
  

 

  

 

 

ZONING CODE TEXT AMENDMENT SUMMARY 

Initiator: Council Member Bender and Council Member Reich 

Introduction Date:  April 15, 2016 

Prepared By: Aaron Hanauer, Senior City Planner, (612) 673-2494 

 Lisa Steiner, Senior City Planner, (612) 673-3950 

Specific Site: Citywide 

Ward:  Citywide 

Neighborhood:  Citywide 

Intent: To reduce lot area requirements for two-family dwellings in the R2 and R2B 
Two-Family Districts 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF THE ZONING CODE 

 Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement 

 Chapter 546, Residence Districts 

BACKGROUND 

On April 15, 2016, Council Member Bender and Council Member Reich introduced an ordinance 

amendment to reduce the minimum lot area requirements to establish a two-family dwelling in the R2 

and R2B Two-Family Districts. Currently, the minimum lot area to establish a two-family dwelling is 

12,000 square feet in the R2 Two-Family District and 10,000 square feet in the R2B Two-Family District.  

Duplexes are an important part of the Minneapolis residential fabric comprising approximately 9 percent 

of all housing units.1  The book Legacy of Minneapolis succinctly summarizes the construction history of 

two-family homes in Minneapolis: “On a walk or drive along the residential streets of Minneapolis, one is 

struck by the high percentage of duplex units that are interspersed among the single-family dwelling 

units. For a city supposedly committed to the sanctity of the detached house, it is remarkable how many 

duplexes were built, not only before World War I but especially afterward, in the twenties and early 
thirties.”2   

1924 - 1963 

Prior to 1924, there were few regulations in terms of where a two-family dwelling could be built in 

Minneapolis. In 1924, the city’s first zoning code was adopted. There were three maps that shaped land 

use decisions: the use district map, the density district map, and the height district map. Two-family 

dwellings were allowed in all zoning districts except the heavy industrial use district. The lot area 

requirement for a duplex varied by density district. The construction of a two-family home required 

12,000 square feet in the A Density District, 9,600 square feet in the B Density District, and 4,800 

square feet or less in Density Districts C through F. Even with these zoning code requirements, two-

family homes were allowed in most of Minneapolis given the prevalence of the C through F density 
districts citywide. 
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1963 - 1995 

The zoning code was overhauled in 1963. The use district, density district, and height district maps were 

retired and the residential zoning districts that we have today were created (R1 through R6). From 1963 

through 1994, two-family dwellings in the R2B District required a minimum lot area of 5,000 square feet 

and 12,000 square feet in the R2 District.  

1995 - Present 

In 1994, a zoning code text amendment increased the minimum lot area to allow a duplex in the R2B 

District to 10,000 square feet; the lot area requirement to allow for a duplex in the R2 District 

remained the same (12,000 square feet). The intent of the amendment was to “maintain the low density 

character of single-family neighborhoods and to promote home ownership, and maintenance and 

investment in residential property.”  The ordinance had an effective date of January 1, 1995. When the 

minimum lot area requirement was increased, the city simultaneously adopted an authorized variance 

that allowed applicants to vary the minimum lot area requirement up to 55 percent for newly 

constructed two-family dwellings located in the R2B District.  

Current Proposal 

The proposed text amendment would reestablish the lot area requirements that were in place from 

1963 to 1995 for the R2B Two-Family District. The amendment would reduce the minimum lot area for 

two-family dwelling units to 6,000 square feet in the R2 District and 5,000 square feet in the R2B 

District. These are the same lot area requirements necessary to establish a single-family home within the 

two respective zoning districts. The specific authorized minimum lot area variance of up to 55 percent in 

the R2B District is proposed to be eliminated. 

PURPOSE 

What is the reason for the amendment? 

The purpose of this amendment is to reduce minimum lot area requirements for two-family dwellings in 

two-family districts. Additionally, the proposed amendment would eliminate the existing authorized 

variance exception which allows minimum lot area to be varied up to 55 percent in the R2B District.  

