
 

Date Application Deemed Complete June 19, 2014 Date Extension Letter Sent N/A 

End of 60-Day Decision Period August 18, 2014 End of 120-Day Decision Period N/A 

 

CPED STAFF REPORT 
Prepared for the Heritage Preservation Commission 
 
 

 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Property Location: 1 (3) Lourdes Place 
Project Name:  Our Lady of Lourdes – Church and Steeple Lighting 
Prepared By: Becca Farrar-Hughes, Senior City Planner, (612) 673-3594 
Applicant:  Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 

Project Contact:   Landscape Research, LLC, Attn: Amy Lucas 
Ward: 3 
Neighborhood: Nicollet Island-East Bank Neighborhood Association 
Request:  To up-light the church and steeple. 
Required Applications: 
Certificate of 
Appropriateness 

To allow the up-lighting of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, a 
contributing building in the Saint Anthony Falls Historic District. 

 

HISTORIC PROPERTY INFORMATION 
 
Current Name Our Lady of Lourdes 
Historic Name First Universalist Church 
Historic Address 21-27 Prince Street Southeast 
Original 
Construction Date 1856-1857 

Original Architect Unknown 
Original Builder Unknown 
Original Engineer Unknown 
Historic Use Church 
Current Use Church 
Proposed Use Church 

  

HPC Agenda Item #3 
August 5, 2014 
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CLASSIFICATION 
 

Local Historic District Saint Anthony Falls Historic District 
Period of Significance 1858-1940 
Criteria of Significance Architecture and Social Significance 
Date of Local Designation 1971 
Date of National Register Listing N/A 

Applicable Design Guidelines 
Saint Anthony Falls Historic District Guidelines 
Secretary of the Interior Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties 

 

SUMMARY 

BACKGROUND. Our Lady of Lourdes Church, located at 1 Lourdes Place (formerly 21-27 Prince 
Street SE), is the oldest church in continuous use in Minneapolis, and it is one of the oldest structures in 
the St. Anthony Falls Historic District.  The structure is a contributing building in the district, reflecting 
the significance of the district. The limestone-clad building was constructed in 1856-1857 by the First 
Universalist Society of St. Anthony.  In 1877, the church was sold to a French Canadian congregation 
that substantially enlarged the church in 1881-1883 to its present appearance and remodeled it to reflect 
the character of Canadian French Provincial models.  The church was originally constructed in the 
Gothic Revival style but incorporated additional elements from other architectural styles including 
Romanesque and Second Empire.  Over time, additions to the structure have doubled the size of the 
building, the pitch of the roof was increased, a transept and apse, and a Gothic-style wood steeple were 
added. The two-story, Neo-Classical Rectory, was designed by Minneapolis architect C.F. Struck and 
built in 1903. The changes in ownership and architectural styles are a visual reminder of the tiers of 
history found along the Minneapolis riverfront. 

APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL.  Landscape Research, LLC, on behalf of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 
has applied for a Certificate of Appropriateness application to allow for the up-lighting of the church and 
steeple. The church and steeple have been lit in the past by building mounted fixtures as evidenced by 
extant but not currently utilized electrical systems on the building as well as by lights attached to poles 
and rooftops located on surrounding buildings. Most recently, five auxiliary lights were directed at the 
steeple including: two lights on the Riverplace parking ramp which required yearly contracts; two lights 
on a pole on the north side of the church property; and a single light on the mechanical equipment 
located on the roof of the neighboring parking ramp to the south. These lights produced light spill 
resulting in nuisance lighting in the neighborhood.  The church discontinued lighting of the steeple at 
night due to complaints by residents. 

The applicant proposes to utilize small, energy efficient LED fixtures/bulbs attached directly to the 
building.  The design features controlled, direct lighting and there would be no nuisance or spillover 
lighting or any exposed conduit at any portion of the installation.   

Five different levels of lighting and three different fixture types are proposed on the face of the building 
as noted in the attached plans and described below: 

(1) The first level would include four “V1” lights on the roof of the entry vestibule as close as 
possible to the building wall.  These linear lights measure 1.97 inches by 1.56 inches and are 48 
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inches long.  The lights would use existing electrical conduit from a previous lighting system and 
would not be visible from the street.  No new penetrations would be necessary. 

