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Minneapolis Zoning Code History 

• 1924 – 1st zoning code. 
• 1963 – 2nd zoning code. 

Includes off-street parking 
regulations.  

• 1999 – current zoning code 
adopted. 

• 2009 – substantial revisions 
to off-street parking 
regulations adopted, but 
most revisions did not 
change rules for residential 
development.  
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Current Residential Requirements 

• Most areas: minimum of 1 parking space per 
dwelling unit 

• No parking required in downtown districts 
• Existing transit incentive for multiple-family 

dwellings (zoning code section 541.200) 
• The minimum parking requirement may be reduced by 

10% if the proposed use is located within 300 feet of a 
transit stop with midday service headways of 30 minutes 
or less in each direction. 
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Factors Influencing Reform: 

Affordability 

Policy 3.6: Foster complete communities by preserving and increasing 
high quality housing opportunities suitable for all ages and household 
types.  
• 3.6.1   Promote the development of housing suitable for people and 

households in all life stages that can be adapted to accommodate 
changing housing needs over time.  

• 3.6.2   Promote housing development in all communities that meets the 
needs of households of different sizes and income levels.  

• 3.6.3   Maintain a healthy supply of multifamily ownership and rental 
housing, and promote the development of alternative forms of 
homeownership such as cooperative housing and cohousing.  

The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth: 



 
Factors Influencing Reform: 

Affordability 
 • Constructing parking is 

expensive.  
• Construction and 

maintenance costs are passed 
onto renters and buyers. 

• Recent study from Portland 
found that the average cost of 
constructing parking ranged 
from: 

• $3,000/space – surface 
parking 

• $20,000/space – structured 
(above ground) 

• $55,000/space – underground   
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Factors Influencing Reform: 
Transportation 
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The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth: 
“The City is committed to a policy direction 
designed to reduce car use, and thereby 
moderate both vehicle traffic and demand for 
parking. This includes land use policies and 
parking strategies that encourage increased 
use of transit, walking, biking, and carpooling. 
To address parking and mobility issues 
comprehensively, these strategies need to 
address the supply, management, and demand 
for parking spaces.”  
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Automobile Ownership in Minneapolis 
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Availability of Vehicles in Minneapolis Households 
No vehicle available 18% 
1 vehicle available 42% 
2 vehicles available 31% 
3 vehicles available 6% 
4 or more vehicles available  3% 

Source: 2013 American Community Survey 2013 

Automobile Ownership in Minneapolis 



Mobility in Minneapolis 

Expanding options for 
moving around the city… 
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Factors Influencing Reform: 
Land Use/Urban Design 

The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth: 
“Housing growth brings the benefits of increased density, 
but location matters. New housing that is located on the 
city’s best transit corridors or in centers of activity provides 
the greatest benefits, and is the least disruptive of existing 
neighborhoods.”  
• Policy 3.2: Support housing density in locations that are 

well connected by transit, and are close to commercial, 
cultural and natural amenities.  
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The Influence of Parking on Design  
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The Influence of Parking on Design  
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The Influence of Parking on Design  
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The Influence of Parking on Design  
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The Influence of Parking on Design  
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DRAFT Proposal 

Transit proximity and frequency* Authorized reduction 
from minimum 

parking requirement 
(5 – 50 dwelling units) 

Authorized reduction 
from minimum 

parking requirement 
(51 dwelling units or 

more) 
Within 350 feet of a bus or rail transit 
stop with midday service headways of 15 
minutes or less.  

100 percent 100 percent 

Within 1/4 mile of a bus transit stop with 
midday service headways of 15 minutes 
or less, or within 1/2 mile of a rail transit 
stop with midday service headways of 15 
minutes or less 

100 percent 50 percent 
  

Within 350 feet of a bus or rail transit 
stop with midday service headways 
between 15 minutes and 30 minutes  

10 percent 10 percent 

 

*In addition to existing transit stops, incentives shall apply to rail transit stops for which a Full 
Funding Grant Agreement has been executed by the Federal Transit Administration.   

 

Table 541-4.5  Transit Incentive for Multiple-Family Dwellings 
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Map of Draft Proposal 
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Zoning Districts 
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Peer Cities 
Residential Off-Street Parking Requirements Near Transit 

St. Paul, MN No parking required in traditional neighborhood districts 
within a ¼ mile of University Avenue.  

Portland, OR No parking required for 30-unit buildings near high frequency 
bus or transit line; 500 feet and 1,500 feet respectively.  0.33 
space are required for buildings with 51 units or more.  

Seattle, WA No parking required within station area overlay districts and 
no parking required within commercial or multifamily zones 
within urban villages that are within  1/4 mile of frequent 
transit service.  

Salt Lake City, UT No parking required within the core of  transit station areas. 
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Factors That Influence Residential 
Parking Supply 

While ordinance amendment 
would provide greater 
flexibility, ultimately, parking 
supply would be determined 
by a balance of the following 
factors: 
• Market demand 
• Lender requirements 
• Cost 
• Physical/space 

constraints  
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Process and Proposed Timeline 

• Ongoing:  Staff analysis and public feedback 
• Jason Wittenberg: jason.wittenberg@minneapolismn.gov 
• Aaron Hanauer: aaron.hanauer@minneapolismn.gov  

• June 15th – City Planning Commission.  
• Public hearing. Public input accepted in writing or 

verbally at City Planning Commission meeting.  

• June 25th – City Council Zoning & Planning 
Committee: 

• July 10th – City Council 
• July 18th – Publication. Ordinance in effect.    

 
 
 
 

26 

mailto:jason.wittenberg@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:aaron.hanauer@minneapolismn.gov


Q&A 
• Project web page: 

• http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/WCMS1P-141081 
• Council Member Lisa Bender 
 10th Ward City Council Member 

• Ben Somogyi 
 10th Ward Senior Policy Aide 

• Jason Wittenberg  
 Manager, Community Planning & Economic Development 

• Aaron Hanauer 
 Senior City Planner, Community Planning & Economic Development 

• Peter Crandall 
 Urban Designer, Community Planning & Economic Development 
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