Currently, the minimum lot area requirement for a two-family dwellings in the R2 District is 12,000 

square feet and in the R2B District is 10,000 square feet. The zoning code would still authorize requests 

to vary the minimum lot area requirement by up to 30 percent.  

What problem is the amendment designed to solve? 

The existing minimum lot area requirements for two-family dwelling units in the R2 and R2B Districts 

are fairly restrictive considering the size of typical lots in these two-family zoning districts. These lot 

area requirements have led to very few two-family units being established in the two-family districts in 

the last two decades. Staff has been able to identify that approximately 20 two-family homes have been 

approved in the last 10 years compared to over 900 single-family homes being built during the same 

time period. 

Staff has also analyzed the parcels currently zoned R2 and R2B in the City and found that 74% (366) of 

parcels in the R2 District are less than 12,000 square feet in area and 96% (21,250) of parcels in the R2B 

District are less than 10,000 square feet in area. The median lot area of parcels in the R2 District is 

7,965 square feet. Comparatively, the median lot area of parcels in the R2B District is 5,400 square feet. 
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In total, 95.5% (21,616) of parcels zoned within the two-family districts are not currently eligible to 

establish a two-family home by-right because of insufficient lot area. A summary of these statistics can be 

found in the appendix. 

While the intent of the two-family districts is to provide for an environment of predominantly low 

density single and two-family dwellings, the existing lot area requirements make very few lots able to 

establish a two-family dwelling unit without obtaining a variance. As described above, only 4.5% of 

properties in these districts currently have sufficient lot area to allow a duplex by-right. The proposed 

amendment would solve this problem by allowing more properties in low-density residential areas to 

establish a two-family dwelling unit without needing to obtain a variance.  

Additionally, two-family dwellings in the R2 District currently have a maximum floor area ratio of 2,500 

square feet per unit or 0.5, whichever is greater. Comparatively, two-family dwellings in the R2B District 

have a maximum floor area ratio of 2,500 square feet or 0.5, whichever is greater. This amendment also 

would revise the maximum floor area ratio for two-family dwellings in the R2 District to align with that 

in the R2B District, so that both have maximum floor area ratios of 2,500 square feet of gross floor area 

or 0.5, whichever is greater.  

What public purpose will be served by the amendment?  

The public purpose of the amendment is to allow property owners to establish two-family dwellings on 

typical lots in the R2 and R2B Districts, providing additional housing and increasing the population of the 

City. The proposed amendment is intended to support City policies and goals related to supporting a 
range of housing types while respecting the character and scale of low-density residential areas.  

Over 10,500 two-family homes are currently located throughout the city, distributed throughout each 

ward and within the majority of low-density residential areas of Minneapolis (a map of existing duplexes 

can be found in the appendix). Approximately two-thirds of these existing duplexes in the City are 

located within the R2B District and approximately one-quarter are located within single-family zoning 
districts. The remainder are located within higher density zoning districts or other zoning districts.  

Parcels zoned either R2 or R2B amount to approximately 17 percent of properties in the overall City. 

With the proposed amendment, approximately 72 percent of these R2 and R2B zoned parcels would 

now have sufficient lot area to establish a two-family dwelling unit in the R2 and R2B Districts without 

obtaining a variance. Note that property owners could still request variances to reduce the minimum lot 
area for lots as small as 4,200 square feet in the R2 District and 3,500 square feet in the R2B District. 

What problems might the amendment create?  

Staff does not anticipate that the amendment would cause significant problems. Since the current 

minimum lot area requirements were put in place, two major text amendments have been implemented 

that have enhanced design standards as well as bulk, height, and form regulations for single- and two-

family dwellings. Two-family dwellings would be subject to the same standards and regulations as single-

family dwellings in these districts.  

