City of Minneapolis
2004 Budget
Financial Overview
The Adopted 2004 Budget for all City funds represents a 1.6 percent increase in
spending from the 2003 adopted budget, from $1.11 billion to $1.13 billion.
When including transfer expense between city funds, the total increase is 3.6 percent,
from $1.20 billion to $1.24 billion. Transfers between funds increased by $26.8 million
due to changes in accounting practices as well as the result of adjustments needed to
account for the many organizational changes that have happened in the city. It is
anticipated that the transfer amount will decrease significantly from 2004 to 2005 as
more permanent budget changes are put in place to fully realize the organization
changes that have occurred.
Major Highlights
Many significant organizational and financial changes have occurred since the 2003
budget was adopted last December. The Adopted 2004 Budget builds on these many
changes, in addition to adding some new ones. It is important to be aware of these
major changes when making comparisons between budget years.
Some of the major changes include:
Ÿ

The State of Minnesota cut aid to Minneapolis by $35 million (on an annual
basis). Local Government Aid (LGA) from the State will be $82.5 million in year
2004 as compared to an original 2003 budget amount of $117.5 million. This
significant cut ended up being $1.8 million greater than what the City was to
receive based on final figures used during the conclusion of the legislative
session. The City responded to this significant revenue cut by reducing spending
early in 2003. The annualized impact of the decisions made in 2003 plus the
offsetting increases in other revenue results in departments not needing to make
additional cuts in 2004. However, the reduced service levels as a result of LGA
cuts will remain in effect.

Ÿ

The Adopted Budget is built on the assumption and projection that salary
and wage growth will be limited to two percent for all unsettled labor
contracts. This is significant because it avoided the need for additional cuts to
balance the budget within the available revenue. For example, in the General
Fund this saved $5.0 million in what otherwise would have been a likely cut to
positions. This wage cap was assumed across all bargaining units (unsettled)
regardless of funding source. This assumption was favorable in helping to
improve the projected financial performance of the Convention Center and
Parking Funds - two major funds that are showing weak financial performance as
a result of poor economic conditions. In addition, the lower wage growth
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assumption (from historical levels) also resulted in the ability to hold the line on
sewer, water, and solid waste fees increases without making staffing reductions.
Ÿ

The Council has approved the use of $12.5 million from the "Hilton Legacy
Fund" (a permanent transfer of funds) to pay outstanding pension
obligations. This decision will result in the City saving $1.5 million annually in
property tax levy by reducing debt service payments. The City will avoid having
to pay the taxable interest costs associated with pension bonds, as well.

Ÿ

The Adopted Budget is balanced - it includes both revenue increases and
spending reductions. The budget reflects a decision to look fully at all city
revenues (and not just general city revenue, such as the property tax levy and
LGA) to identify areas where current charges for service did not cover the full
cost of service delivery. As a result, the budget includes additional charges
against the City's enterprise funds for indirect costs of services provided as well
as increases in inspection and licenses revenue that begin to close the gap on
full cost recovery.

Ÿ

The Adopted Budget recognizes that the City's Parking Business is in a
temporary negative financial position as a result of economic conditions revenues are not meeting targets. As a result, the Mayor's budget includes two
decisions. The first is to reduce the amount of revenue that the Parking Business
provides to the City's General Fund, from $10.8 million to $9.8 million, or a $1.0
million decrease. This is reflected as a permanent reduction until Parking
revenues recover. The other decision is to redirect revenues that are currently
going to support the Minneapolis Downtown Council and use the revenue
(approximately $300,000) to directly market city ramps.

Ÿ

The Council adopted the recommendation that the City reduce the planned
increases in utility fees in 2004 and future years. While fees will still need to
increase in order to pay for the cost of major capital investments (i.e., ultra
filtration system for water treatment services) the budget includes a slow-down in
overall capital spending, specifically related to sanitary and storm water. In
addition, a slow-down on the aggressive plan to fund capital improvements and
deferred maintenance from current revenue (pay-as-you-go funding) is also
reflected. While the City supports the overall goal of the capital initiatives and
plans to close the gap on deferred maintenance, growth in utility fees has been
slowed in the current budget. Capital and deferred maintenance spending will
still be put in place, but at a slower schedule than previously approved.

Ÿ

The Council adopted the transfer of budget authority and reporting
relationship for the City’s Emergency Communications Center be moved
from the Police Department to the City Coordinator. This recommendation is
reflected in the budget through the movement of $6.1 million of budget authority
from the Police Department to the City Coordinator.

Ÿ

The Adopted Budget includes the transfer of a small portion of housing code
inspections from the Inspections Department to the Fire Department in
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order to gain greater efficiencies. The proposal would add housing code
inspections to the tasks done during the fire crew pre-planning visits at apartment
buildings of 12 units or greater. This proposal will allow the City to get into large
residential buildings on an annual basis, which is currently not happening. The
Fire Department would also assume some nuisance inspection responsibilities.
There is a total budget impact of approximately $800,000, between departments
as a result of this change. The efficiency gained by having the Fire Department
assume this responsibility will provide the Fire Department with funding to hire
back fire fighters that were previously laid off due to 2003 budget cutbacks.
Ÿ

As approved by the Council, the Adopted 2004 Budget includes Community
Planning and Economic Development (CPED) as a City department.
However, work is still needed at a detailed budget level to fully realize this
transition. The new department was created through the merger of the
Minneapolis Community Development Agency (MCDA), the City Planning
Department, the Minneapolis Employment and Training Program (METP), and
the Empowerment Zone.

