
Statement of Proposed Use and Description of the Project 
 

The deck in our front required yard is used for family recreation. As we live across from 

Lake Hiawatha Park and our children play there, we felt it would be most effective to 

have a deck in the front yard to allow us to keep an eye on our children (who are now 6 

and 8 years old) while they play in the park. Prior to building the deck that portion of the 

front yard, and indeed the entire front yard was overgrown. We have sought to optimize 

the utility and beauty of our front yard by building the deck and other landscaping 

projects. We receive compliments regularly from our neighbors and passersby who are 

familiar with the state of the property under the previous owner. 

 

Description of the project: 

The deck is 16’x12’. One side sits flat on the ground while the other side is raised 

approximately 6 inches off the ground due to the slope of the yard. There is a railing on 

the West and North sides approximately 48” inches in height. The railing is primarily a 

planter rack. It consists of 4”x4” timbers with 2”x6” crossbeams at approximately 20” 

and a 2”x8” top rail. There are no spindles. The deck has 2 12’ 2”x10” beams on the East 

and West ends which are bolted together at multiple points. There are 9 16’ 2”x10” joists 

running the length of the deck from East to West. There are 3 concrete pads on the East 

and West ends and 2 concrete pads along the South and North faces of the deck with 7 

concrete pads supporting the interior joists at the midpoint of the deck. The deck surface 

is composed of 1¼”x6” deck boards spaced approximately ¼” apart to allow water 

through.  

 

 

 

 













 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Building elevations: 
 

The house is at 20ft  

The garage is at 7 ft 
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