Two-family dwelling units are currently located throughout the City and have been constructed 

throughout the City’s history in low-density residential areas. The R1, R1A, R2, and R2B zoning districts 

account for approximately 84 percent of all lots in the City and are all considered to be low-density 

residential zoning. The overall number of R2 and R2B zoned lots amount to one-fifth of the lots in these 

low-density residential districts.  

Reducing the minimum lot area requirements for two-family dwellings in these districts is not anticipated 

to significantly impact the density of existing low-density residential neighborhoods. The Minneapolis Plan 
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for Sustainable Growth defines “low-density” as areas with less than 20 dwelling units per acre. A typical 

block with R2B zoning is 3.5 acres in size and includes 28 parcels. If all units on this block were two-

family homes, the density of the block would be 16 units per acre, which remains below the upper 

threshold of that low-density definition. Allowing two-family dwelling units on more lots would 

contribute modestly to adding housing units to existing neighborhoods, while retaining the low-density 

character of these areas. 

Furthermore, the text amendment should not adversely impact parking or traffic. A newly established 

two-family home would be required to provide two enclosed off-street parking stalls. According to the 

5-year American Community Survey (2010-2014), 60 percent of all owner-occupied housing units in 

Minneapolis have either zero cars or one car and 77 percent of renter-occupied housing in Minneapolis 

have either zero cars or one car.  

There may be property owners who would be interested in converting single-family dwellings into two-

family dwellings in the R2 and R2B District. While the conversions of single-family homes to two-family 

homes was one of the factors which influenced the increased lot area requirements in 1995, staff does 

not expect significant issues with conversions as a result of reducing the minimum lot area requirements. 

As noted above, design standards and processes have been significantly improved since 1995 when the 

minimum lot area was increased. Staff does not anticipate that this amendment would drastically impact 

the character of single-family homes, since two-family homes are subject to the same design standards 

and bulk regulations as single-family homes. These conversions would also need to comply with all 

applicable building codes related to two-family dwelling units, including sound-proofing and fire 

suppression. In the future, the City could consider further evaluating whether R2 and R2B zoning 

districts are mapped in areas where such districts align with policy objectives. The forthcoming update 
to the City’s comprehensive plan may provide additional guidance in this regard. 

TIMELINESS 

Is the amendment timely? 

The amendment is timely. Small area plans that have been adopted since the 2009 Minneapolis Plan for 

Sustainable Growth have explored options for including modest increases in density in urban 

neighborhood areas, consistent with this amendment. Adopted plans where this has been a topic include 

the Marcy-Holmes Neighborhood Master Plan and the St. Anthony East Neighborhood Small Area Plan, both 

adopted in 2014. It has largely come up in the context of preserving and enhancing existing affordability 

in places where the price of single family homes is getting beyond reach of some households, and as a 

possible strategy for maintaining some level of homeownership, such as duplexes with owner-occupants 

in one of the units. 

Reducing the lot area requirement for two-family homes will allow for additional density opportunities 

in low-density residential areas without adversely impacting the low-density residential character. Having 

additional population and housing units would help support local businesses and government investment 

made in mass transit by having more patrons of the businesses and users of the transit service located 

nearby. It should be noted that many of the neighborhoods in our low-density residential areas have 

been losing population in large part due to smaller household sizes. According to the United States 

Census, the average size of a household in the United States has diminished by more than one person 

per household over the past 75 years.3 

Furthermore, reducing the lot area requirement for two-family homes will provide more opportunities 

for multigenerational households to live under the same roof.  As reported by the Pew Research 
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Center, multigenerational households have doubled between 1980 and 2012 with more than 57 million 

people in the United States now living in this type of arrangement.4  

Finally, reducing the lot area requirement in the R2 and R2B districts provides greater opportunities for 

seniors to live in the neighborhoods they have lived in for decades. It is well documented that a high 

percentage of seniors want to age in place. With this text amendment, it may allow seniors more 
affordable housing opportunities within their current neighborhood.  