Ÿ

Due to the impact of State LGA cuts on social service organizations and clients,
the Council has approved the recommendation to continue to fund Public
Service activities at the maximum level allowed by the Federal government
under the Community Development Block Grant, which is 15% of our
expected allocation, or $2,617,000. The Mayor recommends allocating half of
this amount to programs that are clearly aligned with the City's adopted
development priorities. The Mayor requests that the NRP Policy Board make a
recommendation regarding the allocation of the other half of these funds, in
consultation with the Youth Coordinating Board and the Empowerment Zone
Board, for review by the City Council.

Ÿ

The adopted budget is built within the City’s five-year financial direction and
business planning resolution, adopted in January 2003. Despite the reductions
to departments as a result of the LGA cuts and the changes as result of the
institution of the 2% wage resolution, the guidelines set out in the five-year
financial direction are met. The detailed five-year financial direction resolution is
included in the financial policies section of this book.

§

The adopted budget includes a recommendation that the City grants office work
with the public health advisory committee to review the public/community service
grants in the City’s consolidated plan for funding (ie the CDBG budget.)
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City Spending
Below is a summary of the Council Adopted 2004 Budget by major spending categories,
which includes transfers between funds and the independent boards.

City of Minneapolis
Total City Budget - Use of Funds
2004 Budget
$1.24 Billion

Fire Department
Capital
4%
Improvement
9%
CPED
12%

City Attorney
1%

Police
Department
8%
Health & Family
Support
1%
Public Works
21%

Library Board
1%

City Coordinator
4%

Park Board
6%
Interfund
Transfers
9%
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City of Minneapolis Expenditures by Service (in millions of dollars)

City Coordinator (excluding Inspections and Licenses)
City Attorney
Community Planning and Economic Development
Convention Center
Fire Department
Health and Family Support
Inspections and Licenses
Police
Public Works – Field Services
Public Works – Sewer, Storm Water, Flood Mitigation
Public Works - Solid Waste and Recycling
Public Works – Transportation
Public Works - Water Treatment and Distribution
Public Works - Other (includes Internal Services)
Public Works Subtotal
Other City Services 2
Other 3
Debt Service (including Enterprise Funds)
Capital Improvement (including Enterprise Fund
capital)
Subtotal
Independent Boards:
Community Development Agency (MCDA)
Library Board
Park Board
Youth Coordinating Board
Other Boards
Subtotal
Total Expenditures (without Transfers)
Transfers to other funds
Total Expenditures with Transfers

1

2003
Adopted
Budget
$48.5
$9.9
$27.5
$44.3
$21.3
$23.1
$100.8
$29.9
$39.9
$25.8
$47.4
$34.8
$61.3
$239.1
$16.4
$82.4
$132.4
$98.1

2004
Adopted
Budget
$52.8
$11.0
$141.8
$29.5
$43.3
$13.3
$22.7
$99.5
$29.1
$43.6
$25.6
$50.0
$37.6
$58.5
$244.4
$11.7
$86.6
$142.5
$116.5

$843.8

$1,015.6

$149.1
$22.0
$77.5
$6.1
$9.2
$263.9

-$18.4
$79.1
$3.6
$8.7
$ 109.8

$1,107.7

$1,125.4

$89.6

$116.2

$1,197.3

$1,241.6

Note: See department sections in the budget document for further explanation on changes between
years.
1

Includes Human Resources, Finance, Emergency Communications, Coordinator Administration,
Intergovernmental Relations, and Communications.
2
Includes Assessor, City Council, City Clerk, Civil Rights and Mayor.
3
Includes Non-Departmental expenses like pension obligations, worker’s compensation, payments to
health insurers, liability program and contingency.
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Sources of Revenue
Below is a summary of the City’s total revenues by major category. The City of
Minneapolis receives revenue from a variety of sources, but many of these sources
have strings attached.
For example, the City cannot use revenue from fees that it charges for services to fund
general government services, such as police and fire services. The City charges fees
for water, sewer, and garbage pick-up, but the State law requires that these fees be no
higher than the cost of providing those services. So the City cannot raise water bills to
pay police officers, for example.
The grants and transfers from the Federal Government and other units of government
are usually for specific needs and purposes. If the City did not spend such grants for
designated need, the City would not get such grants at all. Some cities use
assessments, which are also tied to specific purposes like street maintenance. Bond
proceeds must go to purposes for which the debt was incurred. Sales tax revenue is
dedicated to the Convention Center by State law. Like many Minnesota cities,
Minneapolis pays for other city services (police, fire streets, parks, libraries, etc.) with
property taxes and Local Government Aid (LGA).