(2) The second level would include four “V1” lights on the roof of the stone vestibule.  As 
previously noted these linear lights measure 1.97 inches by 1.56 inches and are 48 inches long.    
The lights would also utilize an existing electrical conduit from a previous lighting system and 
would not be visible from the street.  No new penetrations would be necessary. 

(3) The third level would include four “FF” lights proposed on the smaller side steeples on either 
side of the slope of the steeple roof.  These lights measure 3.6 inches wide by 8.38 inches tall 
and 5.25 inches thick; they are considered small flood lights.  There is existing electrical at the 
interior of these steeples and direct access to each fixture would be through a single one inch 
opening.  The fixtures would be painted green to match the existing copper finish. 

(4) The fourth level would include two “V1” lights at the base of the wood steeple as close to the 
wall as possible.   As previously noted these linear lights measure 1.97 inches by 1.56 inches and 
are 48 inches long. There is existing electrical at the open bell tower of the steeple for access to 
each fixture and the lights would not be visible from the street. 

(5) The fifth level would include eight “FS” lights on the central steeple.  These lights measure 4 
inches by 8.38 inches tall and 5.25 inches thick; they are considered spot lights.  Six of the eight 
fixtures would highlight the copper panels and two would be dedicated towards highlighting the 
cross.  Direct access to each fixture would be through a single one inch opening.  The fixtures 
would be painted green to match the existing copper finish. 

The “V1” fixtures would be controlled by a dimming system and the “FF” and “FS” fixtures would be 
controlled by a programmable time clock.  As previously noted, there would be no exposed conduit. 

RELATED APPROVALS.  

Planning Case # Application Description Action 

BZH-25092 Certificate of No 
Change 

Re-roof in kind – part of 
previously approved C of A 
approved in February 2007. 

Approved in 2007. 

BZH-25178 Certificate of No 
Change 

Construction of small 
entrance portico to 
basement level, 
removal/repair of exterior 
chimneys – part of 
previously approved C of A 
approved in February 2007. 

Approved in 2007. 

BZH-27645 

 

Certificate of 
Appropriateness 

To allow condensing units 
for air conditioning 
purposes on the roof of the 
church sacristy.   

Approved in 2013. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS. Staff has not received official correspondence from the Nicollet Island-East 
Bank Neighborhood Association.  Neighborhood letters received prior to the printing of this report are 
attached.  Any additional correspondence received prior to the public meeting will be forwarded on to 
the Heritage Preservation Commission for consideration.  
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ANALYSIS 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development has analyzed the application to 
allow for the up-lighting of the church and steeple based on the following findings: 

1. The alteration is compatible with and continues to support the criteria of significance and period of 
significance for which the landmark or historic district was designated. 

The proposal to mount fixtures on to the building that provide exterior lighting of the church 
and steeple is compatible with and continues to support the criteria of significance and period of 
significance for which Our Lady of Lourdes is a contributing building to the St. Anthony Falls 
Historic District. The St. Anthony Falls Historic District is significant in part for the mill and 
industrial buildings from the 19th century and early 20th century which propelled Minneapolis to 
become the largest city in Minnesota (the period of significance is from 1858-1940) as well as 
culturally significant due to the geologic and geographic significance of the falls.  

A total of eighteen fixtures of three different types (as described above) are proposed to be 
installed on the building.   The proposed “V1” fixtures, totaling ten of the eighteen proposed 
fixtures, would utilize existing penetrations and existing electrical conduit.  They are linear and 
low profile. Staff is not concerned with the location, profile or specifications for the proposed 
“V1” fixtures.   

New penetrations would be required and new electrical installed for the eight proposed “FF” 
and “FS” fixtures.  While the proposed “FF” and “FS” fixtures are larger and would each require 
a one inch penetration, given the height of the elements the applicant proposes to illuminate and 
given the overall height of the structure above grade, the fixtures are appropriate and would 
likely not be visible, especially due to the fact that the applicant proposes to paint them to match 
their surroundings.  In addition, all lighting as proposed would be clear light and adjustable in 
terms of illumination levels.   