It is also important to note that in 2014, a zoning code text amendment established regulations for 

accessory dwelling units (ADUs) and authorized ADUs accessory to single- and two-family dwellings 

citywide. ADUs are permitted in the R2 and R2B zoning districts, as well as in the lower-density single-

family residential districts. ADUs can be attached, internal, or detached from the principal structure. The 

main differences between ADUs and duplexes are that an ADU must be smaller in area than the 

principal residential structure and must be owner-occupied, but ADUs do not require an additional 

parking space.  

Is the amendment consistent with practices in surrounding areas? 

The amendment is consistent with practices in central cities around the United States, cities in 

Minnesota, and the historical development requirements of Minneapolis. Staff has conducted peer cities 

research and found that the City of Minneapolis is currently restrictive in its approach to two-family 

dwelling units in two-family zoning districts. Most central cities that have a comparable percentage of 

two-family homes as an overall percentage of their housing stock have a minimum lot area requirement 

to establish a duplex between 4,000 and 6,000 square feet. The central cities analyzed include 

Milwaukee, Cleveland, Oakland, and Saint Paul. Other larger cities such as Denver and Portland have 

minimum lot area requirements for duplexes ranging from only 2,000 to 4,500 square feet. In addition, 

numerous cities in Minnesota have smaller minimum lot area requirements for two-family dwelling units 

than the current regulations in Minneapolis. Duluth, Rochester, Richfield, and Saint Louis Park have 

minimum lot requirements to establish a two-family home in their two-family zoning districts ranging 
between 6,000 and 8,500 square feet.   

The proposed text amendment to reduce the lot area required to establish a two-family home in R2 

Two-Family District to 6,000 square feet and 5,000 square feet in the R2B Two-Family District will bring 

Minneapolis in line with other central cities in the United States and cities in Minnesota. Furthermore, 

adoption of this text amendment will bring Minneapolis back in line with the lot area requirement it is 

had in place for most of the city’s history and in line with typical lot area sizes in low- density residential 
areas of the city.  

Are there consequences in denying this amendment? 

Denying the amendment would leave existing regulations in place, which significantly limit where two-

family homes can be built in the city’s low-density residential areas, and the City of Minneapolis would 

continue to be overly restrictive in allowing this housing type relative to its peers both statewide and 
nationwide. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

The amendment is generally consistent with the Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth. Given the 

frequency of duplexes located next to single-family homes in Minneapolis, the Urban Design chapter of 

the plan combines the policies and implementation steps for these housing types in Urban Design Policy 

10.7 and 10.8: Single-Family and Two-Family Residential. In addition, duplexes are recognized as being a 



Department of Community Planning and Economic Development 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

part of the low-density category description:  “primarily single family and two family residential, with less 

than 20 dwelling units an acre.” Finally, two-family dwellings are indirectly part of the future land use 

category, Urban Neighborhood, which is the future land use for most of the low-density residential 

areas in Minneapolis. The Urban Neighborhood category is described as being “predominantly 

residential area with a range of densities.”  

The amendment will be consistent with and implement the following land use and housing policies of The 

Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth: 

Land Use Policy 1.1: Establish land use regulations to achieve the highest possible 

development standards, enhance the environment, protect public health, support a 

vital mix of land uses, and promote flexible approaches to carry out the comprehensive 

plan. 

1.1.1 Ensure that the City’s zoning code is consistent with The Minneapolis Plan and 

provides clear, understandable guidance that can readily be administered. 

1.1.2 Further integrate visual quality and design considerations into review of capital 

improvement projects. 

1.1.4 Support context-sensitive regulations for development and land use, such as overlay 

districts, in order to promote additional land use objectives. 

1.1.5 Ensure that land use regulations continue to promote development that is compatible 

with nearby properties, neighborhood character, and natural features; minimizes 

pedestrian and vehicular conflict; promotes street life and activity; reinforces public 

spaces; and visually enhances development. 

Land Use Policy 1.2: Ensure appropriate transitions between uses with different size, 

scale, and intensity. 