Fines and
Forfeitures
1%

City of Minneapolis
Total City Budget - Source of Funds
2004 Budget
$1.23 Billion
Special
Assessments Transfers
11%
0%
Other
19%

Licenses and
Permits
2%
Charges for
Sales
1%

Property Tax
15%
Tax Increment
Property Tax
6%

Charges for
Service
29%
Franchise Fees
2%
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City of Minneapolis Revenue by Major Category (in millions of dollars)
2003
2004
Adopted
Adopted
Budget
Budget
Property Tax 4
$166.5
$181.1
Tax Increment Property Tax
$64.6
$71.0
Sales and Other Taxes
$49.5
$50.0
State Government
$154.3
$125.0
Local Government
$8.3
$8.4
Federal Government
$50.0
$63.4
Franchise Fees
$20.4
$23.5
Charges for Service
$348.5
$354.0
Charges for Sales
$14.1
$17.5
Licenses and Permits
$21.7
$21.5
Fines and Forfeitures
$9.3
$10.5
Special Assessments
$10.2
$4.8
Interest Income
$3.6
$9.7
Rents
$49.9
$46.6
5
6
Other
$92.1
$105.6
Subtotal
$1,063.0
$1,092.6
Transfers from Other Funds
Total Revenues 7

$116.0

$136.6

$1,179.0

$1,229.2

The City uses different “Funds” to account for the expense and revenue associated with
the various services provided. The General Fund, which is where most of the property
tax supported services are accounted for, represents 21 percent of the 2004 adopted
budget, as compared to 23 percent in 2003.
The Enterprise Funds include services that the City provides that operate more like a
“business” in that they are expected to generate a profit to cover capital purchases and
related debt service requirements. Enterprise services of the City include such services
as sanitary sewer services, storm water management, flood mitigation, water treatment
and distribution, solid waste and recycling, and municipal parking.
Internal Services Funds are similar to Enterprise Funds in that they are used to
account for services that the City provides that operate more like a business, however,
4

Property taxes are budgeted at 98 percent of gross levy to reflect anticipated delinquencies. This amount includes the levy for the
Park Museum.
5
Other includes gains, contributions, other miscellaneous revenues, and proceeds from long-term liabilities.
6
This is a restatement from the 2003 budget document, which had $89.7 million, which was a typo. Other revenue shows a 31
percent increase from 2003 due to an increase in non-appropriated capital revenue, which is also budgeted as an expense. This is
a change in how this revenue is treated in the budget.
7
Total expenditures exceed total revenue, which represents the annual budgeted change in fund balance. The change in fund
balance is mostly due to timing of capital projects and bond issuance.
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Internal Service Funds primary customer is other City departments. Internal services
include such services as information technology, equipment rental (i.e. police squad
cars and fire equipment), facility fees and self-insurance.
Other Funds includes Special Revenue Funds where that proceeds of specific revenue
sources are restricted to expenditures for specific purposes. Services accounted for in
the Other Funds include such services and operations as the Minneapolis Convention
Center, and other grant funded services.
The Independent Boards include Board of Estimate and Taxation, Library, Park,
Neighborhood Revitalization, Municipal Building Commission, and Youth Coordinating
Board.
City of Minneapolis Budget By Fund (in millions of dollars)
2003
2004
2004
Adopted
Adopted
as % of
Budget
Budget
Total
Expenditures:
General Fund
Enterprise Funds
Internal Service Funds
Special Revenue Funds
Capital Projects Funds
Debt Service Funds
Independent Board Funds
Total Expenditures

$263.2
$239.6
$144.1
$131.0
$77.8
$77.8
$264.1
$1,197.4

$262.8
$295.4
$149.4
$202.1
$141.3
$80.8
$109.8
$1,241.6

21%
24%
12%
16%
11%
7%
9%
100%

Revenues:
General Fund
Enterprise Funds
Internal Service Funds
Special Revenue Funds
Capital Projects Funds
Debt Service Funds
Independent Board Funds
Total Revenues

$263.2
$260.9
$152.3
$123.9
$78.0
$78.7
$222.0
$1,179.0

$262.8
$290.6
$156.8
$205.7
$151.8
$56.8
$104.7
$1,229.2

21%
24%
13%
17%
12%
5%
9%
100%

($18.4)

($12.4)

Changes in Balances
Spending by Major Categories

The majority of the City’s budget is spent on personnel, $362.5 million or nearly 30
percent of the total budget. The 2004 budget includes a decrease of 464 budgeted full
time equivalent positions, nearly an 8% reduction. Most of these position reductions
occurred mid-year 2003 resulting from Local Government Aid cuts. The independent
boards are included in these figures.
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The $35 million reduction of Local Government Aid funding from the state is the main
cause for position reductions, although other factors also impact the total level of
positions such as changes in grant funding.
City of Minneapolis Budget by Major Expense Category (in millions of dollars)
2003
2004
Adopted
Adopted
Budget
Budget
Full Time Equivalent Positions
Expenditures:
Personnel
Non-Personnel
Capital and Equipment
Debt Service
Transfers
Total Expenditures

6,039

5,575

$372.9
$362.9
$139.7
$135.7
$186.3
$1,197.4

$362.5
$389.3
$162.7
$142.3
$184.8
$1,241.6

City of Minneapolis
Total City Budget - Expenditures by Category
Council Adopted 2004 Budget
$1.24 Billion

