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M E M O R A N D U M  

TO:  Heritage Preservation Commission 

FROM: Brian Schaffer, Principal City Planner, (612) 673-2670 

DATE: March 8, 2016 

SUBJECT: National Register of Historic Places Nomination – McLeod & Smith Inc., 
Headquarters, 700-708 Central Avenue NE 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

On January 4, 2016 the Minnesota Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) sent the 
Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission a letter requesting comments on the nomination of the 
McLeod and Smith Inc., Headquarters to the National Register of Historic Places. The national register 
of historic places registration form was prepared by Charlene Roise, Rachel Peterson and Jennifer 
Hembree (Attachment A). The property is located at 700-708 Central Avenue NE.  

 

As a Certified Local Government (CLG), the Commission is compelled by federal law to participate in 
the National Register nomination process as follows: 

• Afford the public a reasonable opportunity to comment on the nomination; 
• Prepare a report as to whether or not the subject property is eligible for National Register 

listing; and 
• Have a chief local elected official (the Mayor) submit this report and his/her recommendation to 

the Minnesota State Preservation Officer within sixty days of the notice from SHPO1 

 

                                                

 

 

 

 
1 More than a simple comment letter, this report provides the City with significant decision making power in the 
matter. If both the Commission and chief local elected official recommend that the subject property should not be 
nominated to the a National Register, the SHPO shall take no further action, unless within thirty days of the receipt 
of such recommendation by the SHPO an appeal is filed with the State. If such an appeal is filed, the State shall 
follow the procedures for making nomination pursuant to established procedures. Even then, the City’s report and 
recommendations are included with the nomination submitted the State to the Keeper of the National Register. 
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PREVIOUS REVIEWS 

700-708 Central Avenue was included in the 2003 Northeast and 2011 Central Core Surveys. In the 
surveys it was identified as a contributing property to the potential Hennepin Central Commercial 
Historic District.   

In 2007, an application for its demolition (Demolition of Historic Resource Application) was made and 
then withdrawn. 

 

NOMINATION REVIEW 

To be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, a property must be significant in a given 
context and retain its integrity, defined as its ability to communicate that significance.  

Significance 

The nomination has identified that the McLeod and Smith Inc., Headquarters meets National Register 
Criteria A, the property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. The areas of significance is industry for its association with McLeod and Smith, 
Inc. one of the earliest, largest, and most successful furniture manufactures in Minneapolis. Established in 
1888, McLeod and Smith rose to prominence as an early manufacturer of upholstered furniture.  The 
firm constructed its first factory in 1897 at the corner of Central Avenue and Seventh Street in 
Minneapolis’s burgeoning furniture district.  The company’s presence in the district helped pave the way 
for a thriving furniture industry in the area.  Extreme growth early in the twentieth century necessitated 
more space and McLeod and Smith constructed a second adjoining building in 1909. The period of 
significance for the complex begins in 1897 with the construction of the first building and ends in 1928 
when founder Hiram Smith retired.   

The nomination presents a strong national and local context for the rise of the furniture industry in 
Minneapolis and the role of McLeod and Smith Inc. in that industry.  It documents the company’s growth 
and expansion and its ultimate demise as the lumber industry in Minnesota, which the furniture was so 
intrinsically tied, declined.  

Integrity 

The nomination provides a complete description of the property’s features and demonstrates that the 
property retains sufficient integrity to merit listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The Nominators have prepared a nomination that demonstrates the subject property’s significance to 
the history of Minneapolis and Minnesota.  CPED recommends that the Commission adopt this CPED 
report, approve the nomination, and direct staff to transmit a letter summarizing the report to the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. 

 

ATTACHMENT 

A. National Register of Historic Places Nomination prepared by Charlene Roise, Rachel 
Peterson and Jennifer Hembree. 
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