1.2.1 Promote quality design in new development, as well as building orientation, scale, 

massing, buffering, and setbacks that are appropriate with the context of the 

surrounding area. 

Land Use Policy 1.8: Preserve the stability and diversity of the city's neighborhoods 

while allowing for increased density in order to attract and retain long-term residents 

and businesses. 

1.8.1 Promote a range of housing types and residential densities, with highest density 

development concentrated in and along appropriate land use features. 

1.8.2 Advance land use regulations that retain and strengthen neighborhood character, 

including direction for neighborhood serving commercial uses, open space and parks, 

and campus and institutional uses. 

1.8.3  Direct uses that serve as neighborhood focal points, such as libraries, schools, and 

cultural institutions, to designated land use features. 

Housing Policy 3.6: Foster complete communities by preserving and increasing high 

quality housing opportunities suitable for all ages and household types. 

3.6.4  Provide and maintain moderate and high-density residential areas, as well as areas that 

are predominantly developed with single and two family structures. 

  

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/planning/cped_comp_plan_2030
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/planning/cped_comp_plan_2030
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the City 

Planning Commission and City Council adopt the above findings and approve the zoning code text 
amendment, amending Chapters 525 and Chapter 546. 

A. Text amendment. 

Recommended motion: Approve the zoning code text amendment reducing the minimum lot 

area requirements for two-family dwellings in the R2 Two-Family District and R2B Two-Family 

District.  

Chapter 525 related to the Zoning Code: Administration and Enforcement 

Chapter 546 related to the Zoning Code: Residence Districts 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Chapter 525 related to the Zoning Code: Administration and Enforcement 

2. Chapter 546 related to the Zoning Code: Residence Districts 

3. Maps and summary statistics 
4. Peer city comparison: housing units by type 

 

                                                

1
 United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2009-2013, 5-Year. 

2
 John R. Borchert, David Gebhard, David Lanegran, Judith A. Martin, Legacy of Minneapolis, 1983. 

3 United States Census Bureau, Families and Living Arrangements, Table HH-6, Average Population Per 

Household and Family. 
4 Family affair: Three generations make it work under one roof in a Minneapolis home, Star Tribune, 

Lynn Underwood, March 28, 2016. 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/families/data/households.html
http://www.startribune.com/family-affair-three-generations-make-it-work-under-one-roof-in-a-minneapolis-home/373581501/#1


 

AN ORDINANCE 
of the 

CITY OF 
MINNEAPOLIS 

 
By Bender and Reich 

 
Amending Title 20, Chapter 525 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Zoning Code:  
Administration and Enforcement 
 
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1. That section 525.520 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read as follows:  
  
525.520. Authorized variances. 
 
Variances from the regulations of this zoning ordinance shall be granted by the board of adjustment, city 

planning commission, or city council only in accordance with the requirements of section 525.500, and 

may be granted only in the following instances, and in no others: 

(1) To vary the yard requirements, including permitting obstructions into required yards not allowed by 

the applicable regulations. 

(2) To vary the lot area or lot width requirements up to thirty (30) percent, except for the following uses, 

where the maximum variance of thirty (30) percent shall not apply. 

a. To vary the lot area or lot width requirements up to fifty (50) percent for schools, grades K-12, located 

in the OR2, OR3 and commercial districts. 

b. To vary the lot area or lot width requirements up to fifty-five (55) percent for newly constructed two-

family dwellings located in the R2B District, provided the surrounding properties are primarily two-

family dwellings developed on lots similar in size to the proposed development. 

(3) To vary the gross floor area, floor area ratio and seating requirements of a structure or use. 

(4) Unless otherwise controlled by conditional use permit, to vary the height requirements for any 

structure, except signs, provided that the total floor area ratio on the site shall not be exceeded, and 

provided further that the maximum height of any accessory structure shall not exceed sixteen (16) feet 

or sixty (60) percent of the height of the structure to which it is accessory, whichever is greater. The 

maximum height of a detached accessory dwelling unit may be varied, provided that the height of the 

detached accessory dwelling unit shall not exceed the height of the principal structure. 