Transfers
15%

Personnel
29%

Debt Service
11%
Capital and
Equipment
13%
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Major Budget Pressures: City Council Funds
Ø Growth in personnel costs
Salary and Wages. The 2004 adopted budget includes a decrease in total
personnel expenditures from $372.9 million to $362.5 million, a 2.8 percent decrease
from 2003. For City positions, not including the Park and Library Boards, growth in
salary and wages are budgeted at 2 percent for bargaining units without settled labor
contracts. In comparison, the 2003 adopted budget included average salary and
wage growth by position of closer to 4.5 percent when both step progression for
positions and cost of living adjustments were included.
Benefits. Health and dental insurance expenditures are budgeted to increase by 3.9
percent from 2003 to 2004 budget, from $31.1 million to $32.3 million. This change
reflects both changes in premium expense (estimated at 20% for health and 4% for
dental) and changes in coverage, for example changes between family and single
coverage. The overall increase was only 3.9 percent because of the impact of the
loss of positions during 2003.
Ø Funding for Internal Services Funds workout plans
The 2004 budget includes an additional $3.7 million in funding for internal city
services: self insurance, equipment services, and information technology services
(i.e., workers compensation, general liability, squad cars, fire trucks, and
computers).
During the 1990’s, due to other external demands, the revenue to support these
internal services did not keep pace with the growth in expenditures. Significant
negative cash balances resulted because of annual expenses exceeding revenues.
At year-end 2002, the City’s Internal Services Funds had combined negative net
assets of $38.1 million, as compared to a negative $32.2 million in 2001, and a
negative retained earnings of $54.4 million in 2000. While the balance is still
negative, the position of the funds is showing improvement. The adopted financial
workout plans for the Internal Services Funds will result in positive net assets and
cash balances for these funds over the next few years.
The financial performance of the internal services funds has been improving at the
rate anticipated in the adopted workout plans. The 2004 adopted budget would
meet the financial goals of the three adopted plans.
Ø Payment of outstanding bond obligations
The 2004 budget includes $142.3 million in estimated principal and interest
payments, as compared to $135.7 million in 2003. The annual debt service
payments fluctuate depending on the timing of principal and interest payments. This
fluctuation can sometimes cause significant swings in budget totals from year to
year.
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Ø Funding for physical infrastructure
Transportation Infrastructure
In January 2003, the Mayor and Council adopted a five-year plan for the property tax
supported funds. One of the many results of this plan is a reduction in the funding
available for maintenance and construction of transportation related physical
infrastructure, as managed by the Public Works Department. The City made the
decision that forecasted resource levels would not support the previously adopted
planned growth in spending, neither capital nor maintenance. This was based on
the Mayor and Council's decisions on how the limited growth in resources would be
allocated. Police and Fire were the top priorities for funding.
Resources available for infrastructure investment, especially as it relates to
transportation were reduced further as a result of recent cuts to state aid. The City
is working aggressively to identify alternative revenue strategies, other than the
property tax, to fund transportation capital and maintenance needs.
Park Board Infrastructure
The budget includes the planned growth in the Park Board property tax levy to fund
capital projects, as previously approved by Mayor and Council policy. However, the
total property tax supported resources for the five year capital plan for the Park
Board were reduced by $480,000 from $13.9 million to $13.4 million due to a
reduction in property tax resources dedicated to capital improvements.
The Mayor and the Council supported a funding plan for the Park Board that closes
27 percent of their previously identified $5.5 million annual funding gap for park
infrastructure by 2009. To achieve this goal $215,000 of additional property tax levy
will be added annually to the Park Board levy, for a total of $1.5 million in additional
annual funding by 2009.
Utilities (Sewer and Water)
The budget includes funding for additional water and sewer related infrastructure
expenditures “gap closure” at a slightly slower rate for sewer. This investment
continues the City’s commitment to closing the infrastructure “gap” for water and
sewer services. The water and sewer 5-year utility rate schedule recommended
reflects this planned investment.
Ø Funding for increasing pension liabilities
Increased costs associated with two of the City’s pension funds, Minneapolis
Employee’s Retirement Fund (MERF) and Minneapolis Police Relief Association
(MPRA), continues to have a significant impact on the budget.
Minneapolis Employee’s Retirement Fund (MERF): While the City and MERF
members have been making the annual amount of contributions mandated by the
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State, MERF members have been retiring at a faster pace and at higher costs than
originally forecasted by MERF actuaries. 8 The City began issuing general obligation
(pension) bonds in December of 2002 to cover the estimated cost of retirements and
continued to do so in 2003; additional bonds will have to be issued to cover these
costs in 2004 and in the future.
Minneapolis Police Relief Association: The increase in the City’s contribution for
the MPRA is directly related to an increase in the Association’s unfunded liability. In
the past year, the fund’s unfunded liability has more than doubled, due primarily to
the negative performance of the equity markets. This has increased the fund’s
unfunded liability from $56 million in 2000 to $115.5 million in 2001 9, an increase of
$59.5 million. Beginning with the 2003 budget, the City has and will continue to fund
the incremental increase in the City’s contribution to MPRA through bond proceeds
in order to meet the Mayor and City Council’s adopted tax policy.
The 2004 budget will include the funds necessary to make the debt service
payments associated with these bonds.
Ø Funding for debt obligations for voter approved central library and community
library improvements
The first of several years of major increases in property tax levy to fund the new
central library and community libraries, as approved by the voters, began in 2003.
For 2004, the property tax levy amount will be approximately $3.4 million and will
increase annually by $3.0 million for years 2005 through 2007 until the base annual
property tax levy for payment on the referendum bonds reaches $12.5 million.
Property Tax and Fee Changes
Ø Property Tax Revenue
The estimated property tax rate is estimated at 67.445 percent, a tax rate increase of
1.1 percent from 2003 adopted. This tax rate will provide an additional $10.3 million
in property tax revenue, which is a 6.2 percent increase over 2003. Total property
tax revenue will increase from $165.7 million to $176.0 million. The City’s net tax
capacity (after reductions for tax increment and fiscal disparities) is projected to
increase by 6.6 percent for taxes payable 2004, from $215.8 million to $229.2
million.
In addition to the $10.3 million in property tax revenue increase that is spread over
the City's tax capacity, the City will also need to increase property tax revenue by
another $3.0 million due to the voter approved library referendum bonds that have
been issued for a new central library and improvements to the City's community
libraries.
8

The actuarial assumptions used by MERF are specified by state statute. These actuarial assumptions
used have not materialized and as a result have not reflected the actual number and cost of retirements.
9
The City’s municipal contribution is based on the most recent completed actuarial valuation. The City’s
2003 contribution is based upon the 2001 actuarial valuation.
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In total, property tax revenue for the City and its independent boards will increase by
8 percent from 2003 to 2004 or by $13.3 million, based on the adopted budget. This
is consistent with the City Council's adopted property tax policy.
Ø Sewer and Water utility fees
To fund investments for the City’s sewer, flood mitigation, storm water management,
and water treatment and distribution systems, the 2004 budget includes an increase
in utility rates of $0.17 for water and $0.14 for storm water/sewer/flood mitigation
(SWSFM). This represents a 7.7 percent increase for water and a 4.3 percent
increase for SWSFM.
Ø Solid Waste and Recycling Fee
The Council adopted no increase for solid waste and recycling fees for 2004. The
five-year rate schedule for solid waste and recycling fees did include a planned 75cent increase in the per dwelling unit monthly rate, but that increase is not necessary
due to stronger than anticipated financial performance of this fund. Strong
management control has resulted in several years of positive net income above the
planned level.
Ø Other fee changes
The licenses and inspections fees will be adjusted by an inflationary factor, as
already approved by the Council in some cases. In addition, the Council has
adopted minimal increases to other licenses and inspection fees to begin to close
the "gap" on cost of service delivery and fee collected to pay for the service. This
avoids the property tax payers from having to subsidize a fee based service.
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Property Market Values and Tax Base Highlights
Following is a chart with estimated market values and corresponding tax capacity by
property classification.
For Taxes Payable in 2004
Property
2004 Estimated
%
%
%
Total
Tax
Capacity
%
Total
Classificati
Market Value
Change
Change
on
Commercial
$4,669,761,300
16.6%
(4.6%)
$91,199,813
30.1%
(4.8%)
Industrial
$1,302,065,200
4.6%
(0.9%)
$25,304,040
8.3%
(1.0%)
Residential
$19,172,856,300
68%
15.1% $149,075,038
49.2%
14.8%
Apartment
$3,005,653,500
10.7%
14.1%
$37,430,816
12.3%
1.2%
Other
$18,657,100
0.1%
8.4%
$276,573
0.1%
22.4%
Sub-Total
Real Estate
$28,168,993,400 100.0%
10.4% $303,286,280 100.0%
5.2%
Personal
Property
$354,891,475
$310,267,571
2.3 %
Total
$28,523,884,900
$310,267,571
5.1%
Gross Tax Capacity
-Less Tax Increment

$310,267,571
($47,011,477)

1.7%

-Less Fiscal Disparities Contribution
=Tax Capacity Used for Local Value

($34,107,481)
$229,148,613

0.3%
6.6%

+ Plus Fiscal Disparities Distribution
Net Tax Capacity

$37,893,509
$267,042,122

6.2%
6.5%

For purposes of calculating the property tax rate, the Fiscal Disparities Distribution is
not included. Instead, the revenue distributed to the City from Fiscal Disparities is
spread across the adjusted net tax base. The net tax base used to calculate the
City’s tax rate for the adopted budget is $229.1 million, a 6.6 percent increase from
2003.
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Property Values and Tax Trends
The 2001 tax bill enacted by the state legislature, made comprehensive changes to the
property tax laws. Under Minnesota’s state property tax system, if the State reduces the
level of property tax for one property type through changes in the classification system,
the taxes shift to other property types. The same principle applies if market values
change for one property type but not another.
Different property uses pay tax at a different rate as a result of the State’s property tax
classification system. The taxes are a function of the market value taken times the
statutory class rate times the tax rate. The 2001 legislature made changes to the
property tax classification rates that reduced the rates for commercial/industrial
property, apartments and high valued homes.
In 2001, the State Legislature enacted a statewide property tax on commercial,
industrial and seasonal-residential recreational properties. The State of Minnesota now
receives 26 percent of the property taxes paid on those property types. Until recent
property tax reform, property taxes were collected and distributed exclusively at the
local level.
Minneapolis has historically had a strong commercial and industrial tax base. For taxes
payable in 1996, Minneapolis commercial and industrial property paid 54.7% of the total
taxes for the city with the central business district alone paying almost 40%. After
property tax reform, for taxes payable in 2004 this declined to 38.1% of the city total
with the central business district paying approximately 28%. The commercial/industrial
share of the City’s taxes is projected to continue to decrease to 34.1% in payable 2010.
Corresponding percentages for residential property (defined as 1-3 dwelling units) show
that this class paid 33.6% of the city’s taxes in 1986, increasing to 43.7% for payable
2003 and projected to be 56.3% in payable 2010. This represents almost a complete
reversal in the share of the City’s tax burden between the two property types.
The changes in distribution of tax base are a function of both market conditions and
changing class rates. Residential property has increased in value at a higher rate than
other property types in the past several years. The residential tax base grew 16.0
percent in 2000, 23.4 percent in 2001, 15.2 percent in 2002, and 14.2 percent in 2003.
Similar increases in residential taxes have been avoided because of the limited market
value law. The 2001 legislature phased out limited market value over a six-year period,
with the final phase out in payable 2007. Minneapolis had a differential of over $3 billion
between total residential market value and limited market value in year 2001. As the
limited market value is phased out, even if the real estate market remains flat, this
action will cause a significant shift in tax burden to residential property. If the market
continues to be stronger for residential than other property types it will continue to
further compound the property tax shift.
Commercial real estate values are traditionally cyclical with periods of high vacancy
resulting in lower rents and values while periods of low vacancy result in high rents and
high values. The Minneapolis central business district is in a period of high vacancy and
the market value (and hence the tax) on downtown office buildings has recently
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declined. This reduction of tax paid by these properties at the city level is compounded
by 26 percent of the tax being directed to the State of Minnesota rather than staying at
the local level as a result of the 2001 Property Tax Reform. This state tax is used to
increase the level of funding that the state provides to local school districts.
The market for Minneapolis commercial properties located in neighborhood commercial
nodes or along the city’s commercial corridors has been extremely strong over the past
several years. However, their increased values cannot offset the enormous impact of a
decline in value for over 25 million square feet of office space in the central business
district.

City of Minneapolis – Financial Overview

Adopted Budget

City of Minneapolis
FY 2004 Budget
Financial Overview
Demands on the Property Tax Levy: Ten-Year Projection

Background
The financial pressure the City faces over the next several years is considerable. To
respond to the pressure, elected leaders have stepped up work on comprehensive longterm financial planning. One of the major parts of this effort concentrates on the City
Council and independent boards jointly reviewing all the demands on the property tax
versus independently making property tax decisions. This joint decision-making occurs
at the Board of Estimate and Taxation, which sets the maximum property tax levies for
the City Council, and the Park and Library Boards. The decisions made by the Board of
Estimate and Taxation are important because the property tax is a major revenue
source for general city services, including parks and libraries. Other revenues for
general city services are either set by another government entity, such as the state or
federal government (i.e., Local Government Aid, Community Development Block Grant)
or are restricted in how they can be spent (i.e., sales taxes).
During the first six-months of year 2002, the Mayor and City Council reviewed and
discussed the long-term pressures on the property tax. The Mayor and Council
discussions resulted in the adoption of a budget resolution to limit the growth in the levy.
In January of 2003, the Mayor and City Council Adopted a Five-Year financial plan for
the City’s property tax funded services.
Budget Resolution to Limit Levy Increases Approved
The City Council passed a budget resolution on July 12, 2002 to limit the increase in
property taxes. Because of previous city debt and legislative changes that shifted
property tax burdens from commercial to residential property as well as other financial
obligations, there will be considerable pressure on the property tax for the foreseeable
future.
The resolution limits the City's levy increase to 8 percent annually through 2010.
Approximately 4 percent of that will go to pay off debt obligations, both internal and
external, and 4 percent for cost-of-living adjustments (inflation). The Board of Estimate
and Taxation approved a similar policy statement limiting the levy increase to 8 percent
on July 24, 2002.
Projected Future Pressures on the Property Tax Levy
The future projected demands on the property tax include the anticipated reductions or
targeted strategies that the Mayor and Council will need to implement (based on
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projections) to manage the City’s General Fund budget within the adopted tax policy.
The policy requires the Park and Library Boards to implement budget plans that will
allow for them to stay within a maximum 4 percent annual growth in property tax levy.
For the past few years, the City has made policy choices to fund park and library
expenditures at a greater level in order to improve these services. Since 1994, property
taxes and state aids have grown by 60% for the park board, and by 42% for the library
board. (This does not count the voter approved Library referendum, which will start to
show up on property tax payments in 2003.) The growth in the same set of resources property tax and state aids - for general city services has been about 35%. What this
means is that the City, like the Park and Library Boards, has had and will continue to
find efficiencies and reductions in its budget in order to meet the normal costs of doing
business (inflationary increases on wages, health insurance, and utilities). However,
finding major cost reductions from efficiency gains in the major services areas funded
by the property tax - police, fire and public works - is getting more and more difficult and
as a result future funding cuts to these areas will have an impact on service delivery.
In order to continue to fund all that the City does and pay off its debts (both internal and
external), it is estimated that the property tax revenues collected by the City would have
to triple by 2010. (This increase does not include revenue to do new things - these
amounts reflect current commitments for current programs only). This level of increase
is not an option. The City’s policy-makers are working to make important decisions to
balance the priorities of infrastructure investments, parks and recreation, public safety
and library services.
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Council Adopted 2004 Budget
Property Tax Levy Recommendation

