CPED STAFF REPORT CPC Agenda ltem #|

Prepared for the City Planning Commission

Minneapolis
City of Lakes

June 9,2014
Vac-1623

LAND USE APPLICATION SUMMARY

Property Location:
Project Name:
Prepared By:

Applicant:

Project Contact:

Not applicable
Not applicable
Janelle Widmeier, Senior City Planner, (612) 673-3156

City of Minneapolis Department of Community Planning and Economic
Development (CPED)

Matt Goldstein

Request: Vacate a no-outlet alley located between the properties of 300 2d Street South
and 333 [st Street South.

Required Applications:

| Vacation | Of a no-outlet public alley. |

SITE DATA

Legal Description

The remaining no outlet alley in Block 18, Town of Minneapolis, beginning at
3rd Avenue South between Ist and 24 Streets South, and running southeasterly
approximately 208 feet.

Existing Zoning

C3A Community Activity Center District; MR Mississippi River Critical Area
Overlay District; DH Downtown Height Overlay District; and DP Downtown
Parking Overlay District

Lot Area Not applicable

Ward(s) 3

Neighborhood(s) Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association
Designated Future .

Land Use Mixed Use

Land Use Features

Activity Center (Mill District); Growth Center (Downtown)

Small Area Plan(s)

Historic Mills Master Plan and Update

Date Application Deemed Complete | Not applicable Date Extension Letter Sent Not applicable

End of 60-Day Decision Period Not applicable End of 120-Day Decision Period | Not applicable



mailto:janelle.widmeier@minneapolismn.gov

Department of Community Planning and Economic Development
Vac-1623

BACKGROUND

SURROUNDING PROPERTIES AND NEIGHBORHOOD. The alley that is proposed to be
vacated is located between the property of 300 2nd Street South to the south and 333 Ist Street South
to the north. Respectively, a surface parking lot and a 5-story office building are adjacent to the alley.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION. The City of Minneapolis Department of Community Planning and
Economic Development filed an application to vacate the remaining no-outlet alley adjacent to the
property of 300 2nd Street South and 333 Ist Street South. The vacation is a necessary part of the title
registration and clearance process for site assembly and to prevent development from being impeded.
CPED originally applied to vacate the portion of the alley adjacent to 300 2 Street South, which the
City currently owns. With the vacation of the south half of the alley, the Public Works Department
would have no use for the north half adjacent to the property of 333 Ist Street South. Therefore the
entire no-outlet alley is being included with the vacation request.

This application was continued from the City Planning Commission meetings of August 26t, September
19th, October 28t, and December 204, 2013, and January |3t, March 24t, and May 19t%, 2014. It was
continued from the August 26, 2013 meeting of the Planning Commission to allow additional time to
assess whether or not the vacation of the alley would create or increase the nonconformity of the
adjacent property of 333 Ist Street South with the building code requirements for fire separation due to
the existence of windows on the side of the building abutting the alley. Based on information obtained
since then, it has been determined that a nonconformity will not be created or increased. The property
owner of 333 Ist Street South averred that the building has protected openings, meaning that it is
equipped with a sprinkler system. When openings are protected, the maximum area of exterior wall
openings is allowed to be greater by the building code. The Public Works Department has indicated
that their records show that the northerly portion of the alley, approximately 7.07 feet wide, originated
from the property of 333 Ist Street South and should be reassembled with said property. Ultimately,
Hennepin County will decide how to reassemble the parcels. With 7 feet between the building and
property line, the amount of protected openings per floor will not exceed what is allowed by the
building code, especially given an interpolated application by the building official of the allowed fire
separation distance.

The property owner of 333 Ist Street South has requested an access and maintenance easement to
retain access to 34 Avenue South and to allow additional room for maintenance on the south side of the
building. City staff allowed this request to be considered. There were complications in drafting the
cross easement that resulted in the application being continued to this meeting. It is CPED’s
understanding that those issues have now been resolved.

