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ISSUE: 
 
 This policy is a compilation of requirements and design details for standpipe systems. 
 
CODE REQUIREMENTS: 
 

1. When standpipe are required: 
a. New buildings are required to have a standpipe system when it has an occupied 

floor located more than 30 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 
access or a floor level that is lower than 30 feet below the highest level of fire 
department vehicle access. 

b. Existing buildings are required to have standpipe when it has an occupied floor 
located more than 50 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 
access or a floor that is more than 50 feet below the highest level of fire 
department vehicle access. 

2. Acceptable types of systems: Standpipe are to be class 1 with 2 ½ inch hose valves for 
fire department use. 

3. Standpipe are to have a connected, automatic water supply of adequate capacity to 
supply 100 psi residual pressure at the hydraulically most remote hose valve. 

 Exceptions: 
a. Buildings, other than high-rise that are protected throughout by a sprinkler 

system, the water supply needs to only meet the demands of the sprinkler 
system. 

b. Open parking ramps may have dry standpipe without a connected water supply. 
 
PROBLEM:  
 
 This policy outlines when standpipe are required and details the acceptable design  
            criteria. 
 
MFD ACCEPTABLE COMPLIANCE: 
 

1. Standpipe that meet code requirements. (MSFC) 
2. Buildings that are a maximum of five (5) stories or 60 feet in height that have received a 

written waiver of pressure requirements from MFD Fire Prevention Bureau as outlined in 
MFD Policy #118 and that meet the design criteria in MFD Policy #119 are allowed to be 
designed to a 40 psi residual pressure at the most remote hose valve. 

3. Buildings with stairways that can not be heated are allowed to have the standpipe 
controlled by a dry pipe valve. 
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 4. Existing standpipe mounted on the exterior of a building are to be maintained and are  
                to meet the following criteria: 

a. Both the interior and exterior of the pipe must be free of excessive corrosion. 
  b. The hose valves and fire department connection are to be accessible, operable  
                            and have National Standard threads. 

c. The standpipe is to be securely mounted to the building. 
d. The standpipe must have passed a two (2) hour, 150 psi hydrostatic test     
     within the past five (5) years. The test is to be conducted by a licensed fire       
     protection contractor.  
 

 
Note: When more than 50% of an exterior standpipe needs to be repaired or replaced, the 
entire standpipe is to be removed and replaced with an interior standpipe which has a 
connected water supply. 

 
 Note: Non required exterior standpipe may be removed from the building when approved  
            by the Fire Marshal and the Historic Preservation Society. 
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