2. The alteration is compatible with and supports the interior and/or exterior designation in which the 
property was designated. 

The proposed alteration is compatible with and supports the criteria of significance and period 
of significance for which the historic district was designated. The overall impact of the proposed 
fixtures and the up-lighting of the church and steeple on the district as a whole would be 
negligible.  As previously noted, the church and steeple have been lit in the past; the proposal to 
utilize small, energy efficient LED fixtures/bulbs attached directly to the building would allow the 
building to be illuminated in a controlled manner as the design features would be regulated, 
direct lighting and there would be no nuisance or spillover lighting or any exposed conduit at 
any portion of the installation.  Further, given the placement, the proposed fixtures would likely 
not be visible from the street or at grade across the street. 

3. The alteration is compatible with and will ensure continued integrity of the landmark or historic district 
for which the district was designated. 

The proposed work would not affect the building’s location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, or association and would not, therefore, affect the building’s integrity.     

http://library.municode.com/HTML/11490/level4/MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE.html#MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE_599.210DECR
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4. The alteration will not materially impair the significance and integrity of the landmark, historic district or 
nominated property under interim protection as evidenced by the consistency of alterations with the 
applicable design guidelines adopted by the commission. 

The St. Anthony Falls Historic District Design Guidelines were recently updated, and approved 
by the City Council in October of 2012.   The property is located within the Hennepin & 
Central District Character Area. The guidelines state the following regarding the area: “The 
current configuration of the Hennepin and Central District contains a disparate collection of 
historic buildings including a collection of historic storefront buildings on Hennepin and First 
Avenue Northeast, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, and the Art Godfrey house, which was moved 
into Chute Square, an open space across Central Avenue from the library. Interspersed among 
these historic buildings are more recent high rise residential townhomes and other commercial 
and residential development.”  The guidelines specific to this area further discuss site and 
landscape guidelines as well as building design, equipment and roof standards which are not 
applicable in this specific circumstance.  The guidelines do not specifically address lighting of 
historic buildings or features. 

Despite the fact that the guidelines do not address lighting of historic buildings or features, Staff 
routinely takes into account practical considerations when lighting is proposed which include: 
fixture type, the number, diameter, as well as the location of penetrations (preferably mortar 
joints or non-historic material); color, type and amount/intensity of the light.  Given the 
proposed lighting plan, Staff would concur that the alteration would not materially impair the 
significance and integrity of the district. 

5. The alteration will not materially impair the significance and integrity of the landmark, historic district or 
nominated property under interim protection as evidenced by the consistency of alterations with the 
recommendations contained in The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

The proposed alteration is compatible with the guidelines of The Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  The addition of exterior building mounted 
light fixtures on the front façade of the church would comply as a rehabilitation project that 
meets Standard 1 and Standard 9.  

Standard 1: A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires 
minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new 
work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 
features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

6. The certificate of appropriateness conforms to all applicable regulations of this preservation ordinance 
and is consistent with the applicable policies of the comprehensive plan and applicable preservation 
policies in small area plans adopted by the city council. 

The project would comply with Policy 8.1 which states that the City will, “Preserve, maintain, 
and designate districts, landmarks, and historic resources which serve as reminders of the city's 
architecture, history, and culture,” as well as implementation step, 8.1.1, which states: “Protect 
historic resources from modifications that are not sensitive to their historic significance.”  The 
project would not modify the building in ways that are insensitive to its historical character. 
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Before approving a Certificate of Appropriateness, and based upon the evidence presented in each 
application submitted, the Commission shall make findings that alterations are proposed in a manner 
that demonstrates that the Applicant has made adequate consideration of the following documents and 
regulations: 

7. The description and statement of significance in the original nomination upon which designation of the 
landmark or historic district was based. 

The applicant submitted a statement outlining how they feel the proposed work meets the 
guidelines of The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  
The applicant does not believe that the addition of lighting would destroy the historic materials, 
features and spatial relationships that characterize the property and they do not believe that the 
installation would not harm the building’s structural integrity. 

8. Where applicable, adequate consideration of Title 20 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, Zoning 
Code, Chapter 530, Site Plan Review. 

