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ISSUE: 
 
 Access holes and identification signs are needed to locate and access fire hydrants  
 when they are located behind walls and barriers. 
  
CODE REQUIREMENTS:  
 
 Fire hydrants are required to be located, identified and accessed for immediate use by  
 firefighters. 
 
PROBLEM:  
 
 Sound barriers and similar walls erected along freeways and streets obstruct the ability  
 to visually locate and physically access fire hydrants which may be needed to supply  
 water for fire fighting operations.  
 
ACCEPTABLE MEANS of COMPLIANCE:  
 
 Access holes are to be provided in barriers that physically obstruct access to fire  
 hydrants.  
 One hole is required for each hydrant which is located along the barrier or street which  
 is parallel to the barrier. Where multiple hydrants are grouped together, one hole may be  
 adequate. 

1. The access opening is to be large enough to allow a 12 inch diameter ball to pass 
through. The center of the opening should be approximately 4 feet above grade on 
the highest side of the barrier. 

2. The openings may be covered with plywood or similar material on the side with the 
highest grade, provided it is attached by nails or knockoff bolts.  

3. When the barrier interferes with the visual locating of the hydrants identification 
signs shall be installed. The signs are to be permanently mounted above the access 
holes on both sides of the barrier within 1 foot of the top of the barrier. 

4. The signs are to meet MNDOT standards as shown on sheet 2 of this policy. 
5. The numbers assigned to each access hole must be approved by the Minneapolis Fire 

Dept. and are to correspond to addresses or cross streets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           # 5-4  
                Page #1 of 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MINNEAPOLIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU POLICY # 5-4 

FIRE HYDRANT ACCESS HOLES 
 
       Original Issue 3-7-01                   Last Revision 5-17-07                Page 2 of 2 

ACCEPTABLE MEANS of COMPLIANCE:  
 
 6. Acceptable signage: 
  The signs are to be 8” wide by 12” high with 1” radii. Letters and numbers are to  
  be white in color on a red hydrant icon on a white background. The sign is to be  
  fully reflectorized.  
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