2003 Adopted
Levies

Based on Adopted Tax Policy
2004 Budget
% Chg
$ Chg from
2004
% Chg
2004 Plan
from 2003
2003
Recommended from 2003

$ Chg from
2003

Total by Major Funds:
General Levies

126,432,388

139,168,239

10.1%

12,735,851

147,002,001

16.3%

20,569,613

Special Levies

39,676,746

40,229,626

1.4%

552,880

32,395,864

-18.4%

(7,280,882)

166,109,134

179,397,865

8.0%

13,288,731

179,397,865

8.0%

13,288,731

City*
Park Board**
Library Board
Library Board Referendum
Public Housing Authority
Teachers Retirement

117,980,027
33,074,759
11,360,485
403,863
1,040,000
2,250,000

126,023,612
34,827,749
11,814,904
3,400,000
1,081,600
2,250,000

6.8%
5.3%
4.0%
741.9%
4.0%
0.0%

8,043,585
1,752,990
454,419
2,996,137
41,600
-

126,023,612
34,827,749
11,814,904
3,400,000
1,081,600
2,250,000

6.8%
5.3%
4.0%
741.9%
4.0%
0.0%

8,043,585
1,752,990
454,419
2,996,137
41,600
-

Grand Total

166,109,134

179,397,865

8.0%

13,288,731

179,397,865

8.0%

13,288,731

Grand Total

Total by Entity:

Notes:
* Includes the Municipal Building Commission and the Board of Estimate and Taxation.
** Park Board increase from 2003 to 2004 includes the additional capital infrastructure funding as approved in the adopted tax policy,
which is why the percent is greater than 4%.

Summary of Estimated Maximum Property Tax Levy Under State Law:
$126,432,388 2003 property tax levies (not including special levies)
$21,034,037 Add 60% of Local Government Aid reduction of $35 million for Minneapolis
$147,466,425 Estimated maximum allowable general levies under State law (does not include special levies)
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2004 Adopted Budget
Tax Rates and Levies
\

NET TAX CAPACITY BASED (NTC) LEVIES

Tax Rate
(%)

City Levies

2002
Total
Tax
Levy $$

General 1
Police Personnel Expansion
Estimate and Taxation
Building Commission
Permanent Improvement
Bond Redemption
Firefighter's Relief Association
Police Relief Association
Minneapolis Employees Retirement Fund
Sub-Total City Levies

23.437
0.000
0.050
1.317
1.025
11.484
0.000
1.192
1.790
40.295

$

Lake Pollution Control
Park and Recreation
Tree Preservation and Ref.
Shade Tree Disease Control
Sub-Total Park Board Levies

0.161
11.795
1.038
0.999
13.993

$

Library Board 2
Sub-Total City Levies

City-Related Special Levies
Chapter 595/HRA Levy
Public Housing
Teachers' Retirement
Watershed Districts 3
Sub-Total City-Related Specials Levies

Other Special Levies
Hennepin County
Minneapolis Public Schools
Other Special Taxing Districts 4
Sub-Total Other Specials Levies
TOTAL NTC BASED LEVIES

Tax Rate
(%)

2003
Total
Tax
Levy $$

58,285,520
124,000
3,272,966
2,547,240
28,560,040
2,962,300
4,451,000
100,203,066

27.580
0.000
0.059
1.408
1.100
12.851
0.000
1.191
1.604
45.793

$

0.151
11.229
0.973
0.938
13.291

$

$
$

399,000
29,333,759
2,580,000
2,484,000
34,796,759

4.766

$

11,852,485

59.054

$

1.938
0.395
0.841
2.710
5.884

$

Tax Rate
(%)

2004
Total
Tax
Levy $$

68,658,521
145,553
3,502,966
2,737,240
31,982,883
2,962,300
3,990,564
113,980,027

32.489
0.000
0.057
1.327
0.818
9.813
0.000
1.108
1.492
47.104

$

0.000
10.819
2.199
0.000
13.018

$

$
$

375,725
27,945,293
2,420,977
2,332,764
33,074,759

$
$

28,945,342
5,882,407
34,827,749

4.565

$

11,360,485

4.416

$

11,814,904

146,852,310

63.649

$

158,415,271

64.538

$

172,666,265

1.608
0.417
0.904
2.017
4.946

$

$
$

4,000,000
1,040,000
2,250,000
2,535,422
9,825,422

0.000
0.403
0.832
**3
1.235

$

$
$

4,000,000
1,000,000
2,100,000
2,777,432
9,877,432

$
$

1,081,600
2,250,000
4,729,332
8,060,932

44.748
32.961
4.768
82.477

$
$

113,177,467
79,247,352
10,826,407
203,251,226

45.068
33.437
5.095
83.600

$
$

113,078,056
84,395,623
12,012,539
209,486,218

41.943
32.389
4.889
79.221

$
$

113,426,208
86,609,984
12,367,817
212,404,009

147.415

$

359,980,968

152.195

$

377,726,910

144.994

$

393,131,206

$
$

$
$

$
$

86,926,879
151,375
3,549,377
2,187,240
26,255,877
2,962,300
3,990,564
126,023,612