The proposal does not trigger Site Plan Review as required by Chapter 530 of the Zoning Code.  
However, as required, all lighting must comply with the lighting standards as outlined in 
Chapters 535 and 541 and Staff shall review the details of the fixtures in the final review prior to 
permit issuance.   

9. The typology of treatments delineated in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties and the associated guidelines for preserving, rehabilitating, reconstructing, and 
restoring historic buildings. 

The applicant submitted a statement saying that the alteration makes adequate consideration for 
the treatments delineated in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties as the proposed scope of work is compatible and the project alterations are 
reversible. The application complies with the rehabilitation guidelines of the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties as discussed in finding #5 above.       

Before approving a Certificate of Appropriateness that involves alterations to a property within an 
historic district, the Commission shall make findings based upon, but not limited to, the following: 
 

10. The alteration is compatible with and will ensure continued significance and integrity of all contributing 
properties in the historic district based on the period of significance for which the district was designated. 

As proposed, the alteration is compatible with and ensures the continued significance and 
integrity of all contributing properties within the St. Anthony Falls Historic District.   Installing 
exterior fixtures on the building to up-light the church and steeple that are relatively small, 
include minimal penetrations, and no exposed conduit and that either are not visible or are 
painted to match would comply with this finding.  

11. Granting the certificate of appropriateness will be in keeping with the spirit and intent of the ordinance 
and will not negatively alter the essential character of the historic district. 

The spirit and intent of the City of Minneapolis’ Heritage Preservation Regulations is to preserve 
historically significant buildings, structures, sites, objects, districts, and cultural landscapes of the 
community while permitting appropriate changes to be made to these properties. The granting 
of the certificate of appropriateness to allow the church and steeple to be lit in a more efficient 
and less obtrusive manner would enhance the visibility of the existing historic structure.  
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12. The certificate of appropriateness will not be injurious to the significance and integrity of other resources 
in the historic district and will not impede the normal and orderly preservation of surrounding resources 
as allowed by regulations in the preservation ordinance.   

Granting the certificate of appropriateness with the conditions of approval listed below would 
not be injurious to the significance and integrity of other resources in the historic district nor 
would it impede the normal and orderly preservation of surrounding resources as allowed by 
regulations in the preservation ordinance.  The proposed up-lighting of the church and steeple 
should not have any adverse visual impacts on the overall character of the district and the 
proposed lighting maintains the integrity of the church and the intent of the district guidelines. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendation of the Department of Community Planning and Economic Development 
for the Certificate of Appropriateness: 

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage 
Preservation Commission adopt the above findings and approve the Certificate of Appropriateness to 
allow up-lighting of the church and steeple of Our Lady of Lourdes Church located at 1 (3) Lourdes 
Place subject to the following conditions: 

1. By ordinance, approvals are valid for a period of two years from the date of the decision 
unless required permits are obtained and the action approved is substantially begun and 
proceeds in a continuous basis toward completion.  Upon written request and for good 
cause, the planning director may grant up to a one year extension if the request is made in 
writing no later than August 5, 2016. 

2. By ordinance, all approvals granted in this Certificate of Appropriateness shall remain in 
effect as long as all of the conditions and guarantees of such approvals are observed.  Failure 
to comply with such conditions and guarantees shall constitute a violation of this Certificate 
of Appropriateness and may result in termination of the approval. 

3. All workmanship must be completed in conformance with the Secretary of Interior 
Standards, see: http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/standguide/. 

4. Final plans shall include fixtures that meet the size stipulations and locational specifications 
as well as the color and luminance level noted in the attached plans. 

5. All building mounted and pole mounted off-site light fixtures used to illuminate the church 
shall be removed from said premises prior to the installation of the fixtures on the church. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Zoning map 
2. Written description and findings submitted by applicant 
3. Correspondence 
4. Plans 
5. Fixture details 
6. Photos  

 

http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/standguide/













































































	BZH-28271 Our Lady of Lourdes lighting
	HERITAGE PRESERVATION APPLICATION SUMMARY
	CLASSIFICATION
	SUMMARY
	ANALYSIS
	CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
	RECOMMENDATIONS
	ATTACHMENTS

	Attachment 1
	Attachment 2