(5) To permit an increase in the maximum height of a fence. 

(6) To vary the applicable minimum and maximum number of required off-street parking, stacking or 

loading spaces. 



 

(7) To increase the percentage of required parking spaces that may be satisfied by providing compact 

spaces. 

(8) To permit parking that cannot comply with the location requirements for on-site parking, as specified 

in Chapter 537, Accessory Uses and Structures, and Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading. 

(9) To increase by not more than five hundred (500) feet the maximum distance that required parking 

spaces are permitted to be located from the use served, and where off-site parking is prohibited, to 

allow off-site parking up to five hundred (500) feet away. 

(10) To vary the location of off-site parking, as specified in Table 541-5 Location of Off-Site Parking, 

provided such off-site parking is not located in a residence or office residence district. 

(11) To increase the maximum number of vehicles permitted to be parked outdoors. 

(12) To vary the minimum width of single or two-family dwellings and multiple-family dwellings of three 

(3) and four (4) units provided the dwelling is located on a zoning lot existing on the effective date of 

this ordinance that is forty (40) feet or less in width. 

(13) To increase the maximum allowed length of a recreational vehicle, or to permit the parking of such 

vehicle outside the rear forty (40) feet of the lot, as regulated in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and 

Loading. In no case shall the variance allow such vehicle to exceed thirty-five (35) feet in length. 

(14) To reduce the minimum required width of parking aisles or to increase the maximum width of 

driveways in any zoning district, as regulated in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, or to 

reduce the minimum required width of driveways in the residence and OR1 Districts from ten (10) feet 

to eight (8) feet, provided there is no alley or alternative public access to the lot. 

(15) To vary the maximum lot coverage and impervious surface coverage requirements. 

(16) To vary the surfacing requirements of Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading. Factors to be 

considered in varying the surfacing requirements for the industrial districts shall include but not be 

limited to the following: The yard and parking uses are in the same area; use of heavy equipment will 

cause excessive hard surface breakup; parking movements are infrequent; the area is distant from other 

nonindustrial zone uses; or water infiltration is ecologically desirable. 

(17) To permit development in the SH Shoreland Overlay District on a steep slope or bluff, or within 

forty (40) feet of the top of a steep slope or bluff. 

(18) To permit development in the SH Shoreland Overly District within fifty (50) feet of a protected 

water. 

(19) To permit alternative forms of flood protection for uses and structures located in the FP Floodplain 

Overlay District, provided no variance shall permit a lower degree of flood protection than the 

regulatory flood protection elevation for the particular area or permit standards lower than those 

required by state law. In areas designated as AO zones on the flood insurance rate map, a variance may 



 

be granted to the requirement that buildings be elevated to one (1) foot above the elevation of the 

ground surface prior to construction next to the proposed walls of the building, provided the application 

includes a detailed hydraulic analysis that supports such variance as sound floodplain management and 

a letter of map revision from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

(20) To vary the standards of any overlay district, other than the SH Shoreland Overly District or the FP 

Floodplain Overlay District. 

(21) To vary the number, type, height, area or location of allowed signs on property located in an OR2 or 

OR3 District or a commercial, downtown or industrial district, pursuant to Chapter 543, On-Premise 

Signs. 

(22) To vary the development standards of Chapter 536, Specific Development Standards and Chapter 

537, Accessory Uses and Structures, except that specific minimum distance and spacing requirements 

may be varied only to allow for the relocation of an existing use where the relocation will increase the 

spacing between such use and any use from which it is nonconforming as to spacing, or will increase the 

distance between such use and any protected boundary or use from which it is nonconforming as to 

distance. Further, the owner occupancy requirement for accessory dwelling units shall not be varied. 

(23) To vary the limit of one (1) principal residential structure per zoning lot for structures located in the 

R2 District existing on the effective date of this ordinance, provided at least one (1) of the structures 

shall have a minimum of six thousand (6,000) square feet of floor area. 

