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MEETING AGENDA
•  Welcome/Introduction 

•  Community Engagement Recommendations from 
Previous SC Meeting

•  Technical Advisory Committee Meeting Summary

•  Park Assessment Update

•  Physical Inventory

•  Physical Elements Matrix

•  Public Realm, Parks, and Themes

•  Group Exercise

•  Public Comment
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Discussion from Steering Committee Meeting #1
•  Vested individuals/groups to consult on this project

•  Networks, blogs, social media users interested in 
Downtown that could spread the word

•  Existing visitor surveys or research efforts, underway 
or planned

•  Connections to property management companies 
Downtown

•  Contact with providers of social services/faith-based 
organizations Downtown

•  Ideal locations/events for intercept surveys
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TECHNICAL ADVISORY MEETING #3

»» Report on Small Group/Take-Home Exercises

»» Update on Community Engagement Plan

»» Park Assessment Update

»» City Standard Streets vs. Enhanced Streets

»» Downtown Corridors, Destinations and 
Placemaking

»» Small Group Workshop: Mapping Downtown

Summary
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PARKS ASSESSMENT UPDATE

•  Athletic fields and courts (baseball, basketball, 
handball, horseshoe, shuffleboard, soccer, tennis, 
volleyball

•  Furniture (benches, bike racks, charcoal grills, game 
tables, trash bins, drinking fountains, picnic tables)

•  Signage and lighting

•  Playgrounds and workout equipment

•  Building structures

•  Dog parks

•  Skate-parks

Information gathered:
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STANDARD VS. ENHANCED STREET
LIGHTING SEATINGWAYFINDING/

SIGNAGE

Acorn, shoebox, teardrop, and 
lantern are standard styles

Signage on Nicollet Mall U.S. Benchcorp standard bench

Flexible seating (custom/mod-
ern styles) with wood, metal

Modern fixtures with 
Additional features

Custom, lighted wayfinding 
signage

EXISTING

ENHANCED

STREET
ELEMENTS
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BIKE RACKS
GREEN 

INFRASTRUCTURESURFACES

“Lollipop” style Standard concrete Interconnected tree pits

Curb cut inlets, rain gardens, 
vegetated infiltration systems

Custom bike racks/storage Pervious pavers, 
custom patterns

EXISTING

ENHANCED

STREET
ELEMENTS

STANDARD VS. ENHANCED STREET
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STANDARD VS. ENHANCED STREET
STREET TREES
/PLANTINGS

PUBLIC ARTTRASH/
RECYCLING

Tree pits or trenches, with mulch and 
ground-cover plants; 7’ min boulevard

Standard DID garbage and recycling 
bins Artistic grate cover on Nicollet Mall

Interactive, multi-sensory artWidth varies, native plantings, 
infiltration basins/gardens

‘Smart’ bins with more options 
for composting, etc...

EXISTING

ENHANCED

STREET
ELEMENTS
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THEMES+PROGRAMMING
»» Mobility and access
»» Wayfinding
»» Commerce
»» Social gathering
»» Events and 

programming

»» Play and recreation
»» Urban agriculture
»» Green infrastructure
»» Image and identity
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DEFINING “PATHS & PLACES”
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DEFINING “PATHS & PLACES”
The downtown public realm should be a navigable network 
of PLACES with a clear hierarchy and legible identity.
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DEFINING “PATHS & PLACES”
The Mississippi riverfront and the park system is a key to 
our civic identity.  
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DEFINING “PATHS & PLACES”
With a new density of residential living downtown, a bustling 
work population, and future potential for streetcar, Nicollet 
Mall will be re-energized  
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DEFINING “PATHS & PLACES”
The 5th Ave. LRT corridor could be considered an “event 
corridor”; as one of the primary arrival points for visitors, this 
corridor should be active and welcoming. 
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DEFINING “PATHS & PLACES”

Programmable Street

Programmable District DRAFT CONCEPT

»» Corridors
»» Districts
»» Events & 

Happenings
»» Landmarks
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DEFINING “PATHS & PLACES”
»» Corridors
»» Event/Activity Corridor

»» Arts & Cultural Corridor

»» Corridor of Arrival

»» Districts
»» [Venue] District 

»» Shopping/Dining District

»» Character District

»» [Amenity] District

»» Happenings
»» Farmers Markets

»» Civic Gathering

»» Street or District Events 

»» Big Venue Events

»» Landmarks 
»» Important Buildings

»» Iconic Features

»» Views 
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DEFINING “PATHS & PLACES”

»» Each small group will create a map with 
at least corridors, districts, happenings, 
and landmarks. 

»» Each group should add more 
categories and symbols as needed, and 
create a legend to define the features 
you are representing.
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PARKS VISIONING EXERCISE

•  With symbols or one or two words, please indicated 
the dominant character or use of the existing parks.

•  With dotted lines, articulate the key corridor gaps 
within and to Downtown. This includes trails, paths, 
greenways, sidewalks, bridges, etc. They can be 
connectors to parks or key public spaces in and of 
themselves.

•  With polygons or circles, indicate search areas for 
future parks.

Define Existing Park Character

Identify Corridor Gaps

Identify Park Search Areas
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GROUP EXERCISE
•  Where are the gaps in the parks assessment - both in 

information gathering and opportunities for change

•  What would a seamless connection between parks in 
Downtown Minneapolis look like? Linkages...

•  Corridors/destinations and meaningful themes/
activities
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NEXT STEPS

»» TAC will meet first Tuesday of every month 
through May 2015: 

•  2/3, 3/3, 4/7, 5/5

•  3/19, 5/21, 7/16

»» Upcoming Steering Committee meetings:


