
Everybody believes in 
innovation until they see 
it. Then they think, 'Oh, 

no; that'll never work. It's 
too different.‘ 

 
Nolan Bushnell  

B-TAP + 101 Business Series 

Doing Business with 
the City of Minneapolis 

Pam Fernandez & Dave Schlueter 
Procurement - Finance and Property Services 



Topics 

• Who we are 

• What we do 

• How to find current procurement opportunities 

• How to get notified of future procurement 
opportunities 

• How to become a bidder 

• The purchasing process 
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Overview 

• Procurement office is responsible for the 
purchase of goods and services for the City of 
Minneapolis. 

• Integrity, Public Trust and the Law are our 
guiding principles.  

• Governed by Uniform Municipal Contracting 
Laws (MN Statutes, Sections 471.345-471.37) 
and city ordinances and policies. 
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What is procurement? 

• A process of acquiring goods and services 

• The process spans the whole cycle from 
identification of needs, through the end of 
services contract or end of the useful life of an 
asset 
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What does the city buy? 
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Professional Services Equipment & Mobile Demolition & Construction 

Horticulture Towing 

Janitorial Services Food and Beverages 



1. Go to City of Minneapolis website: 

 www.minneapolismn.gov 

Where can I find current procurement 
opportunities? 
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2. Hover over “BUSINESS” dropdown menu and click 
on “Doing Business with the City” 

Where can I find current procurement 
opportunities? 
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3. Click on Formal Bids or Informal Bids or 
Request for Proposal  

Where can I find current procurement 
opportunities? 
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http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/business/business_doing_business_with_city


Bids 

<$50,000 

Informal 

>$50,000 

Formal 

Professional 
Services 

<$50,000 

Standard 
Agreement 
Contracts 

>$50,000  

Request for 
Proposal (RFP) 

Where can I find current procurement 
opportunities? 

Civil 
Rights 
Review 
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http://www.minneapolismn.gov/finance/procurement/bidopenings/informal
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/finance/procurement/bidopenings/formal
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/finance/procurement/rfp
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/finance/procurement/rfp


How can I get notified for future 
procurement opportunities? 

• Subscribing to Bids and RFPs 

• Become a bidder with Minneapolis 
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MPLS/subscriber/new
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/finance/procurement/procurement_bidder-information


The Procurement Process 

• Step 1 Planning 

• Step 2  Preparation 

• Step 3 Search 

• Step 4 Evaluation 

• Step 5 Decision 

• Step 6  Delivery and Payment 
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Step 1: Planning 
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Step 2: Preparation 
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Step 3: Search 
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Step 4: Evaluation 
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Step 5: Decision (Award of Contract) 
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Step 6: Delivery and Payment 
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Buyers and Buying Responsibilities 

Dave Schlueter 

Phone (612) 673-2834     

Email david.schlueter@minneapolismn.gov  

Buyer Categories: 
• Construction 
• Paving Materials 
• Trades – Electrical, Plumbing, HVAC 
• Roofing 
• Horticulture 
• Towing Services 
• Elevator and Escalator Services 
• Snow Removal and Lawn Services 
• Abatement Services 
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Buyers and Buying Responsibilities 

Traci Reimringer 

Phone (612) 673-2176    

Email traci.reimringer@minneapolismn.gov 
  Buyer Categories: 

• Building Equipment and Supplies 
• Construction (Minneapolis Convention Center/Target Center) 
• Demolition and Site Clearance 
• Electrical Supplies 
• Metals - Steel, Castings, Manhole Covers 
• Furniture 
• Industrial Supplies 
• Office Supplies 
• Medical Equipment/Supplies 
• Office Equipment 
• Computer Hardware and Software 
• Printing 

mailto:traci.reimringer@minneapolismn.gov
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Buyers and Buying Responsibilities 

Emily Connolly 

Phone (612) 673-2197  

Email emily.connolly@minneapolismn.gov 

 

  

Buyer Categories: 
• Disposal and Hauling Services 
• Equipment, Construction, Mobile, Lawn 
• Police and Fire Supplies and Equipment 
• Recreational Equipment 
• Clothing and Uniforms 
• Chemicals 
• Safety Equipment and Supplies 
• Bus \ Transportation Services 

mailto:emily.connolly@minneapolismn.gov


Target Market Program 
Under the Target Market Program (TMP), qualified small-businesses will have 
the ability to respond alongside other similarly situated small-businesses for 
City contracts up to $100,000 instead of competing against larger, more 
established companies.  
 
• Eligibility 
 
• Participation 
 
• Program Start Date 
 
• Contracting Opportunities 
 
• More information about the program will be announced on Procurement’s 

website at www.minneapolismn.gov/finance/procurement  
 
 
 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/finance/procurement/index.htm


Q & A 
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