven generators are to be located so that it is obvious to  
  passersby that smoke issuing from a running generator is not smoke from a building fire.  
• When generators or day tanks are not located in the same room as the main fuel storage tank,  
  the supply and return piping is to consist of a double wall piping system. The pipe interstitial  
  space shall be automatically monitored to detect liquid. When a leak is detected a visual signal  
  is to be given in the pump room. When leaks are detected in piping systems of optional or  
  non-required standby systems the power to the fuel supply pump shall be shutoff.    
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