(24) To permit development on a zoning lot existing on the effective date of this ordinance that cannot 

comply with the requirement of frontage on a public street, where it is determined that there is 

sufficient access to the property without such frontage. 

(25) To vary the screening and landscaping requirements of this zoning ordinance. 

(26) To vary the enclosed building requirements of this zoning ordinance. 

(27) To vary the minimum sign spacing standards and nonconforming sign area credits requirements of 

Chapter 544, Off-Premise Advertising Signs and Billboards, to allow the relocation of an existing off-

premise advertising sign of the same or less square footage, where removal of the sign is necessary to 

allow a development that includes not less than thirty (30) housing units that meet the definition of 

affordable housing, or to allow a mixed-income development of not less than thirty (30) housing units 

that receives city financial assistance, or to allow a capital improvement project of a governmental 

agency. An existing off-premise advertising sign shall include but not be limited to a sign existing on June 

17, 2002. 

(28) To vary the width and location restrictions on attached garages facing the front lot line for 

residential uses. 

(29) To vary the development standards of Chapter 535, Plazas. 



 

(30) To vary the requirement for enclosed off-street parking for new single- and two-family dwellings 

established after November 1, 2009. 

(31) To permit curb cut access to the street for properties with an alley that serves a single- and two-

family dwelling or multiple-family dwelling having three (3) or four (4) units. 
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Amending Title 20, Chapter 546 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Zoning Code:  
Residence Districts. 
 
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1. That the following portion of Table 546-7 R2 Lot Dimension and Building Bulk Requirements 
be amended to read as follows:  
 
Table 546-7 R2 Lot Dimension and Building Bulk Requirements 

Uses Minimum Lot Area 
(Square Feet) 

Minimum Lot 
Width 
(Feet) 

Maximum 
Floor Area 
Ratio 
(Multiplier) 

RESIDENTIAL USES  

Dwellings  

Single-family dwelling 6,000 40 0.5 or 2,500 sq. ft. of GFA, 
whichever is greater 

Two-family dwelling 12,000 6,000 40 0.5 or 2,500 sq. ft. of GFA per unit, 
whichever is greater 

 
Section 2. That the following portion of Table 546-9 R2B Lot Dimensions and Building Bulk Requirements 
be amended to read as follows: 
 
Table 546-9 R2B Lot Dimensions and Building Bulk Requirements   

Uses Minimum Lot Area 
(Square Feet) 

Minimum Lot 
Width 
(Feet) 

Maximum 
Floor Area 
Ratio 
(Multiplier) 

RESIDENTIAL USES  

Dwellings  

Single-family dwelling 5,000 40 0.5 or 2,500 sq. ft. of GFA, 
whichever is greater 



 

Two-family dwelling, 
existing on January 1, 
1995 

5,000 40 0.5 or 2,500 sq. ft. of GFA, 
whichever is greater 

Two-family dwelling, 
established after January 
1, 1995 

10,000 40 0.5 or 2,500 sq. ft. of GFA, 
whichever is greater 
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Size and Number of Parcels in R2 District 
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R2B District

R2B Parcels 
Under 
10,000 
square feet

21,250

Percentage 
of Total R2B 
Parcels 96%

R2 Parcels 
Under 
12,000 
square feet

366

Percentage 
of Total R2 
Parcels 74%

Parcel size

Parcels smaller than 
minimum lot area

Parcel size

Parcels smaller than 
minimum lot area

R2
2%

R2B
98%

Existing R2 & R2B Zoning 

22,654 R2 & R2B Parcels
R2: 497

R2B: 22,157

R2 & R2B Analysis
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PEER CITY COMPARISON: HOUSING UNITS BY TYPE

1, DETACHED 1, ATTACHED 2 3 OR 4 5 TO 9 10 TO 19 20 TO 49 50 OR MORE OTHER

Data: ACS 2009 - 2013