DEVELOPMENT PLAN. See attached site plan.

ANALYSIS

RESPONSES FROM UTILITIES AND AFFECTED PROPERTY OWNERS. Correspondence
from an affected property owner was received and is attached to this report. Staff will forward any
additional comments, if any are received, at the City Planning Commission meeting. An easement was



Department of Community Planning and Economic Development
Vac-1623

requested by Xcel Energy for facilities that are located within the alley. Of the other utility responses
received, there were no objections and no easements requested.

FINDINGS. The Department of Public Works and the Department of Community Planning and
Economic Development find that the area proposed for vacation is not needed for any public purpose,
and it is not part of a public transportation corridor, and that they can be vacated if any easements
requested above are granted by the petitioner.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation of the Department of Community Planning and Economic Development
for the Vacation:

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the City
Planning Commission and City Council adopt the above findings and approve the vacation, subject to
the retention of easements by Xcel Energy.

ATTACHMENTS

Public Works letter

Enlarged survey showing alley
Map of area to be vacated
Aerial photo

Site survey

Development plan
Correspondence

No U hWN —



Minneapolis
City of Lakes

Department of
Public Works
Steven A Kolke, PE.

City Engineer
Direclor
350 South 5th Street - Room 203
Minneapolis MN 55415
Office 612 673-3000

Fax 612 673-3565
TTY 612 673-2157

311

City Information
and Services

waww.ci.minneapolis.mn.us
Affirmative Action Employer

August 8, 2013

Janelle Widmeier
CPED-Planning

250 4™ St. So., Room 100
Minneapolis, MN 55415

RE: Vacating the dead-end alley in Block 18, Town of Minneapolis
(Vacation 1623).

Dear Ms. Widmeier:

Public Works staff has reviewed this vacation petition and recommends
Approval of said petition.

The area to be vacated is legally described as follows:
That part of the alley located in Block 18, Town of Minneapolis
described as the rear 7-% feet of Lots 8, 9 and 10, and the rear 7-% feet
of Lots 1, 2 and 3, all in said Block 18, Town of Minneapolis,
according to the recorded plat thereof, Hennepin County, Minnesota.

Sincerely,

/z&%
Don Elwood, P.E.

Director, Transportation Planning & Engineering

Cc: Dennis Morris
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TRACT A

PT LOT 4 C§)

Alley proposed
to be Vacated
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Retracement Survey

of

Part of Blocks 17 & 1B, Town of Minneapolis

for
Minneapolis Community Development Agency
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EASEMENTS

sosemant over (he reor 7.5 feel of Lots 1, 2 ond 3, Block
aok 103 of Deeds, page 210.

2. Strest sasemant over the Southeoaterly 20 fesl of Lot 8, Diock 17,
jper Document No, 3870777,

3. Rights of the putlic In the Norlhwesterly holl of wocolad dth
Avenus Saulh canloined In Deed fed April 16, 1983, oa Document

© o )t

No. 4705058,
4 Cosemant for public ulkly puposes over vacoled slrasts n -
8 containad In Document No. 1440909, m
=
PARCEL E: m>

Those ports of Blocks 17 and 18, ior\ inal) Town of
Minnacpalls, together with that porl of Fourth Avenue South
lying between sold Blocks, bounded and described an follows:

Beginning ot the most Easterly corner of Lot 5 in soid
Block 17; thence Normwllurl‘y along the Northeosterly
lines of Lotz 5, 4, 3, 2 ond 1, ond tha Northwasterl
extension thereofl, of sald Block 17, o distence of 365
fasl, moro or luss, to o poinl distont 6.3 feol Easlarly,
meosured clong said lost described course, extended, lrom PARCEL D:
the center line of sold Fourth Avenue South; thence 3
Northerly ulvni Jrnon=taaguat cuvi:ta the Aght,-hoving d That part of Block 18, (eriginal) Town of Minneapalis,
rodius of 248.13 feet, o distance of 178.6 fael to o point described os follows:

distant 11.7 foot Ecsterly, meosured ol righl ongles, from

K
N
CONSULTING ENGINEERS & LAND SURVEYORS

the center ling of the "Minnecpoalls Eaatern moin track™ o Lots 1, 2 ond 3 and thot port of Lots 4 ond 5 lying > o
describad by Warranly Daed doted October B, 1914, botween Westerly of the fallowing dezcribed lina: o L=
the Minneapolis Easlern Rallway Compeny and the z o]
Minnecpolls ond St. Loula Rallwoy Company, recorded Commencing al the Southeasterly corner of Lot 5 thence -8
November 2, 1916, In the Hennepin County Raglater of Deeda North 30 degrees 26 minutes seconda Eaal, grid (?-, Q
Office in Book 820 of Deeds ol FaFu 25; thence Waslerly bacring, Minneapolis coordinate system, elonF the 82 <
along a line farming on ongle of 91 degrees 40 minutes, Easterly line of Lot 5, o distance of 57.00 feel to the - cEQ w
meosured counterclockwise from the tongent to sold last ﬁninl of beginning of the line to be described; thence t~EQ
described curve, al lhe end thereof, o distance of 2 feal, orth 18 degrees 49 minules 42 scconds Wesl, 87.27 feel S LEGEND Ce==Z E
more or leas, Lo o point distant 25 fest Eaalarly, to a point in tha Westerly line of Lot 5 distant 114.00 ~a E 2
macsured ot right angles, from the center line i tho feal Northerly of the Southwasterly corner of Lot 5; ® 2656
South—Bound” main lrock of tha Chicogo and North Western thence Northwesterly 76,20 fest olong @ non—tangential > 3 og el
Trensportation Company (formerly the Minneapelis end St. curve, concove lo the West, having o rodiua of 287.00 A Ve = 9oc
Loula Rallwoy Company), oz said maln track |a now locatad; fool, o coniral angle of 14 degrees 41 minules 59 ENCROACHMENTS L NN <@ =
thence Sautherly ond outhoozterly paraliel with sold main soconds, ond the chord of aald curve bears North 17 EASRN [0} 9@ 3
trock center line o distance of 475 faet, more or loss, to degrees 10 minutes 44 seconds West: thence North 59 @ [ITULNOUS PARXNG ARCA AND POST MO CHAM ITHCE Bl g " ®
a paint on lh:lfxgl:;ﬁaﬁwly lina_ of mlllt:mﬂl‘;:,:kal‘lﬂzi‘ thenca dogroes 35 minulaa 57 aconds lieal, nol langenl to zold CICAGADH WID FROVCRIY BCTWCIN FARCELS O AND € = z
1 I curve, soid line is olso rtherly lin ¥

dislanca of 130 fact. mora or legs, 1o the moal Soulharly distance of 10.00 y°:| .,".h:h‘fwm’:,.“&,ﬁ l:'.fm,.- Sf ® SRS CUAD R ALONG WCR NEXT APANTUENTE ENGROMCIES ™ -
cornar of sald Block 17, being olao the most Southarly Lot 4 ond sald line there lerminoting; clong with the ~
corner of said Lot 5; thence Northecslerly ciong the Nor thwaalerl vacated 4lh Avenua aodjolning that 4
Southeosterly line of sald Lot 5 a diztance of 165 feat to ortion of the Southeosterly line of soid Lot 5 o
ihe point of beginning. _ included In the foregoing. i
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Widmeier, Janelle A.

From: . keith nelson <knelsonphd@msn.com>

Sent: Sunday, September 08, 2013 2:37 PM

To: Widmeier, Janelle A.

Subject: Opposition to Vacating the alley near RiverWest
Janelle, -

| am opposed to vacating the alley adjacent to 300 Second Street South. For me the proposed narrow,
curbless, vehicular traffic way raises safety concerns.

Keith Nelson
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