REFERENDUM MARKET VALUE BASED (RMV) LEVIES

Tax Rate
(%)
Minneapolis Public Library Referendum
Minneapolis Public Schools Referendum
Solid Waste Fee 5

TOTAL RMV BASED LEVIES

TOTAL ALL LEVIES

0.07906
0.01906
0.09812
0.09812

2002
Total
Tax
Levy $$

Tax Rate
(%)

2003
Total
Tax
Levy $$

0.00205
0.07675
0.01896
0.09776

$

$

18,389,919
3,838,951
22,228,870

$

22,228,870

0.09776

$

382,209,838

$

Tax Rate
(%)

2004
Total
Tax
Levy $$

0.01420
0.09833
0.01786
0.13039

$

$

403,863
19,647,416
4,176,099
24,227,378

$

3,400,000
27,318,163
4,277,668
34,995,831

$

24,227,378

0.13039

$

34,995,831

$

401,954,289

$

428,127,037

Notes:
1

This amount includes the Economic Development/Tax Abatement Levy.
This does not include the Library Board referendum levy. That amount is listed under "Referendum Market Value Based Levies."
The watershed Levy $$ are for watersheds 3 & 6 & 7, these watersheds silightly adjust the levy rates for the School & County applicable to these areas also
4 Other special taxing jurisdictions include: Metro Mosquito Control, Metropolitan Council, Metro Transit, Park Museum, & Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority.

2
3

Water Shed #
School Rate
County Rate
Water Shed rate
Total NTC Based rate
5 The Solid Waste Fee amounts are the portions associated with Minneapolis only.
The Tax Levy $$ are Certified Levy Amounts.

#3
32.437
41.987
0.768
145.845

#6
32.373
41.932
2.789
147.756

#7
32.389
41.943
1.038
146.032

6
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Summary of Residential Property Taxes and Utility Fees
Residential Property
$171,000 Valued Home
2003
2004
Assessed Market Value
Taxable Value

% Chg

$ Chg

$155,500
$118,800

$171,000
$133,056

10.0%
12.0%

$15,500
$14,256

City Property Taxes
Property Taxes
Referendum Tax
Total City Property Taxes

$675
$2
$677

$785
$19
$804

16.3%
850.0%
18.8%

$110
$17
$127

Water
Sewer
Solid Waste/Recycling
Total Utilities

$212
$237
$231
$680

$228
$247
$231
$706

7.5%
4.2%
0.0%
3.8%

$16
$10
$0
$26

$1,357

$1,510

11.3%

$153

Total Property Taxes and Utlities

Note: Property tax figures are net of a pro-rated market value credit, which is an adjustment from how the City
applied the market value credit from last year. This change in the application of the market value credit is resulting
in the city property tax amount being greater than what was shown in prior years, but it does not impact the (percent)
comparison from year to year.

Residential Property
$275,000 Valued Home
2003
2004
Assessed Market Value
Taxable Value
City Property Taxes
Property Taxes
Referendum Tax
Total City Property Taxes
Water
Sewer
Solid Waste/Recycling
Total Utilities
Total Property Taxes and Utilities

% Chg

$ Chg

$250,000
$215,100

$275,000
$240,912

10.0%
12.0%

$25,000
$25,812

$1,356
$4
$1,360

$1,555
$34
$1,589

14.7%
750.0%
16.8%

$199
$30
$229

$212
$237
$231
$680

$228
$247
$231
$706

7.5%
4.2%
0.0%
3.8%

$16
$10
$0
$26

$2,040

$2,295

12.5%

$255

Note: Property tax figures are net of a pro-rated market value credit, which is an adjustment from how the City
applied the market value credit from last year. This change in the application of the market value credit is resulting
in the city property tax amount being greater than what was shown in prior years, but it does not impact the (percent)
comparison from year to year.
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Residential Property
$561,000 Valued Home
2003
2004
Assessed Market Value
Taxable Value
City Property Taxes
Property Taxes
Referendum Tax
Total City Property Taxes
Water
Sewer
Solid Waste/Recycling
Total Utilities
Total Property Taxes and Utilities

% Chg

$ Chg

$510,000
$451,900

$561,000
$506,128

10.0%
12.0%

$51,000
$54,228

$3,016
$8
$3,024

$3,424
$71
$3,495

13.5%
787.5%
15.6%

$408
$63
$471

$212
$237
$231
$680

$228
$247
$231
$706

7.5%
4.2%
0.0%
3.8%

$16
$10
$0
$26

$3,704

$4,201

13.4%

$497

Note: Property tax figures are net of a pro-rated market value credit, which is an adjustment from how the City
applied the market value credit from last year. This change in the application of the market value credit is resulting
in the city property tax amount being greater than what was shown in prior years, but it does not impact the (percent)
comparison from year to year.
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